God’s Word
Hebrews 4:12-13

If you come to this church for any length of tiroe will notice that we tend teach the bible verse
by verse, chapter by chapter, and book by book.
Every now and again | will take on particular tapar issues, but even on those Sundays
you will find that there is a portion of God’s watftat we work through.
We don’t pick a topic and then pull a verse fromeh&nd there and everywhere to try
and prove the point.
We pick a passage read it and then seek to theobest ability to bring out
the meaning of the text in a clear manner.
The technical terms for what we do is called ‘exiwpg preaching’
which means our goal is to expose/bring forwardnieaning of a text.
In order to do that we also need to have the ngtthod of
interpretation.
Not all methods of interpretation are correct ogregood.

We use what is called the historical grammaticgbr@ach to understanding the bible.
What that means is that our goal is to understaedible means as the original authors
intended and convey that same meaning today.
I've been asked many times over the years, “Whyalopreach that way?”
The most honest answer is weakness.
| am not very creative and | lack imagination. ifigyto think up a
different subject week in and week out would nosbstainable for me.
Also, if left to myself | would avoid difficult sybcts, but when
you go verse by verse there is no getting out af kanversations
that come up in the text. The goal of any preaamngst be to
preach the whole of God’s word and not just whabimfortable
for people to hear.

Lastly, if | came up with various topics | woulkldiy end up twisting the bible to fit my subject
which is the exact opposite of what we should denwie come to God’s Word.
As long as | have my faculties | will remember whgt mentor Byron Wheaton said to me
over 20 years ago.
He said, “Mike you have to come to the Bible asther. Don’t come to the Bible
with your own ideas looking for support. Comehe bible to have your thoughts
shaped by what it says.”
| am strongly convinced that happens best verseelse chapter by chapter.
Doing that puts the emphasis of authority on thep8aes rather than
the preacher. That is so critically important heseaof what the Bible is.

[That is the subject of our text this morningHebrews 4:12-13 In these two verses we are told
some absolutely bedrock truth about the Bible. oAding to these versdise Bible is more than a
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book. It is uniquely and fully the Word of God, which is always at work according to God’s
power, and is the standard by which every thoughtrd action is judged. First, let us see in the
first few words of verse 12 that...]

Point #1 — God’s word is unique.
When we hold a bible in our hands we are holdirgwibrd of God and no other book can be
regarded as such.

Look with me at the beginningwdrse 12. It says, “For the word of God.”
The word ‘the’ here is very important.
It implies uniqgueness. There are not many wordsad. The Bible is not a word of
God.
The Bible is the word of God.
Those words absolutely destroy any notion of usaksm being
compatible with the Christian faith.
If we say that the Bible is ‘the word of God’ weeautomatically
rejecting every other bit of writing that makesttblaim.
And the reverse is true as well, if we accept ahgio
source as the word of God, then we are automaticall
rejecting the Bible, because that is what the Bible
claiming about itself.

In addition to the Bible being ‘The Word' it is alsThe Word of God.’
That is a phrase of ownership. The LORD is the @fno owns His word.

He is the One Who has determined what it is. N®tben has the right to add or

subtract from it.
No one has the right to try to change its mearfimgeido then we are no longer
proclaiming God’s word but our own and calling bds word which is utter
foolishness and can only bring destruction upom lteé preacher and the
hearer of such nonsense.

[How many people have fallen victim to autocorredif?is can be particularly bad when you use a
talk to text function on your phone. You type dhimg and it automatically changes it to
something else. Isn’t that frustrating? Don’t y@ate when your phone does that to you especially
if it says something way out there?]

God neither needs nor does He want us to attermpé¢ &nd of autocorrect on
His word.
It is written how He intended it, He affirmed begoquestion that this
book is His word when He raised Jesus Christ frioendead.
He accomplished its writing over 1500 years, wikerdorty
authors, in three languages, and across threeneoitdi



Despite time, language, and geography the Bible oele
cohesive story about the redemption of God’s people
through His One and Only Son.

[No other book is like it. It is uniquely the wood God and our task is not to try and change it.
Our task is to believe it, know it, and obey iour lives. God’s word is unique. Secondly we see
here that...]

Point #2 — God'’s word is working.
The scriptures are much more than ink and papgratewords empowered by the Holy
Spirit to accomplish the plans and purposes of tBRD.

Let's read a few more words froverse 12.
We need to be careful to get the right picturéiwhg’ in our minds here.

In our modern times many would take the word ‘lg/ias applied to a written text

and suggest that means the document should beaatigseinterpreted to suit the

times.
If we do that then it would impossible to call thisok “The Word of God’ in
any meaningful sense because we would be robbamyituthority it has in
and of itself and we would be setting ourselvesuguthority over it.

This can never be for those who call themselvesasés of Christ.
What then does it mean that God’s word is ‘livdhg

It means that God’s word reflects God'’s nature.
The LORD is repeatedly called “The living God” ieripture and yet it also says that He
does not change.
God can neither increase nor decrease in His pgenfiscHe remains the same from
age to age.
In the same way God’s word being alive does notmiteehanges, but rather it
means that His word always remains.
Jesus said this exactly when He said, “Heaven arttl shall pass away
but my words will never pass away.
The Word continues to speak the same life givingsage of
eternal life through repentance and faith to tloeygbf Christ
from generation to generation.
We should be amazed every time we open this book
because every time we read it we are reading Guoord
to us even though it was originally written to same else
thousands of years ago.
We know it is alive because it says here it is
“active.”
God’s word does not change, but His unchanging
Word changes us.
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[In Luke 8 Jesus compares the word of God to sétegkets sown into the heart and for the genuine
believer it takes roots, it grows, and produces.frdis point there is to say that God’s word
planted in us changes us.]

No one knows or understands God’s word fully wtiery are first saved.
In fact, none of us on this side of eternity knawinderstand God’s word
perfectly.
But as the days and years go by, the more we tieadnore we think
upon, the more we memorize, and the more we amgeltsthe more we
understand.
One of the most fascinating things about the bibthat its main
message about salvation in Christ is easy to utatdets
By God'’s grace a child can understand that heshe i
sinner under the God'’s wrath, a child can lookh®dross
and believe that Jesus paid his/her debt, and candook
to the empty tomb and believe that death has befmatkd.
Oh but the wonders of that fountain of grace, the
glories of the attributes of God, and the wondérs o
the person of Christ can captivate the greatest of
minds forever.

[Because the word is ‘living and active’ it chang®sl grows us up in Jesus. That raises a
guestion. What are the limits to the living anthacword of God? How much can it accomplish
in us and in whom can it accomplish its work? Ti&t part of verse 12 shows us how deep the
word of God can go by showing us that in additm&bd’s word being unique and at work it
shows us that...]

Point #3 — God'’s word is penetrating.
As the Spirit wills, every word and letter in thiblle can reach to the deepest parts of who

we are as human beings.

Here it is likened to a being like a swofferse 129
But this is no ordinary sword. It is sharper tlaay two edged sword.
It does what no other cutting instrument can do.
A normal sword can cut through flesh and bone withusual intention of
bringing about a person’s death.
But the Word of God makes it past skin and boneglds work upon
our hearts without shedding one drop of blood.

[l am often amazed at the medical advances tha bagn made in our world. Today we are able
to do amazing things on operating tables. Doatarsreplace hips and knee joints, they can do
kidney and heart transplants, even brain surgitiyyamazing. But for all surgeons can do today
they are limited. They can cut things out and #awngs together but they can’'t make a body heal
itself that is God’s design. More than that noterdtow many things they can help in the body
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they can do nothing about the condition of a peéssgpirit. No scalpel is sharp enough to operate
on the soul, but that is what the Word of God dpes!

This brothers and sisters is our only hope in @iothg the gospel of Jesus to a fallen
world.
What hope is there for someone hardened in $iretio turn to the living God?
It is certainly not in the power of a preaclepersuade.
It is certainly not in the eloquence of the dsemployed.
Our hope is in the penetrating power of thediaf God!

That the Holy Spirit can cut into the heart andl sdeven
the most hardened sinner and breath spirituairifethem
through the living and active word of God.

[These truths demand of us that we hold a high aEthe Bible. It is the perfect, unique, inerrant
infallible, word of God. We must look to the Sdupes as our authority, as our absolute foundation
of truth. The moment the word of God begins toidigh in our sight we begin to deny what it is,
not only what it is but its power as well. God’sm is unique, it is working, it is penetratingdan
lastly we see here that...]

Point #4 — God’s word is inescapable.
Whether we believe it or not and whether we likerihot everything that we have ever
done, thought, felt, or said will be weighed agawlisat is revealed in the Bible.

You can’t hide from God, nor can you hide anyttnegn God according t&erse 13.
He can see through the thickest of walls and tkeatgst of all darkness.
There is ‘nothing is hidden from His sight.’
The writer here gives us two word pictures to dheene the point.
First it says, “Everything is uncovered”
That phrase literally means stripped naked.
The point here is that there is nothing capableocetring
something from the knowledge of God.
Nothing escapes His sight even the blackest dark is
as light to the LORD according to Psalm 139.

He emphasizes his point by saying, “Everythingid bare”
The sense of that verb is to have your head fdnee#l to expose your neck.
Your neck is one of what we would call the vaatas of your body.
When someone forces your head back to expose walr gou are at the
mercy of that person.
So it is with God, we are completely exposed bekire and totally at
His mercy.

The fact that God knows everything is both contfgréind sobering.
It is comforting because it means that God knowsstruggles.




He sees our struggles and our suffering.
God is concerned about the suffering and faithfesref His people and He has

promised a great reward for everyone who endunetshg for Christ.
Because we know that God sees all that is donaitimfdilness to Him,

we can be sure of the eternal rewards He has pedmis
That is a great comfort and a powerful motivatiomold

on to Christ.

But God knowing everything is also a sobering thug
It is sobering because it means that not one oimgrhas gone unnoticed before His holy

gaze.

[Most of us have likely had the experience of bemtyouble either at home or school or work. |
saw it a thousand times on construction sites. edloimg would go missing or something would get
broken and the questions would begin. Who did’tmsnazingly everyone on the site said, “I
wasn’'t me!” We might be able to pull the wool ovlee eyes of people, but never the LORD.]

God knows all the wrong that we’ve done, the wrtrag we have said, and even the wrong
that we’ve thought and felt.
It says here that we have to give an accountréd&dod for all that.
Without an ounce of favouritism God will hold evesingle person who has
ever lived accountable according to His perfect lamigt word.
That would be hopeless if not for our Lord and SawiJesus Christ.
With Jesus’ blood washing away our sin we do nedne hide
from the LORD, nor despise His word.
Instead we can rejoice for all eternity in thetfaiutness of
the Son of God, we can rest knowing that He hasepla
upon us His perfection.

Don't ignore this.
Don't think that you can brush the Bible asidehwiit consequence.
Don’t think that you can treat the Scriptures ldteordinary book, as mere ink and

paper.

The Bible is more than a book. It is uniquely andully the Word of God, which is always at
work according to God'’s power, and is the standardyy which every thought and action is

judged.



