The Fear and Joy of God’s Presence
Hebrews 12:18-24

A number of years ago | had the opportunity to &deaa co-worker about the LORD.
| don’t remember how the conversation came upsbatehow when we were sitting in
the work van either in traffic or on a break wetgtd talking about religion.
| remember it being a very respectful and thoudlafuversation which |
appreciated very much.
| don’t remember everything we talked about, bumstihing he said stood
out to me and has stuck with me over the years.
We were talking about what happens when you die.
His answer was, nothing. You just die and that’'sHuman
beings are nothing more than a handful of elemasgembled
by random chance without any ultimate meaninglat al
My answer was (and still is) that we are made leyGlod
of the Bible, we are accountable to Him, and wileaay
stand before Him for judgement as so we need a8avi
whose name is Jesus.

After some back and forth with neither of us b&iogvinced by the other | decided to ask him a
question.
| ask him, “What if you're wrong and you end upraiing before God?”
Very quickly he responded, “I'll just go up to Gadd we’ll have a chat and work
it all out.”
| wasn't quite sure if he was serious or tryingptke fun at the idea of being
accountable to God, either way the response comasesult of what |
believe is an all too common perspective in theldvor
| believe many people in our time from all walkdlit#, people who
claim no religion, people who see themselves agsl, and even
people who attend church can live with this mindset
For some it is a pattern of thinking that is deldiely embraced
and for others it is more subconscious but it isadlgy
destructive to the soul.
It is a pattern of thinking that makes much of elwss
and little or nothing of God.

Just think of how much self-talk is present indgherch and amongst Christians today.
You are smart, you are strong, you are beauyul,are, you are, you are...
Just think of how little attention is given to gdiang against idolatry in the church
and amongst Christians.
Eastern religious language and beliefs have wawein way into the fabric
of our culture and many church goers think notlahgbsorbing that into
their lives.
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Listen, if you are in an exercise group, an onsapport network, a
counselling service, or anything like that you neebte asking “what
is the philosophy behind the things that | am paoéiting in?”
What is the religion behind these things?
We cannot participate in idolatry and think thatoGraill
be o.k. with it.
We cannot ascribe things to God that are untrue,
call it Christianity and think God is good with it.
People do that because they have big view
of themselves and a small view of God.

[What we desperately need as believers is to hdig aew of God and a small view of
ourselves. That is what we find throughout thel@ibcluding here itHebrews 12:18-24.We
are given picture of the tangible presence of Gtk know from the Scriptures that God is
present everywhere. That is what we call the onasignce of God. He is not, however,
present everywhere is the same way. He does @sioccmake His presence visible in
creation. He appears in a way that people cawigbaheir eyes, hear with their ears, and feel
to the core of their being. Our text this morngpgaks of two situations where God is tangibly
present and in these situations we see both thamebthe joy of God’s presence. The first
situation of God’s presence is a fearful picturd dreaches us that...]

Point #1 — God'’s tangible presence is unbearablerfonperfect people.
When God Almighty puts His glory on visible displagfore human beings unworthy to
stand before Him the only possible response isaotwo flee in fear.

Here in verses 18-21, we are taken back to thelpesfdsrael at Mount Sinai.
The intention here is clearly to compare the hdpee Christian to the experience of the
people of Israel. That is made clear in the fest words of verse 18, it says, “You have
not come...”
In other words knowing Jesus as your saviour ia@td make your experience
different, but here is what the experience is blk#ore the coming of Christ.
First, we are told what the people segense 18
Immediately, the thing that stands out in this eigree is that it is
not and experience of faith.
Hebrews 11 teaches us that faith is knowing thityest the
unseen.
There is nothing unseen about this.
This is Almighty God descending upon a real
physical mountain and setting it on fire with the
display of His glory.

It says here that the mountain is one of ‘darkngksym, and storm.”
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Exodus twenty describes the mountain as being epedlin “smoke because the LORD
descended on it in fire.”
The picture that comes to my mind is that of arpeng volcano. Have you ever
seen a picture of the smoke that comes from a moftdt is thick and dark and
ominous.
If that is all there was we might just chalk it toqpsome kind of natural
phenomenon like a thunderstorm or a volcanic epupti
But there is more, there is also what the peopde imethis experience
of God. {Verse 19a).
In Exodus, it describes thunder, lightning, anelttampet blast.
They did not mistake the sound of thunder for thensl
of a trumpet it is a distinct sound.
Nor is it a couple of people up on the mountain
sounding a trumpet, the mountain is on fire there
are no people there.

Still there is moreVYerse 19Db).
They hear the voice of God. What is heard is teie Commandments and after they hear
them they beg, it says, “that no further word bekgm to them.”
This is not the voice of a gentle old grandpa emgky who makes people feel all
warm and fuzzy inside.
This is the voice of the infinite almighty God wieosord is so powerful,
that by it all things have been made.
Verses 20-2Jput an exclamation point on the unbearable natiire o
this encounter with God.
While it was possible to touch the mountain inragtbale sense,
if anyone or even and animal did, it would costithteeir life
because the Holiness of God had enveloped the @miount
Even Moses, it says, trembles with fear.

Why? Well, it is interesting that the quote froradds comes from Deuteronomy 9:19 where he

IS recounting going up the mountain after the pedd sinned by worshipping the golden calf.
You see everything about this display of the presat God communicates that people
have been separated from God and because of ffaratien His tangible presence is
unbearable for people because they do not meapureHis glorious perfection.

[It is sort of like what happens to a parked cathim summer time. I'm sure most of you have
had the experience of getting into a car that lees lparked in the sun of a thirty plus degree
day with the windows rolled up. It is incrediblevin hot it can get in a car like that. Now,
when you get in what do you do? You put the winsl@@wn and/or you put the air
conditioning on. Why? Because if you get in atgha door it's unbearable. That doesn’t
make the Sun bad, that is simply the nature ofine ]
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The tangible presence of God is like that, onlg tauch higher degree, for the
imperfect person.
The LORD is not being mean because His presenagbisarable, He is
simply being Who He is in all His greatness.
For this reason, it is utter foolishness to makemof ourselves and
little of God.
The magnitude of Who God is can never be dimimshe
There is no taking the LORD aside for a chat whau y
stand before Him.
All the mocking a making light of His judgement
will give way to sheer terror at the foot of His
throne.

[If Mount Sinai were the only place to go, thenweuld surely be left without hope. God'’s
presence to us would remain unbearable and ourexplgctation would be fear and trembling.
To be sure when we have a big view of God we withl what it is to fear Him, but there is
another Mountain in this text that we are told @bdbhristians are not at Sinai we have arrived
at another place accordinguerse 22 This second mountain has another lesson foNasv

that we know thatGod’s tangible presence is unbearable for imperfpebplewe are ready to
see that...]

Point #2 — People made perfect by faith enjoy Godsngible presence forever.
The only way to have a deep and joyful hope conegrooming into the visible and
overwhelming majesty of the LORD is to be madetrigith God by God.

Having told us where the believer has NOT coneays this inverse 22a.
| would have expected it to say “you will comelthnstead it says “you have come”.
How does that make sense? It is clearly talkirmuabeaven here and we are
clearly not there yet.
That brothers and sisters is speaking to the ogytaf God’s promises to
His people.
The reality of what is written here is so certdia,can write about it
as though it has already happened.
More than that the certainty of this is for us tgog and delight
in now while we are waiting to be a part of thdrfaks of the
reality described here.

We have come to the ‘heavenly Jerusalem the citediving God.’
Simply put, we belong to the place where God’sgmes is visibly seen and experienced

to the highest degree in all creation.
That's where we belong. Where the moral rule ofl Ggperfectly administered,
perfectly obeyed, and perfectly delighted in.
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This is the city of the ‘living God’ which is saygrsomething more that God
Is simply alive.
It means the LORD cannot die. God has always badrHe always
will be all that He is.
Therefore, the glory of His city can never dimimis
Because that is true what we are told at the eneisle
22 makes senseVérse 22b)

Literally translated it is ten thousand angels,waber likely intended to simply convey a huge
number of angels.
We know from Scripture that the appearance of ogelas an awesome sight, here there
Is thousands, don’t miss this, in ‘joyful assembly’
A far different picture than the fire and darknesSinai.
The description goes on in the first parvvefse 23a.
The word ‘firstborn’ here is plural so it is likehgferring to believers
throughout history.
If you are familiar with your Bibles and/or the @& world
than you will know that the position of ‘firstborwas
particularly important when it came to inheritamiggts.
In Romans 8 believers a called ‘co-heirs with &tari
The title of ‘firstborn’ here likely has the same
meaning.
It means as Christians we get to share in the
glorious riches of Jesus’ inheritance in
heaven.

Those that can lay claim to this inheritance ares#h ‘whose names are written in heaven.’
That is such a glorious reality. Our names b&mten in heaven mean we belong there.
It means we have been registered as citizens ahehdhone can erase our names,
no one can remove our place in the city of thagvizod.
Why such a different experience of the tangibkspnce of God?
Because God is less fearful than at Sinai?
Not at all. If God had appeared like this at Sexeryone
would have died.
The darkness and gloom and boundaries are prajectin
the people.
Is it because the scene is a smaller degree ofsGod’
appearing?
No, quite the opposite. The display is far
more glorious.
So what is the difference? Why is
Sinai an experience of fear and
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trembling and Zion an experience of
joy? (Verse 23b-24)

God is the judge of all people and His standardagfection.
That is why Sinai is so terrifying because the pedpel to the core of their being their
imperfection.
Notice that Mount Zion, the city of God, the chuwdtthe firstborn whose names
are written in heaven, is also the place of theitspof righteous men made
perfect.”
God hasn’t change, He has changed His people add tham fit for His
presence.

[It is sort of like exploring the ocean. Have y@er seen pictures of coral reefs and ocean
creatures? They are some amazing things to se# yiow just tie a cement block to your ankle
and jump in you won't get to enjoy it, it will kiffou. However, if you put on scuba gear or
take a ride in a submarine then you can enjoy it.]

Don’t try and go up Mount Sinai on your own, it Make your destruction.
Instead, come to Zion to ‘Jesus the mediatorrodva covenant’.
Whose blood speaks a better word than the blbédbel.
When Cain murdered his brother Abel, God says, to
Cain, “Your brother’s blood cries out to me froneth
ground.”
What is it saying? It is saying you are guilty of
murder and you deserve judgement.

Jesus too is murdered. | think it is fair to shgttHe is murdered by His brothers.
There is a huge difference though. Cain caught Bpsurprise. No one caught Jesus
by surprise.
Jesus laid down his life willingly so that His pé® might be redeemed.

The blood of Jesus is indeed a better word thabltie of Abel because
through faith in the redeeming blood of Christ onperfections are erased
and we are made perfect in God’s sight and, thexefoade fit for the city
of God.

This is what many people fail to see when they tleaxligh the Bible.
This is why some people think that the God of tié Testament is different from the
God of the New Testament.
They think the Old Testament portrays a God whaesn and angry while the
New Testament portrays and God who is meek, mild,ermission of
disobedience.
They think the Bible teaches us about two diffei®atls or that God has
changed.




People think along those lines because they héng \dew of
themselves and a small view of God.
God has not changed brothers and sisters.
You either come to Mount Sinai or you come to Mount
Zion, but God is the same at both mountains.
Mount Sinai has only trembling and fear waiting
because there people stand alone before a Holy
God.
Mount Zion has complete joy and
satisfaction because there God'’s people have
been redeemed by the blood of Jesus.

What mountain will you choose today?
Either way each and every one of us will meetlitheg God someday.

When that day comes will it be one of fear and bilmg as your eternal

destruction comes upon you, or will it be joy anereal satisfaction because you

have trusted in the perfect blood and our risendbavesus Christ?
Oh how | pray you would have such a small viewadngelf and such a big
view of God that you would come to Mount Zion afbase the joy of
God’s presence forever.




