Things That Last
Hebrews 12:25-29

If | say the names Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Johihat order, what do you think of?
I’m guessing most believers are going to think altlbe gospels, the first four books of
the New Testament that tell us about the eartfdyaind ministry of Jesus Christ.
It is through these books that we learn about Ydsus is.
Don’t listen to someone who tells you to go intd@set or take a walk in
the forest and listen for the voice of Jesus.
Open your bible and read first hand eye withesswaas of Who
Jesus is, that is how you get to know Him.
For the record, I’'m not against praying privatetynalking in
nature to spend time with the LORD, just bring yBusle with

you!

If you read through the gospels one of the thirmswill discover about Jesus is that He often
taught people in something called parables.

A parable is a story with a meaning.
Sometimes when the LORD tells people a parablenganing is not so obvious

and He has to explain it further to His disciples.
Sometimes though the meaning is completely obvémusthose who hear

have no need to ask about what He is getting at.
That is the case in Luke 12 when a man comes te Jesking Him to

intervene in an inheritance dispute.
Instead of doing what the man asks, Jesus instaaasvinim
and everyone listening about the danger of greddtza
accumulation of possessions.
He then proceeds to tell them this paralbleke 12:16-

21.

| have no doubt that we could draw and number gliagtions from this parable.
We could talk about the dangers of being rich. &tmg very important for us who live
in a culture of enormous wealth to consider.
We could talk about the problem of greed.
We could talk about the foolishness of presumingitvwhe future is going to
be like.
The rich man in the story displays all of thesebpgms, but these are
merely the symptoms of the disease and not thellregds this man is
suffering from.
The real problem for this man is that he caresatgiteal about
material things and he cares very little for thadk of God.
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He cares a great deal about temporary things asd ha
given little consideration to things that last foge

[That is an ever present danger for us as welk \tery easy to get wrapped up in the
temporary and neglect the eternal. As we retumrtiorning to the book of Hebrews we are
confronted with the importance of eternity. Etgrmé forever. Think about that! The
perceived goodness or badness of our lives ovaesahese of less than 100 years will quickly
be irrelevant as the ages of forever continuelbrs. no wonder then that God is His word
emphasizes the importance of eternity. Herdabrews 12:25-23here are three lessons for us
in regards to eternity. Here is the first...]

Point #1 — Our eternity depends on listening to GadVerse 25)
The LORD has made Himself known to everyone to imgrdegrees and if we
continually stop up our ears and refuse to heat Weasays, we will certainly end up
under His eternal and terrifying judgement.

Verse 25 begins with a command.
From the context of verses 18-24 we know thatima who speaks” is God.
Notice also that this is in the present tense. WBhlat? Because while it is right
to say that God has spoken, that is an action mapgpen the past, it is also right to
say that He is speaking.
Now it is very important that we understand thghtly and we will get into
that, but right here first and foremost we neeldawe this command sink
into our hearts and minds.
When God speaks we are to listen! He is speaking tright now!
Are we listening?

Immediately the writer shows us why this is so nt@pd because he shows us what is at stake
here.
Again the context is really important. In the poais few verses he has been comparing
the experience of the people of Israel at MounaiSinith the experience of Christian
believers at Mount Zion (the “heavenly Jerusaldra,city of the living God.)
In verse 25 he carries on the comparison of ea8higi and heavenly Ziovérse
25).

If you are familiar with the Bible you will remembehat happened at
Sinali.
God says for all to hear, “Don’t make idols!” Witk they do?
They make a golden calf.
A short while later God says, “Go into the Promised
Land!” What do they do? They chicken out!
Then God says, “Don’t go into the Land!” What
do they do? They try and go in and get beaten
badly on the battlefield.
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It is not hard to see the theme is it? God
speaks and they refuse to listen and they pay
the price of God'’s judgement.

If that happened to them, if they did not escapesdys, “How much less will we?”
His point here is not to say that God’s speakin8iaai is a small thing. His point is to
say that His speaking to us “from heaven” is everatgr.
To get what he means by this we have to go alidneback to the beginning of
Hebrews 1:1-3
Setting a mountain ablaze with glory and havingigimy God audibly
speak is a big deal, but greater by far is thersp@rson of the Trinity
taking on true humanity and living upon the eaetching people about the
kingdom of heaven.
He is still speaking. The Bible is the completatitten word of God
that declares the glories of Christ from beginrtimgnd and every
time we open it we are hearing from heaven.
Are we listening?

[l could not help but think of high voltage powéatsons as | was thinking about the command
to listen here. There is one near my house amasita fence around it and on that fence there is
more than one sign saying something to the effettbanger Keep Out”. | think most people
know the importance of listening to that commaretause most people realize that if you
refuse to listen and climb the fence there is algd@mnce you are going to die.”

The command here is even more serious.
If it was just a matter of dying and then ceasme@stist, then all of these warnings
would be no big deal.
But that is not what happens. We don’t cease it @hen we die we either
end up with God forever or we end up in hell foreve
The Bible’s description of hell is one of anguistddorment and
Matthew 25:41 and Revelation 20:10 make it crystadr that it never
ends.
The only reason people end up there is becaused¢hese to
listen.
People often want to blame God for not saying ehpug
not making Himself clear enough, but that is net th
problem.
The problem is people stop up their ears and their
hearts to God even though He has sent His Son
into the world.

[We need to “see to it” that is not us! Where wersd forever depends on it. Now some of us
may be tempted to ignore this warning. We mayelbepted to live like most other people do
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who are mainly concerned with material things @ ¢ban of their own life. These next couple
of verses remind us of an important truth that euglsteer us away from setting our hope and
affection on the things of this world. Here is thgortant reminder...]

Point #2 — Created things cannot give us an eternhbpe. (Verses 26-27)
All that we know and experience in this currenati@n has an expiry date. It will not
last forever and therefore it can do nothing fobegond this life.

In the parable that Jesus told about the fooligihnman, his foolishness is highlighted by the
fact that he dies.

He does all that work, acquires all that stuff arelth, and then before he gets to enjoy
it he’s dead and it all goes to someone else.
That has happened to a number of people in histOwyr. own mortality is a very
important reason to consider eternity, but it isjost the limit of our own lifespan
that we should consider it is also the limited #ense of everything els&érse
26-27).
On top of the scene of a mountain set on fire eygllory of God, on top of
thunder, and a loud trumpet blast, it says thatnwlBed spoke the earth
shook at Sinai.
To say that this is an incredible display is anarsthtement to say the
least, but it is nothing compared to what is coming
It says here that according to the promise of Ghedathole of
creation will “once more” be shaken.

| suppose the words “once more” could be taken soaple of different ways, but immediately
the meaning is explained to us removing all otlesgbilities.
The entirety of the universe will be shaken “ona@ef because at that time it will cease
to exist. It will be removed.
You know the end of the world is a topic of regudanversation these days.
Mainly the conversation revolves around how hunyangts the ability to
destroy itself.
People worry about nuclear war, about an asteitiddnthe planet,
about food shortages, and the list goes on.

Now | don’t want to make light of that stuff. dt3erious business, but | think it is very telling
what is almost always absent from the list of comge
Very few people are concerned about God bringingrahto the universe, but that is
what the Bible says.
He spoke it into existence and we can expect Hisp&ak it out of existence.

Everything we can observe in the universe and ¢weny that exists but we
cannot observe has an expiry date on it.
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Not because of a mathematical formula that carutatkee how much
energy is left and when it will run out, but becadgmighty God will
say that is enough.
Because that is true, no created thing can heip etrnity.
It's not going to be there.
Things that don’t last will ultimately disagpt us.

[Most of you have probably experienced this on alkstale. | have. When | first started as an
electrician | had to buy a battery drill. Being@atight budget in those days | bought a cheap
one. You can probably guess what happened. ttdakt. A couple of falls and few months

of charging it every day and using it and it didmtirk. Guess what | did? | bought another
cheap one. Guess what happened? The same trergntually learned my lesson and bought
a better quality drill. | dropped that thing fr&#8 feet twice and it still works. Things that last
are better than things that don't.]

Now even the best made things in this world daast forever. They can’t help us, but
we are told here at the end of verse 27 that whisrctirrent creation passes away there
will be something that remains.
What is it that remains? It is the “heavenly 3atem, the city of the living God.”
You can read about this at the end of the bodRexfelation.
After this current creation passes away and Goaltesea ‘new
heaven’ and a ‘new earth’ the heavenly city of Salem descends to
the new earth and there God dwells with His petpiever.
That is the place where Jesus says to store yeasure
because that treasure lasts forever.

It is important to point out that these eternahtls are not eternal in and of themselves.
Only God has that characteristic.
What it means here when it is talking about cre#tedys that cannot be shaken or
things that last forever, are things that are swesteby the irrevocable promises of
God.
God says, that on account of faith in His Son Hégvant to all who believe
eternal life and will give us an eternal home.
We will live forever brothers and sisters because @ills it for all
eternity.

[Nothing is this world or this universe can do tf@atyou. There is no hope here only
disappointment and pain. Let us, then, set owcatins on the things that last rather than
things that don’t. Now, if we do that and we slabtlere is something else that will happen. If
we are listening to God and if we understand thedited things cannot give us an eternal hope,
and so we are rightly looking to the LORD for thape then we are ready to hear this third
lesson from our text. Here is the lesson...]



Point #3 — Having an eternal hope demands a respans(Verses 28-29)
If indeed we have set our sights on the never gnkimgdom of Jesus Christ, then we
must be affected by it.

Having effectively turned our minds towards etsgrrihe writer begins verse 28 by saying this,
(verse 28a).
Having given us a most serious warning againssmefuto listen to the LORD and then
showing us the futility of temporary things, he @k®to those who belong to the
kingdom of God.
Notice the present tense here. It says, “Weeareiving...”
From what has been said so far we know withoutubtithat the full
realization of our eternity is in the future.
At the same time it is happening now.
God is at work in the world right now, He is spewkio us
through His word right now, and the Holy Spiritatswork in
the Christian right now, working for the glorifican of the
Lord Jesus in us right now.

It is true that there is a great deal of troubletihe world generally and also in our lives
specifically.
Jesus never sugar coated that one bit. He saidhi4 world you will have trouble. But
take heart! | have overcome the world." (John 16:33
Do we really believe that? Sometimes it is harchbige the things that are staring
us right in the face seem absolutely impossibleant seem like the misery will
never end, and that can leave us in despair.
If that is you this morning, put in the forefrorftymur mind that the things
of this world are not going to last.
If you are in Christ then through His precious ld@hed on the cross
you have been made right with God, you are Hissataughter.
Be reminded that Jesus has conquered the gravéhassdme
power that raised Jesus from the dead is at woykun shaping
you into the image of Christ right now as you aeen
prepared for eternal joy.

Therefore, verse 28 goes on, “Let us be thankful.”
If we are indeed “receiving a kingdom that canroshaken” we always have something
to be thankful for.
This isn’t telling us to gloss over pain. Itistélling us to put on a fake smile and
pretend like everything is fine.
Listen, fake Christians don’t do themselves lehalanyone else any good.
If you are all smiles in public and at church andghtmare to live
with at home, stop doing that.




7

That said, even if your breaking to pieces this m@md to be
thankful applies to you, it applies to every Chaist
If you don’t know what to be thankful for, starttivithe
gospel.
Start with being forgiven for your sin. Start with
the knowledge that this present world is temporary.
A new heaven and a new earth are on the horizon.
Start giving thanks for those things and see
where the Lord takes you.

Verse 28 adds another command. It says, “Let ufidwekful AND...”
This is the whole reason why we are “receiving’eéernal kingdom, so that we will
worship God.
Notice the kind of worship that we are to haveis to be “acceptable”.
| wonder if we could remember every Sunday thatvedieen in church and
we could remember what we were thinking about whesms over, |
wonder how often we would be thinking about whetbrenot we were
pleased with church as opposed to whether or ndtvas pleased with our
worship.
Is there reverence and awe in our hearts befere@RD?
There ought to b¥erse 29.

This is what makes truly understanding and beligvVire gospel so amazing.
It is not that the gospel brings God down to oueleso we can feel all warm and fuzzy
about the wretchedness of our sinful condition.
It is that the gospel makes us right with God despirr wretchedness so we can
enjoy the greatness of Who He is to the praiselwis€CJesus forever.
| will close this morning with three questions.
First, are you listening to the LORD?
Second, are you putting your hope in things thstt (eternal
things)?
Third, is an eternal hope making a differenceannfife?
Let us ask ourselves these things, let us be really
honest with the answers, and let us plead with God
to set our hearts on things that last.




