
Daniel 3 – The God Worth Dying For 

Exegetical Big Idea: Shadrach Meshach and Abednego are convinced that it is far better to obey the 

LORD and forfeit their lives, than to disobey and disgrace the only true God but bowing down to false 

gods to save their earthly lives.  

Homiletical Big Idea:  

Faith in the true God leads to costly obedience, but a glorious prize  

Fallen Condition Focus: As exiles, we are tempted non-stop by the sin in our culture and the sin within us 

to worship God’s created order rather than the Creator himself. This only leads to death. By the power 

of God, Christians must grow in faith in Christ, which although leads to costly obedience, ultimately 

leads to the glorious prize of his presence.   

Intro:  

It seems that over the last decade or so of our popular culture, superhero movies and shows and things 

like that have exploded in popularity. If I polled the congregation here I bet most of you would have a 

favorite super hero. I think it’s fascinating because it really makes us think “what if I had a superpower”. 

I think flying would be pretty cool. Super strength would obviously be nice. I’m sure you could think of a 

thousand more superpowers that it would be great to have. Of course it’s interesting to think about 

such a thing because we all know that super powers do not actually exist. There is no one who can lift a 

bus or shoot lasers from their eyes. It simply doesn’t exist.  

However, I am convinced more and more that there is a superpower of sorts. I am astounded at the 

miracle of a mother’s strength and resolve during pregnancy and childbirth. Now I tread lightly on such a 

subject because I am a man and I cannot get pregnant, but observing mother’s go through pregnancy 

and childbirth is astounding to me.  

Think of what a mother endures. Sickness, tiredness, sleeplessness, pain, carrying another human for 

nine month straight, the process of childbirth that can last hours and hours, and I’m sure a great number 

of other things that I can’t fathom.  

This is in my books, a super power.  

And the reason a mother endures so much, is because she knows that it is worthwhile! The prize for her 

endurance and strength is her new born baby.  

Some things are worth a great cost. 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego understand that some thigs are worth a great cost. Namely, 

obedience to the only true God. It is not an easy thing for us to hear. We tend to love our comfort and 

tend to shy away from anything painful.  

The reality of this story, is that faith in the true God comes at a great cost. But whatever it is that we lose 

on this earth for the sake of the name of Christ, I can promise you that the prize is worth it.  

Faith in the true God leads to costly obedience, but a glorious prize  

 



Verses 1-7 All people worship, it is either the Creator, or his creation.  

Let’s remind ourselves of the events that immediately precede this chapter. We don’t know the length 

of time between the previous chapter and this one, but it may be a few years, or even longer.  

Nebuchadnezzar was given a dream from the LORD to show Nebuchadnezzar the things of the future. 

That dream was of a giant statue of different materials that represented different kingdoms that would 

come after him. The head of the statue was gold, and Nebuchadnezzar was that head of gold. After him 

would come other kingdoms, represented by silver and bronze and iron.  

When God reveals this dream, Nebuchadnezzar is awed by God’s power. But as happens unfortunately, 

momentary recognition of God and his works does not mean a permanent heart change.  

Apparently after Nebuchadnezzar had some time to think about the statue, he must have thought to 

himself “why must my kingdom be given to another?” Now if you’re going to build a statue after chapter 

2, and you had a changed heart that worshiped the only true God, you’d build a statue that reflected the 

one in the dream! And you’d probably also place a giant rock beside it. Such a statue would glorify the 

God of the only everlasting kingdom. But that’s not what Nebuchadnezzar does.  

We are not told explicitly that this image that was built was of human form, but the context would 

certainly lend itself to that conclusion. Whatever it is, the imagery is unescapable, Nebuchadnezzar 

honors himself by building a statue that is all about that golden head; it’s all about him.  

So in a tower of Babel moment, in his attempt to be as God himself, the statue is built and the day 

comes to dedicate it. He gathers all the musicians he can find and instructs them to play all at the same 

time. When the music is played, notice that all the people Babylonia (peoples, nations, men of every 

language) regardless of where they come from or who their God is, are to bow down in worship to this 

statue.  

This scene is nothing less than a worship service! And there are only two possibilities at this worship 

service. Either you participate and bow down as the music is played, or you stand there in defiance as 

and are immediately visible above the crowd of on their faces. The Scriptures over and over again show 

us that worship only falls into two categories: You either worship the Creator, or you worship creation.  

Oh how our hearts are tempted to worship created order. Oh how easy it is to justify sin and rebellion 

against God. We are by nature creatures of worship. 

[I read a news article a few months ago about an artist somewhere in New Zealand. I don’t remember 

the name of the museum or the person but you can google it later this afternoon. He is a modern artist. 

This is his latest art piece: he purchased a cheeseburger from McDonalds, and opened it up to get the 

pickle. He then tossed the pickle into the air and it stuck to the ceiling of this art museum. He then called 

it something and valued the piece at something like $6000. I’m not sure anyone has bought it, but if you 

do want to buy it, you don’t actually get the pickle, instead you get instructions on how to make your 

own art piece.]  

Are we so desperate to find things and people to praise that we have stooped so low as to praise this? 

The answer of course is yes we are because we are by nature people who worship. And you will either 

worship the Creator, or worship his creation.  



Worship of creation does not and cannot lead to the glorious prize that await God’s people in the end.  

Remember the statue. Not this one, but the one in the dream. What happens to all of man’s hard work? 

It turns to dust. Worship that is not worship of the true God us worthless and useless and only leads to 

our own dissatisfaction and ultimately our destruction.  

What will it be for you? Will you worship creation, whether it’ yourself or something else created, or will 

you give worship where true worship is due, to the only true God?  

Faith in the true God leads to costly obedience, but a glorious prize  

 

Verses 8-15 True faith acknowledges God’s Authority.   

The service begins and the music plays and the astrologers notice something. Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego do not bow down as they are commanded to do! Of course this is likely jealousy happening 

here. They witness these exiles from another land, conquered and brought by force to Babylon, and 

instead of being put to work or humiliated they are serving in some of the highest positions in the 

kingdom! What an opportunity get rid of them and open up those positions for maybe one of them.  

They immediately go to the king and we hear their accusation starting in verse 9 “O king…you have 

issued a decree…but there are some Jews…who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your 

gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up”  

Some of this is true of course and some of this is false. They claim that the friends pay no attention to 

the king. That is patently false. We get no indication that these men are out for themselves. We get 

every indication that they desire to serve the king to the glory of God. They are not refusing to worship 

the statue because they gain anything! They have everything to lose in one sense! 

But the astrologers do have some truth to their accusation. They are correct that the three friends will 

not worship the gods of Babylon, and they will not bow down to the gold statue set up by the king.  

These three are absolutely convinced that their faith and trust in the LORD means that he is their 

ultimate authority. They know their Scriptures. They know the first two commandments. They shall have 

no other gods except God, and they will not bow down to idols.  

Even when Nebuchadnezzar gives them a second chance in verse 15.  

[If you know a little bit of the story of Martin Luther we can’t help but think of him here. He lived about 

500 years ago and stood in defiance of some of the false doctrines of the Catholic Church. He actually 

started out as a Catholic monk, but became deeply depressed that he just couldn’t do enough to get rid 

of his sin. While reading in the Scriptures the glorious truth of being right with God by grace through 

faith, he became convinced that this is how a person is saved, not by anything else. The Catholic church 

of course was not happy with this and put him on trial. They tried very hard to get him to recant, or take 

back, his confession that salvation is by grace through faith. Luther famously took the stand and 

convinced that Scripture taught what he said it did declared something to extent of ““ I cannot and will 

not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand, God help me, 

Amen. “] 



I hope none of us here will ever have to be put in a position like Luther or the three friends, but the 

scenes here are a representation of the whole Christian life isn’t it. Nebuchadnezzar is long dead but his 

spirit lives on. The world is full of people and authorities who are claiming ultimate authority over the 

LORD. Maybe it’s a teacher or boss or the government or some organization that claims ultimate 

authority by commanding the Christian to do something against what God has commanded.  

It’s not always easy to see this. Not every situation is as obvious as a giant golden statue, but we are 

faced with it in the Christian life nonetheless. That’s why we need wisdom. We need to know God’s 

Word and understand it correctly so we know what God commands of us. If we don’t know what God 

commands, then how will we know what we cannot participate in? It won’t always be obvious.  

In fact these three friends didn’t go looking for ways to be disobedient! There did not pick this fight! For 

all we can tell they were working with Nebuchadnezzar and serving him with the understanding that it 

as the LORD who put Nebuchadnezzar in that position and they were giving honor where honor was 

due. But eventually the fight came to them, and they could do none other but stand for what they knew 

was right in the LORD’s eyes.  

Do we stand out church? If we don’t stand out, or if the world (including our friends and family and co-

workers etc.) does not notice that you are different then I dare say you might not be. Because 

obedience has consequence. Obedience to the Lord means forfeiting the things of this world that the 

unbeliever hopes in. We should be those who are left standing amidst a sea of others bowing down to 

idols. We should be the ones who would rather be obedient to the point of death, than dishonor the 

name of our God. We ought to be those who say daily “here I stand, I can do no other”.  

This is a difficult thing to do. And in fact it’s an impossible thing to do without a faith in the true God, 

knowing that he has authority even over our very souls.  

Faith in the true God leads to costly obedience, but a glorious prize  

 

Verses 16-23 Obedience to the Lord proves his worth.   

So Nebuchadnezzar has given the three friends another chance, but they immediately turn it down. 

They don’t need time to think about. They don’t want time to weigh the pros and cons. This is probably 

for the better since I know myself and I know that if I had time to mull it over I may try and convince 

myself that it would be ok to bow down in order to save my life. But thankfully they do not skip a beat 

and answer the king with some of most memorable verses in this book.  

16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 

ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able 

to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us[a] from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we 

want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have 

set up.” 

This is a tremendous statement of faith in the authority and power of God. Notice that they boys are 

convinced completely of the ability of God to save them from the fire. They do not doubt this at all. This 

is a clear fact. But they do admit that the way that God will deliver them is not clear. In other words 

even if they die, it is greater gain to them because of their obedience to God than if they remain alive.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%203%3A16-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-21825a


The greater gain for them might be to die! But that is not for them to choose.  

There are times when the Lord delivers his people by spectacular miracle. There are times when the 

Lord parts the Red Sea, or send fire from heaven to devour a sacrifice on Mount Carmel, or routs an 

invading army an angel of death, or frees from prison by an earthquake. God can and does do this.  

But there are other times when God delivers his people by the way of cross. There are times when God 

leads his people into obedience and into hardship. There are times when death is the means by which 

God delivers his people.  

Is he worth costly obedience?  

[In Sunday school we have what’s called the Bible Ballots Store. Every week if they bring their Bibles and 

can recite from memory the catechism question they get pieces of paper called Bible Ballots. Ever 5 

weeks I get these bins out that contain all kinds of things. There’s candy, toys, craft stuff, etc. Some of 

the smaller things I price at a low price, usually one or two ballots. But there are items of course that are 

worth more and therefore priced more. There are some kids who just always go for the small candies 

that are worth one or two ballots. But there are other kids who have their eyes on the more expensive 

items. Here’s the thing, it takes a few months to save up for the big things. That means that there will 

have to be months when they don’t buy anything, so that they can save up for the thing they value 

more. There is a sacrifice of the immediate reward of candy because there is something that is worth 

waiting for].  

Is Christ worth it? He was to these friends. One of the most famous chapters in all the Bible is Hebrews 

11. It’s a whole chapter of the account of people who saw the worth of the prize of the future promises 

of God and chose to live for attaining that prize. That’s called faith. Hebrews 11 alludes to those who 

through faith quenched flame. I can’t help but imagine the writer of Hebrews had these three men in 

mind. The writer of Hebrews ends his chapter declaring that none of these had received what had been 

promised to them, but that God had planned something better. He or she then writes that they, along 

with us who have faith, will be perfected. This of course is a promise of entering into the presence of 

God where we will be made new and whole and complete.  

They welcomed this from a distance. Do you see how obedience to God proves his worth?   

For these men, obedience led to being thrown into the furnace. Nebuchadnezzar’s response in verses 

19-23 is that he I enraged and orders the fire seven times hotter. The guards who are responsible for 

pushing the friends into the fire actually die of the heat of the fire. Daniel, who is writing this, makes 

sure to point out that the faithful friends are “firmly tied” as they fall into the furnace.  

We don’t get to choose the outcome of our hardships. Obedience that displays the worth of God is our 

responsibility, the way in which God delivers us is his. This is a hard truth to live out, but thankfully 

there’s grace for this.  

One commentator I was reading pointed out that God does not give us grace for every possible 

circumstance, but he does give us grace for the one we are currently in. I fear that if I were put in such a 

circumstance, I might cave under the pressure. But God does not promise to give me grace for that 

circumstance, only the ones right now. The fact is that daily obedience from God’s people proves the 



worth of God. As we receive grace and mercy new every morning, like manna in the desert, we prove 

the worth of the future promises of with our obedience.  

Faith in the true God leads to costly obedience, but a glorious prize  

Verses 24-30 God alone holds the power of life and death in his hands.  

This should be the end of the story! Humanly speaking, there should be no more story after that last 

verse. Certainly Nebuchadnezzar is not expecting what happens next. As he is looking into the furnace, 

he sees not three men but four. Verse 24 says he leaps to his feet in amazement. I imagine amazement 

on a number of levels. First of all that yes there appears to be four men in there and not three, but also 

that they are walking around. Not only are they walking but one of the men looks what is described as 

“a son of the gods”.  

Now one big question that unfortunately I cannot answer for you is who exactly is this fourth being? 

There are three options, but ultimately whichever option you believe it is leads to the same outcome. 

Option one is that this is an angel of the Lord. Angels are sometimes mistaken for people at first when 

they appear to people in the Bible. The second option is that this is God who takes on the appearance of 

a person. The third option is that this is Jesus himself in his pre-human form.  

Ultimately, whether it is Jesus or the Father or an angel sent by God, the point is clear: God is with his 

people always and he alone holds life and death in his hands!  

Even in the midst of death, God never abandons his people. It is not Nebuchadnezzar, or any person, or 

any government (good or bad) or Satan himself who holds the power over your body and soul, it is God 

alone. And it’s not even a close competition. God displays this by verse 27. When everyone crowded 

around them in amazement, they realized that there was not even a hint of the smell of smoke, nor was 

a single head on their heads singed.  

[I’m sure many of you have gone camping before. Of course who doesn’t like having a campfire when 

they’re camping? Have you noticed that all weekend your clothes and hair smell like campfire smoke? Of 

course you have. Have you ever come home and showered and shampooed your hair and afterwards 

still smell a faint smell of campfire smoke? It seems to be embedded into your skin and hair almost! It 

takes days for that smell to eventually go away]  

These men came out of the furnace without even the faintest smell of smoke on them or their clothes.  

How can we not be drawn to the resurrection of Christ by these verses? Christ is put in the grave, but 

with his glorious resurrection, he rises victoriously without the slightest stain of death on him. In fact, 

replace the furnace with a grave and you have a breathtaking picture of the believer’s hope in 

resurrection!  

We have been given a greater miracle than being saved from a furnace, we have been resurrection 

power! I am convinced that Shadrach, Meshach, and Adebnego were convinced that God had the power 

and the will to raise them from the dead, and so they were willing to surrender their lives for his name’s 

sake. They believed that what was in store for them was worth the cost of obedience.  

In verse 28 to the end of the chapter. Nebuchadnezzar did what he had done before. He was in shock 

and awe of the God of Shadrach Meshach and Abednego. But notice that he calls God “their God”. He is 



awed by God’s power. He has been on the receiving end of not one, but two miracles by God. yet he still 

did not have a changed heart. He will get a third chance in the next chapter and I think we finally see the 

evidence of a changed heart. But this chapter leaves us with a question. Who will you worship?  

Will you worship creation like Nebuchadnezzar? Will you be stubborn and trust in yourself or something 

else that ultimately cannot save you? Or will you place your faith in the only true God. You need to know 

that if you do, that is a calling to costly obedience. But I can promise you, that the prize is worth it, 

because the prize is God himself.  

Faith in the true God leads to costly obedience, but a glorious prize  

 


