Give Us A King
1 Samuel 8:1-22

Have you ever wanted something that you thoughtawgsod idea, but it turned out to be very
different than you thought it would be?
When | was eight years old one of the things llyaaanted to do was cut the grass with
the riding lawn mower.
Not because | was interested in helping out ardhadhouse or because | had a
good work ethic, | just wanted to drive something.
It was a silver craftsman, a classic square boxed hand | believe it had
five speeds.
| begged my dad to let me cut the grass, but ioel seas too little.
Of course | didn’t see it that way. | was fulladnfidence and
believed without a doubt that | could do it.
| don’t remember how many times | asked or how many
different ways | tried to argue my case, but | do
remember what | said to change my dad’s mind.

| said, “Dad please let me cut the grass, if younte cut the grass then | promise | will cut the
grass every time it needs to be cut from now on.”
That one got his attention and he agreed to letuhéhe grass.
He gave me the instructions and guidelines ahtvaént driving the lawnmower.
It turns out | was right about being able to dant man was | excited the
first time | got to drive that thing.
I’'m fairly certain | enjoyed it several times, dutas wrong about
how long that excitement was going to last.
| never imagined a time when it would get boring &d rather
do something else.
Eventually when my dad would point out that thesgra
needed to be cut | would respond with, “Do | hav/® t
Why can’t Robert do it he never has to cut thegjtas
That’s when my dad would remind me of the deal
and for the better part of ten years with a few
exceptions it was my job to cut the grass.

[Does that ever happen to you? Do you ever geetiung in your mind that you think is a
great idea, but the idea is not as good as yol thia? That happens to the people of Israel
from time to time and we find one of those occasionour text this morninggSamuel 8:1-22.
Here the people make a demand from the prophet 8athay say “Give us a king!” They are
convinced that a king is the solution to their peotls because they are seeking worldly
solutions. Their seeking of earthly things haleast four important lessons for our own lives.
Number one is this...]



Point #1 — Real problems can lead people to seeknby solutions. (Verses 1-5)
Whenever we have needs whether they are percervedlonve will seek out a way to
fulfill those needs in someone or something. Tékawalt human condition is to try and
meet those needs in created things rather thacréiador.

At the beginning of chapter eight in the book cdrh8el we find the people of Israel are facing
a real problem that needs to be address¥drge 1-3)
The nation had enjoyed the leadership of Samuel fong time.
From the time of his youth the Lord had been kipggthrough him.
Through his ministry the people turned from &to} to the one true God.
Because the nation had turned to the Lord theyendjpeace from
their enemies.
Furthermore they enjoyed justice under Samuel dsakelled
on a regular circuit to rightly administer everydagal matters
among the people.
It was a relatively good time for the nation, ban&iel
suffered the effects of time as almost all peopiech
throughout history.

He has become old (or as | like to say he is wepout fast).
It's not clear here exactly how much responsibitieyhas handed over to his sons, but
what is clear is that the people see where thedusuheaded and they are rightly
concerned.
Samuel’s sons are not living up to their names.
His firstborn is named Joel which means “Yahwsefsod!”
That is a fantastic name. It reminds us that Ydhalene is worthy
of our worship and allegiance.
His second born is named Abijah which means “Yahisddy
father.”
A name that declares dependency on the LORD bat als
says something of His love for those that belongita.
Great names, but they men themselves fall short of
their names.

We don’t know how long they were on the job fot dsome point they turn towards
corruption.
As soon as that happens justice goes out the smaulse right and wrong are traded in
for money, property, and power.
That is a real problem. It's a problem we seaeday in our own time.
Their complaint here is legitimate, but they dadtne to Samuel to seek
out the LORD for a solution.
They come with statements and a commafeige 4-5).
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They don’t ask Samuel to deal with his sons. Bxédoesn’t
tell how long this has been happening or if Sanewreh knew
about it before the elders come to him.
They don’t ask for him to inquire of the LORD besau
they have the solution, “Give us a king like theest
nations.”
A King is the answer, but not one like the other
nations.
They look at their godless neighbors and
say, “Let’s solve our problems by being like
them!”

[The Bible tells us to build our lives on the rawkGod’s word. Have you ever tried building
something on rock? It's hard. Breaking and sh@patk has real challenges. Man is it ever
tempting to look over at someone making what seerbg great progress building their house
on the sand and want to imitate them.]

When we are going through struggles and trialsveetbok at our unbelieving neighbor
and everything seems great for them we are tentptsaly “let's do what they are
doing!”
I've got money problems. Let’s work more hours aeder see my family
because | have to have everything they have.
I've got marriage problems. Let's blame the oterson, make them look
as bad as possible, and move on to someone else.
I’'m unhappy so I'm going to adopt every self-helplpsophy | can.
| don'’t like the way society is, so I'll put my hepn a politician
who says he will solve my problems.

[These are all real problems that need to be adseldedut how we address them is critically
important. The people of God must resist the tatigat to look for life solutions in the people
and things of this world. If we do that it will evork out in the long run. The people and
things of this world will eventually disappoint ug1 addition to worldly solutions eventually
failing, we see in the next few verses another g lesson. We see that...]

Point #2 — Focusing on worldly solutions moves pelgaway from the Lord. (Verses 6-9)
When we get it into our head that the answer tgoooiblems rests with people and things
and we chase after them we will be creating digdoetween ourselves and God.

Keep in mind that Samuel has spent his wholedif@rsg God and the people of Israel as we

listen to his reaction iwverse 6.
What the people say here is a command to Samuel.
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This is not a conversation starter, there is nesdney have a desire to listen to

Samuel’'s wisdom or seek God'’s will.
This is what we want and you are going to give s, is the attitude they

have.
The NIV says, “This displeased Samuel” which canraeslated “it

was evil in his eyes.”
Samuel sees the worldliness of this and he hatddatice what

he does here though, he turns to the LORD in prégyerse 7-
9).

Samuel being upset is understandable. He has disgdife in service to this people and they
are ready to kick him to the curb when things bezariittle problematic.
God says, “It is not you they have rejected, haythave rejected me as their king.”
They are seeking from a man what they are supiposgeek from the LORD.
God reminds Samuel that it has been that way®ree they left Egypt.
When they are in the wilderness without food (d peablem) they
grumble against God and tell themselves it wasbeattEgypt.
They get thirsty, same thing.
Moses takes a while coming down from the mountain
and they build an idol and worship it.
That is what happens when we chase after worldly
things, we move away from the LORD.

[Anybody ever take a boat ride over to Pelee Isfailide done the trip a handful of times. If
you leave from the Kingsville harbor and you caa 8 island when you start the trees look

very tiny and as you get closer they begin to Ibigjger and bigger. As the trees on the island
begin to look bigger and bigger the trees on thmiawad start to look smaller and smaller.]

That is how it is when we are moving towards somnetlive are moving away from

something else.
It is very important to remember that our closertessod is not a matter of

geography, it is a matter of relationship.
God is everywhere so we can never get away fromd#iographically, but

the space that He occupies in our hearts can vary.
The more we set our hearts on worldly things, #ss they are set

upon the LORD.
Jesus is crystal clear on this point when He saydatthew six,

“No one can serve two Masters.”

[The people here are right to be concerned abeirt situation. A society without justice is

doomed to be sure and there is a great deal ofgbang the way. They are right to think they
need a king, in fact I've titled this series thrauge book of 1Samuel “People Need The King”.
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A worldly king though will do them no good in theng run and their desire for one is moving
them away from the LORD. Our hearts cannot be drawhe world without being drawn

away from God. If we persist at that there is sthiing else that happens. This is the third
lesson from our text, that...]

Point #3 — Chasing after the world dulls the earsat God’s warnings. (Verses 10-20)
The Bible is full of caution signs and stop sigasdur life. The Lord often brings godly
people across our path to say you better turn @rcanse were your headed is
destructive, but if we are bound and determingultsue earthly satisfaction we will
have cotton balls in our ears.

God tells Samuel in verse 9 to listen to the peaptegive them the king they want, but He also
says to, “warn them solemnly and let them know wiiraking who will reign over them will
do.”
Verse 10says this of Samuel...
As a faithful prophet Samuel tells them everythiMgrses 11-1&llows us to
listen in on the warning God gives to the peop#&teh with me.
This king that you want so badly is going to tgker sons.
They will serve in his army and run before hiambts.
That would be of no surprise. The men likely thiouof
themselves as having to fight in the army no matteat.
The warning here isn’t about going to battle, treming
Is what is this king going to ask you to fight for.
The sense is he is going to be concerned about his
own wellbeing rather than the wellbeing of the
nation.

On top of fighting in the army, he will force menatorks his land, to make weapons and
equipment for him.
This king will also conscript the daughters ofkrto be perfumers, cooks, and bakers.
So this king is going to force the sons and daugldéthe nation to provide him
with a cushy life.
The warning is that the solution they are seeksngping to cost them their
children.
He goes on to warn them that it will cost them niban their
children.
This king will take the best land, a tenth of ypuoduce, a
tenth of your livestock, your own servants, antegitgive it to
his buddies or use it for himself.
And on top of all that you will be his slaves andem
you finally realize how bad things are and call muGod
He is not going to listen to you.




Now keep in mind that Samuel has been servingoag@het for many decades at this point.
Because he is a true prophet of the LORD we knawedkerything he told the people
was proved true by the power of God.

So they know that when Samuel gives them a won tiee LORD it is truly the
word of the LORD.

The warning here is severe to say the least, buead this irverses 19-20.
They “refuse to listen”, they stop up their eard aontinue on the
course they have set.

What they say here is quite telling. They want sone to lead,
someone to go before them and fight their battles.
That is exactly what God had promised to do, ifthe
would simply love and trust Him.
What they are doing is trading in the LORD for a
human king and they are so fixated on that goal
that they have stopped up their ears to any kind of
warning.

[My dad told me many years ago that it is a baa iepull nails out of a board with a wooden
handled hammer. It's a bad idea because the hanidlereak. I'd like to tell you that I've
never broken a hammer because | listened to myldadgadly I've broken a few. | always
have a reason for not listening. | don’t haveanrar, I'm sure it will be fine this time, | have
to get that nail out right now, and on it goegjet the idea in my head and | don't listen.]

That is what we can be like with the LORD.
People who carry the name Christian fix their eyesvorldly things and
completely ignore the warnings of the Scriptured fatiow believers.
I've seen it many times when people who say theybatievers get into a
romantic relationship with and unbeliever.
The Bible is crystal clear that we are not suppdsatb that, but
people stop up their ears and say, “He’ll changeeame are married”,
“She is a good moral person”, or “I'm in love s@&n’t be wrong!”
Or the person who trades in Church on Sunday faesoing
else.
The Scripture tells us to meet with other believerse
encouraged towards righteousness and warns ugzé¢hat
will drift away if we don’t worship with other belvers.
People will say, “Don’t come at me with your self-
righteous hypocrisy, being at church doesn’t save
you!”



[The bible warns us about pride, about immorahtyput greed, gossip, and alike. Are we
people who justify sin and refuse to listen to Goglarnings? It is an easy trap to fall into and
the sobering reality that we need to pay attertas that God warns us for good reason. We
will not be the exception to the rule, we will sifthe consequences of ignoring God. In fact,
God will see to it and the way He does it may ssgus. That is the fourth lesson of our text
today. Here is the lesson...]

Point #4 — If people keep chasing the world they mht get it. (Verses 21-22)
We know the old saying, “Be careful what you wish, fyou just might get it!” Why is
that saying so true? Because often the things avé most are bad for us in the long run.
That is 100% true when we look to created peoptethimgs to do for us what only God
can do.

What we are told here werses 21-22 should make us seriously consider the things we ar
chasing after in life.
God says, “Give them what they want. Give theking like the other nations.”
If you are familiar with Romans 1, then you knowttis one of the ways God
pours out his wrath on people.
He simply gives them over to ungodly desires.
What really jumps out to me in these verses iyérg end.
Samuel tells everyone to “go back to his town.”
It's a way of saying, “There is nothing more to sggu
are getting what you want.”
The reason that jumps out to me so much is | can’t
help but wonder how they went home.

How do most people act in the moment they get thiegtwant?
We are generally happy right?
Think about that. These people are likely happyualsomething that is going to
cause them misery in the future.
The reason why that is concerning to me is becafilsew easy it is to be
deceived in a moment in time.
How easy it to think that we have gained when aeetreally lost.
There is a powerful warning for us here.
The warning is to be careful about being too easily
satisfied in simply getting what we want in a given
moment.
We have to be careful that we want what is right.

They were right to think they needed a king.
Every single one of us needs that.
That is who Jesus is, He is the king of kings éx@d_LORD of LORD’s.
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We need him to go before us, to fight our battiesescue us from being
condemned to hell for eternity on account of otseflton against God.
He will do that if we embrace Him by faith.
He will do that if we acknowledge our sins, if wat ur trust
in the death that He died for sinners, and belitbaeHe has
conquered the grave
He will do that if we look forward to the day whele
will come and establish His glorious everlastingptte
upon the earth.
He will do that if we make Him our King.

You see if we are not careful, if we chase aftertiimgs of this world we might just get them
and in the process miss out on enjoying the ruléestis forever.
The Lord said it best when He said, “What good feria man to gain the whole world,
yet forfeit his soul?”
It is not a king like all the other nations halattwe need.
It is a King like no other that we need.
Life is filled will real challenges and problemgtbisten the real
solution cannot be found in worldly things.
Looking for answer there only moves us away fromltbrd, it
only stops up our ears to His word, and hurts trerahan
helps us.
So instead of saying in our hearts “Give us a Kibgt
us praise the Lord for “Being the King.”




