Called To Obey
1Samuel 15:1-35

One of the more familiar characters in the Biblesit@ be Moses.
Like many people who are called to serve the LORIhad a tough assignment.
God speaks to him from a burning bush and tellstbigo to one of the most
powerful if not the most powerful king on the faafethe earth at the time and
command him to let the people of Israel go freenfdavery.
Right from the beginning of the assignment it saclit is going to be a
bumpy ride.
His first meeting with Pharaoh ends up making teingrse for the
people and it doesn’t take long for them to getramgth him.
After several plagues the king of Egypt is forcegield to the
power of God and lets the people go.
Shortly after that he changes his mind and chases d
the Israelites finding them at the Red Sea.
When the people see the Egyptian chariots they
basically say thanks a lot for bringing us to our
destruction.

God saves them by parting the sea, but it's naj lefore they are grumbling about food and
water.
It is a constant cycle for Moses. He puts up withgrumbling and complaining of the
people for forty years.
One of those occasions of grumbling is found imiders 20.
They complain about being in the desert withoataw.
God tells Moses to gather the people around aaadkspeak to it and
water will come out.
In anger and frustration with the people Mosesgdks staff
and strikes the rock twice instead of speaking.to i
Water still comes out, the people get water, bull €ays
to Moses that on account of his disobedience hddvou
not be able to enter the Promised Land.
| can’t help but feel for the guy. Who among us
could put up with all that complaining without
losing our cool?
| feel bad for the guy, but what happens to
him is the cost of disobeying what the
LORD clearly commands.

[There are many stories in the bible like thatoriés of people failing to obey God. One of the
things that the experience of people like Moseshtes us is the important of obedience. That
Is certainly true of our text this morning. In &rBuel 15 we are told about an assignment given
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to Israel’s first king named Saul. What happene iras at least four important lesson for us in
regards to obedience. As Christians we are ctdledey the LORD. Jesus said, “If you love
me you will obey my commands.” Do you love Chtigs morning? If you do then give your
careful attention to this text. The first thing g&e here is that...]

Point #1 — Obedience depends on accepting God’s hatity. (Verses 1-9)
As the creator and sustainer of all things, the DJRs the right command whatever He
wills over the whole of creation.

Verse 1 and the first few words of verse 2 cleashablish the authority of what is about to be
said to king Saul.Merse 1-2a).
Anointing in the bible is when oil is poured ovenseone’s head for the purpose of
setting them apart for the service of God.
In this case it was Samuel who was sent by the L&RdD that to Saul showing
that God had set him apart to be king over theonati
This is a reminder that God had chosen to speakigh Samuel.
God is called “LORD Almighty” here, your bible migkay, “LORD
of hosts” referring to God as holding power ovétlahgs, that there
IS no authority greater than His.
So, the most powerful being in existence has sangtb say
to you and that is reason to listen up.

Now, what God tells Saul to do is difficult fortoshear/accept, but we do ourselves no favors
by ignoring it so let’s listen togetheVérses 2-3).
Texts like these are horrifying and they are méauhie.
We tend to think of situations like this as unjostause we do not appreciate the
great offense of our rebellion against the LORD.
The Amalekites clearly demonstrated their hatred3od when they
attacked His people on their way out of Egypt asithe centuries past from
that time up until the time God gives this commém&aul they carried on
in their rebellion and sin.
Further we need keep in mind that individual singser restricted to
the individual, it always impacts the people arousd
Every single child amongst the Amalekite people baisg
trained and encouraged towards a godless life.
If these children had grown up they would haveoiwkd
their parent’s footsteps along the road to hell.
It may very well be that God’s command here
spares them that fate.

God alone sees all things from beqginning to end.khibows what the future of these lives would
be. He alone knows what evil He restricts or p&ry every action He takes.
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He is the beginning and end of all things; thereféte has the right to grant life and take
it away at every stage whether He does it at omelfaal or six months He does no one
any wrong.
No human being has that right over another onlg Gan give this command.
It is also important to point out that this is N@Btanding command.
Meaning this is specific to this situation and must be applied in an
open ended fashion across time and circumstance.
While the command is brutal, God has the aitthto give it.
We are not intended to feel good about it. Godsdud
delight in the destruction of the wicked and naithe
should we.

What we are supposed to see is that the instrudianderstandable and clear.
Verses 4-9 tell us that Saul gathers together y,anarches them to where the
Amalekites live and wages war with them killing sxane except the king named Agag
and he destroyed all the livestock that was “depased weak” but kept the good animals
alive.
Was that the instruction?
No. By not carrying it out in the way in whichwias commanded Saul and
the army set aside God'’s authority in favour ofrtevn.

[Years ago | was working on a construction job veie engineer on the job specified that a
certain size wire be used for the wiring in therapants of the building. It was one size bigger
that what the electrical code required. My foreraaithe time made the decision to ignore that
and use the smaller wire instead. | think we vegréhe third or fourth floor and drywall was
already being installed when the engineer madeigoovery that it was the wrong wire.
Needless to say he was angry. He was angry bettaristectrician disregarded his authority
and did what he wanted instead.]

That is what we tend to do with instructions if denot have proper regard for the
authority of the one giving the instruction.
We feel the freedom to change it, to do things pangt, or sometimes not at all.
You can see this attitude in the workplace, initbme, on the school yard,
and sadly it often happens in the church as well.
We end up deciding for ourselves what is “good ghd@and in so
doing we satisfy ourselves with partial obediencgustify outright
disobedience to those in authority over us eveh @D Himself.

[l admit there are things in the Bible that aretlom tougher side of things to understand, but |
think if we are honest the vast majority of theifares are pretty straightforward. Why then

do so many people live in rebellion against whatl Gas clearly commanded? Because people
disregard it as being authoritative in our livétere is a second lesson king Saul has to teach us
about obedience...]



Point #2 — The Lord alone evaluates obedience. (ies 10-15)
No created being gets to determine whether or oot i€ happy with them, only God
decides that.

We see God’s evaluation of the situatiomwernse 10-11.
God gave a clear instruction and He also givdsar @assessment of Saul’s action.
He says to Samuel regarding Saul, “[he] has aotex] out my instructions”.
The NIV says “Samuel was troubled” at the newse ®hginal language
suggests Samuel was angry at the news.
In response we are told Samuel spends the relse afight crying out
to the LORD.
The text is silent on exactly what Samuel was gatanthe
LORD. Was he interceding for Saul pleading for Gadercy,
was he lamenting, or something else.
What is clear is that the prophet immediately ustdards
the seriousness of the king’s disobedience andseét®
find him in the morning.

Samuel doesn't find Saul immediately but insteadisfiout in verse 12 that the king has “set up
a monument in his own honor.”
The original language suggests that he was hampiis own strength.
He is thinking, “Man | did such a great job orsthssignment | deserve a plaque!”
That fits exactly with what is said when the propéentually catches up to
the king. Verse 13)
Saul’s evaluation is “Mission accomplished | dideamesome job.”
My guess is when he sees Samuel he is thinking abdut to
get a pat on the back.
Samuel gets right to the pointverse 14.

What do you mean you carried out the Lord’s ingions?
If that were true then | shouldn’t be hearing tharsl of sheep and cattle.
Saul tries again imerse 15.
The animals that are here are for the LORD, thiewegotally destroyed.
In his mind what he did was good enough.
Here’s the problem! That is not for him to dkxi

[Have you ever seen those shows that renovatalecoeate rooms for people? The show gets
a professional designer, they get a feel for whatawners want, and then they get to work.
Most of the time it works out well. The homeowneosne home and they are blown away by
how good everything looks, but sometimes it is mglkete disaster. | saw one where they
covered the walls in corrugated cardboard and @&nathere the moved in a truck load of sand
onto the floor. The homeowners walk in and theyiardisbelief in the worst way about what
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has happened. That becomes a whole lot worse thiragesigner is convinced he/she did a
good job. Their opinion is irrelevant.]

| have to say it is troubling how often | hear plegput words in God’s mouth especially
if it sounds like self-help mumbo jumbo.
Stuff like, “You will always be good enough for @6
People who say stuff like that have no apprecidmonwhat God’'s standard
IS?
Even when we just scratch the surface with any kinealistic
understanding we will see how desperately we nesayisur.
We don't get to give the LORD half-hearted worship say to
Him, “That’s good enough be happy with that!”
We don't get to give ourselves a pat on the bagikg
I’m doing not bad with 3 of the nine parts of tiheif of
the Spirit and think that is good enough.
It doesn’t matter what we tell ourselves or what
others say about us. At the end of the day thg onl
opinion that matters is the LORD’s.

[One of the most terrifying passages in the Bibl®latthew 7. People are at the judgement
seat claiming to know the LORD, having prophesdrd/en out demons, and done other
miracles and Jesus will say, “I never knew you,yafram me.” Why because they did not do
the will of God. They have a veneer of faith expegrthat to be good enough for the LORD,
but our own evaluation means nothing at all, thg @ne whose opinion means anything in a
final sense is God’s. That brings us to a thissésm on obedience...]

Point #3 — Excuses for disobedience accomplish notg good. (Verses 16-26)
We may be able to think of a million or more reaswy our rebellion against God
should be overlooked, but not one them will help us

Having heard Saul’s evaluation Samuel says, “Stay!the beginning of verse 16.
More literally it means “Be quiet!”
Samuel then goes on to tell Saul what God has $4edfirst reminds him of what
he was supposed to do.
Saul still in denial says this v@rses 20-21.
Why bring king Agag back alive?
It was customary to bring a defeated king backaarywn
territory to humiliate him before your people, ihsva way of
exalting your own power.
It is like he is saying to Samuel, “What’'s wronghwi
that? That is the normal way things are done!
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He then repeats the same thing he did in versddifibg the soldiers for taking the livestock
and adding a touch of spirituality on top of that.
It was them, not me and besides it is to makafgas.
Why would they be so interested in that? Multipbenmentators think that they
had the kind of sacrifices in mind where they wogkd to eat a good portion of the
meat.
So the excuse here is basically we can't let ald@@®Q go to waste.
Samuel shuts that down right away saying thigenrses 22-23.
Hearing that, Saul continues with the excuseseinse 24.
Still blaming the people he shifts to the excuséeaf.
One excuse fails and he tries another, but it does
him no good. He begs Samuel to return with him
for worship but Samuel says thisvarse 26.

[How many people have ever been in a canoe, kaydigat that had a leak in it? Ifitis a
small leak it's no big deal, when enough water nsake the boat you take a bucket or a pump
and you bail out the water and carry on. Whabrheone on the boat had a drill and put a hole
in the bottom? Everyone knows that would do ng@hmhelp the situation, it would only make
it worse.]

That is a lot like making excuses for disobedience
Saul’s first excuse/denial is like telling God Hasht all wrong and is making a
mistake in His judgement.
God never misjudges any situation and to suggestwaise is an insult to
His glory (another hole in the boat).
He adds to that the idea that God doesn't realewstand how He
wants to be worshipped and that the ideas of tbplpare better.
When he turns to the excuse of being afraid, loeinging the
power of the Almighty instead of believing that Gedl watch
over him in every circumstance (another hole inkdbat).

[It is the same for us. When we try and make ezsahd blame others we are saying the very
same things to God. No one will get a pass frord o their sin by trying to blame someone
or something else. Though we may try very handistfy ourselves with excuses the only
thing we accomplish is making our offenses worEeat brings us to one more lesson from this
text regarding obedience. Here’s the lesson...]

Point #4 — God'’s consistency makes obedience neeaggto salvation. (Verses 27-35)
Thankfully, the LORD can never be affected by amgloutside of Himself. He can
never be persuaded to go against His nature; thresedur only hope is to listen to His
voice.

Samuel’s words in verse 26 seem to sink in with Bhich leads to this in vers@3-29.




This is a picture of desperation in the face sfrlg the kingdom.
In his pleading with the prophet he tears his n@b&h immediately serves as a
picture of what is going to happen to the king.
As much as Saul wants to repair the damage, He can
Why? Because God has firmly decided that anotimgy ik needed
and nothing Saul can do or say can alter that ecis
That is true of everything outside of God and 8taduld make
us all happy.
There is no force of strength, will, emotion, oy#ring
else that exists that can act upon God to change Mén
Is or overcome His sovereign will.

We see that here in Saul being rejected as kingagsaithe death of Agag.
It is true that Saul did not put the Amalekite kiogdeath, but that does not mean he
escapes God'’s judgement, it simply comes throughughinstead.
Now this idea that God is immovable and unchangeimbHis ways is difficult for
us to wrap our minds around and it may at firstrsdéficult to reconcile with
other passages in the Bible.
In fact that appears to be the case in this veapter.
Go back for a moment to verse 10-11...and now gbhdaend of the
chapter in verse 35.
Samuel says in verse 29 that the LORD “does not.ngdddis
mind.
That is the exact same Hebrew word is translated
‘grieved’ in verses 11 and 35.

| know some are ready to say, “That is a contraditt, “the Bible doesn’t make sense!”

If it were a mistake or a contradiction we woulgbect to find different words used.
The fact that the same Hebrew word is used showationality. We are
supposed to see something important about the LOE®.

We are supposed to see that His sovereign will vHie has purposed from
all eternity past will always be carried out. Gualer fails.
You can go all the way back to Genesis and see3bdtplans for the
kingship of Israel to come through the tribe ofalidnot Saul’s tribe
of Benjamin.
We may also remember that earlier in the Book @m&el
God makes Saul king as a means of judgment ongbel for
their lack of trust in Him.
It was always in God'’s sovereign will that Sauhisane
would not endure.

That said, God’s sovereign unwavering will is watkeit in real time with real events.
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This man’s failure brings God no pleasure; thermféte can say that it ‘grieved Him’ to
make Saul king.
At the same time He can remain absolutely unwagenrHis decision to remove
Him from the throne as the just consequence fontae’s sin which in turn serves
His greater plans and purposes over the coursistoin
If that is making your head explode, that is a gthodg! God’s ordering of
all things ought to do that!
What all this means is that the LORD does not charagy
compromise His word in any way regardless of wieaipte do.
That leaves us with two choices. One accept Hislwaad live
under its authority or two perish.
There is no middle ground at all on this point.

God'’s word tells us we are sinners and deserveingthut His wrath.
We can ignore that but we cannot change that. &denowever, believe that and be
saved.
God’s word tells us that only Jesus Christ has doima&t is necessary to deal with
our sin.
First, He lived a life of total obedience. Evergpmment of Jesus earthly life
proved again and again the necessity of obediegimedba Holy God.
The fruit of His obedience is that He had the aptlb become a
perfect sacrifice to make us right with God. Oddgus has done that.
We can disobey that and think that there are otlags, but we
cannot change it.
On the other hand we can believe and obey andthave
hope of eternal life.
The LORD does not change or compromise. We
either listen and obey, or we suffer judgement.

Every single one of us is called to obey the LORD.
Do we believe that? Do we accept His authority®d do then we will want to obey
Him.
Do we believe that God is the only one whose opimatters when it comes to
our obedience?
If we believe that, then we must be willing to aside every excuse for
disobedience. That is what genuine repentancesibiod and it will lead us
into eternal life.
We can say that with absolute certainty becausei$odwavering in
Who He is and therefore His promises are sure.
If we listen to His voice we will be saved.
It's like the good old hymiTrust and Obegays, “Trust
and obey for there is no other way to be happegsus,
but to trust and obey.”







