The Word of God
Psalm 119:89-96

When the calendar changes over from one year tthenmany of us find ourselves going back
and forth between looking back and looking ahead.
Some of us find ourselves wondering where the tirest.
Anybody like that? | know time is a fixed constant it seems to me that the
more time that we have in the rear view mirrorifef that faster time seems to go.
Some of us find ourselves looking back with a nundédrappy memories
and a heart full of thankfulness.
There are those who can celebrate the birth oflidnland
grandchildren.
Some graduated from school, started a new caresrpeed
into a new home.

Some of us find ourselves looking back on the wélrsome regret and sadness.
We can look back on some things that we wantea{dudt never got around to doing.
We can look back on some things that we said ashavidihing they had not
happened.
Many can look back on a year of heartbreak and loss
Several people have faced injury and sickness.
Others have lost loved ones and have had to gadhra
number of first anniversaries, birthdays, and Gmases with
the shadow of death hanging over them.
It is a mixed bag as we look back.

Along with looking back we also look forward.
Because the future has not happened yet, a pemothidok depends substantially on
their attitude.
Those who find themselves more on the pessimisted things tend to be a bit
less excited about the year ahead.
On the other hand those who are a little less pestst or even find
themselves on the optimistic side of things tenthiiok of the New Year as
a fresh start.
This will be the year that | start to exercseal eat right.
This will be the year | get a promotion.
This will be the year the Leafs win the SegnCup.

With all of this looking back and looking forwatthpefully one of the things we are doing is
evaluating.
Hopefully, all of us take some time and considerttiings that we value, the things that
take our attention, and take our time.




As we consider those things we should ask oursgliaeswe have the right
priorities in life?”
As believers, one of the things we should ask dwesas, “What place does
the word of God have in our lives?”
Every New Year | always encourage everyone in ongpegation to
take up daily bible reading with a plan that tajkes through the
whole Bible over the course of the year.
We’'ve made the ‘Five Day Reading Plan’ availabléhatback
of the church.
If you don’t have a bible reading plan that takea y
through the whole bible | would strongly encourgge
to take a copy with you and resolve to read God&sdV

regularly.

[Towards that end | want to turn our attention thisrning towards Psalm 119. This is the
longest chapter in the bible with 176 versess Hivided into 22 sections one for each letter of
the Hebrew alphabet. For each letter there atd ggses and in the Hebrew the first word of
each sentence begins with the corresponding Heletesr for those eight verses. Itis an
amazing literary work and it is all about the Woifd5od. This morning | would like to draw
your attention toverses 89-9@&nd three important lessons we find there conogr@iod’s

word. Number one is this...]

Point #1 — God’s Word lasts. (Verses 89-91)
No matter how much things may come and go in tlnddy whatever new trend may be
on the horizon, no matter how godless humanity esy what God has said will stand.

Verse 89 beqins with a statement, an amazing statementjtdbe Bible.
The writer is intentionally specific here. If ytaok in your bible you will likely see the
word LORD all in capital letters.
Most translations do that to indicate that God@gar name Yahweh is present in
the original language.
The words of Allah, Joseph Smith, the WatchtowegdB-Roman
mythology, Hinduism, Secularism, or all other redigare all time limited,
but the Word of the one true God, Yahweh, thatasnal.
That is true whether we are looking forward indior backwards.
God’s word will stand forever into the future, hiihas also
stood for all eternity past as it has always beethe mind of
God.
God’s word does not change, nor does it bend ozakt
before the will of mankind.
Instead it ‘stands firm in the heavens’. That ngean
its truth and certainty are held secure outside of
this creation by the power of the LORD.




The writer gives us some reasons for his claiwerses 90-91.
God’s Word is eternal because it reflects the neatdi its author.
The word ‘faithfulness’ here has the sense afigpéirm or steadfast.
The LORD does not move from generation to geimsra
He does not give up, He does not through up Hisi®and walk
away.
For as long as creation endures, He does whaayse s
That is why the creation itself is still here.

The calendar has turned on another year, the swrisen on another day because the LORD
gives the command and another day is given.
How can that be? How can we trust the word of Godnatter how many generations
pass no matter what things may look like in theldr
Look again averse 91.
It is because of God'’s sovereignty (His abilityride/govern/control)
absolutely everything known and unknown, seen ansgen, down to the
smallest atom that His word endures.
What God promises in His Word is not left to chantis not a 50/50
proposition, it is going to happen because He hagbwer and the
unwavering resolve to bring everything that He pagposed from all
eternity past into being.

[l don’t know about you, but | appreciate thingatthast a long time. 1 think of things that the
Romans built that are still around today. Thosgsganew how to build roads and buildings.
Some of their roads are still in use today anddbksseum is almost 2000 years old. Or think
of the pyramids in Egypt. They are about 4500 yedat and still standing. That is incredible
but one day they will all turn to dust.]

People, civilizations, and all the things of tbisrent creation are temporary.
The New Year is a reminder of that.
That is precisely why there is nothing in the whali¢his creation that can
satisfy the deepest longings of our hearts.
The Bible says God has “set eternity in the heaftauman beings.
We all have a longing for forever and we cannasgathat
longing will things that come and go, we need stmegtmore.

[God, in His grace, offers us that in His word. &dhyou and | hold a Bible in our hands we are
literally holding on to something eternal. Not thk and paper, but what is revealed to us by
means of ink and paper. As the prophet Isaiah §&kie grass withers and the flowers fall, but
the word of our God stands forever." The Word ofiGsts! That truth should do something
for us if we believe it and it is impossible to dxed) to Christ apart from believing His word.
That is what the psalmist teaches us in verses39hé@shows us that...]



Point #2 — God'’s people must be committed to GodWord. (Verses 92-93)
There is an abundance of distraction in this hig can easily take us away from time in
the Bible and we must fight against those thingsetep the scriptures as a high priority
in our hearts and minds.

When the writer speaks of God’s word in verse 8Bkiety has in mind the whole wordX7) of

God and then through the psalm he reflects onréifiteportions of God’s Word.
In verse 92 here he speaks of God'’s “lam) likely referring to the first five books
of the Bible revealed to and written down by Moses.
In those books we find God’s regulations for thegde of Israel that govern their
morality, their civil government, and their worskugremony.
We find the summary of the law in what we usuaéil the Ten
Commandments.
Look with me at was is said here about God’s lderge 92).

It is possible to obey a law without liking it.
It is possible to be completely ok with breakiniga but refrain from doing so for fear of
the consequence should you be caught breakingithe |
That is the way societies throughout history hasetlorder.
The problem with that is it does nothing to addtéssdefault condition of
the human heart.
People, including you and me, are evil by natuk smif you remove
the consequence for breaking the law what will pedp? They will
break the law.
That is exactly what we see in the world as ittesddo the law
of God.
As our world becomes increasingly godless having no
fear of His judgment we see an increase of disckgar
His word.

God, according to His common grace, does restuchén evil and that is good, but that is not
enough to belong to Him as His people, and thabisenough to help us in any lasting sense.
What does he say here? He says that God'’s lanswas ‘delight’.
He does not follow God’s law simply out of fealthough it is right to fear God.
He follows God’s law because he sees the goasdrfasin and of itself.
He sees that God’s laws are more than arbitratyucisons, he sees
that they flow out of the goodness of who the LOBD
Apart from that delight there is only destruction.
To that he adds this Merse 93.

A precept is a general rule that governs behaveana thought.
He is likely thinking here about how God’s laws actually applied and lived out in life.
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That is, | believe, the biblical definition of wisth, to rightly apply God'’s word to

our lives.
He has committed his life to that, to filling hisrmd with the word of the
LORD and living his life accordingly.
On account of that he says, the LORD has ‘presdnife.’
Simply put, the Bible works brothers and sisters
Does that mean life is free from trials? No! Hstjtold
us about perishing and affliction.
What it means is that in the end God’s way always
proves itself to be true and knowing that His
people remain committed to His word.

[Think of it like being a doctor. Would you waiat ¢jo to a doctor who had no real interest in
remembering what he/she had been taught in mesbbalol? Would you want to go to a
doctor who had no interest in learning more aboedicine? Wouldn’t you want to go to a
doctor who delighted in remembering what he/sheléached and was always interested in

knowing more?]

Just like you can’'t be a good doctor without knaywrhat you learned in medical school
and continuing to learn as you practice medicindps it is impossible to be a Christian
without an ongoing affection for the Bible.
Far too many people who claim the name Christiarcantent to live their life and
form their beliefs according to their own thinking.
The genuine Christian life is far different frohat.
The Christian life is realizing that our own thingiis foolish and
wicked and that it needs to be changed by thediViford of God.

[Can you say this morning that you delight in thbl&? Can you say this morning that you
want to know more? Listen, God’s word does moam tiimply tell us rules for life, it tells us
about the Author of life. It is impossible to lothee LORD and let your bible collect dust on
the shelf. That brings us to one more lesson tluatext. Here is the lesson...]

Point #3 — God’s people find hope in God’s Word. (¥rses 94-96)
If we want something more substantial in our litlesn wishful thinking and weak
deceptive theology, then we need to take the thkkawing the bible seriously.

After hearing about the psalmist’'s commitment swlord of God we might get the impression
that he has it in his mind that he can save himtak just follows God'’s laws close enough.
That obedience and being rescued is similar tor&avearning his wages for doing a

job.

That impression vanishes wikrse 94.
Whatever trouble he has already faced in histife clear that they are not

over.
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He has no confidence that he is going to rescusdifnrather he cries
out to the LORD for salvation.
Notice the basis of his plea.
He does not appeal to his own merit, but instead he
appeals to his relationship with God.
It is only after speaking of belonging to the LORD
that he adds the seeking out of God’s precepts.

That is critical. It is our belonging to God thatoduces the seeking and delighting in His
Word.
The two are inseparable. Itis a great error itaktthat keeping God’s law makes us right
with Him for we are all law breakers.
That's why Jesus died for us, to pay our debtatsy every requirement of the
law on our behalf.
We gain access to that payment by faith in Clalmte.
It is an equally great error to think that recegvthe gift of salvation
in Jesus Christ by faith accomplishes nothing inlives.
One of the basic things that belonging to God insthioes for
us is it gives us a delight and desire to “seek Gatd’s word.
If you have no such desire, you should have great
concern for the condition of your soul.
If you do have such a desire, then you have an
incredible gift ¥erse 95).

Every Christian can say the same thing.
“The wicked are waiting to destroy” us.
Sometimes we can see it. Institutions, governmeamis people who hate God also
hate His people and would like nothing better tttasee an end to the Church.
That is happening every day in many parts of thddy
There is also enemies of God’s people that go umfee¢he most
part.
Paul says in Ephesians that we are waging a wansidthe
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms”.
Peter says that our “enemy the devil prowls ardikeda
roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”
On top of that we have the enemy of death casting
a shadow over our lives.

With these great enemies waiting to destroy ust whave do?
The psalmist says, “I will ponder your statute$fie NAS and NKJ translates “statutes”
as “testimonies.”
In other words in the face of great forces seekisglestruction, the psalmist turns
his attention to the promises of the LORD.
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As believers we don’t just say things like, “It iaall work out in the end” or
“follow your heart” or “you’ll end up in a bettellgre because you are a
good person”.
We don’t base our hope on wishful thinking or tlesvpr of being
positive.
Our hope is firmly planted on the rock of God’s hangeable
and enduring word which He confirms by His immeable
power, the power by which He raised Jesus frontéaal.
And listen, our hope only increases as we go daaper
the Word of God.\{erse 96)

[Imagine a gold mine that never ran out of goldhatwvould people do if such a mine was
discovered? | think it is safe to say they woudefx digging.]

If you are holding a bible in your hands this mamiand you should be, you are holding
something that is worth far more than gold.
We are holding something of eternal worth that shaw/the glories of an infinite
God.
The more we know of God the more sure our hopkebeil

So this is my plea as we stand at the beginnirghéw Year.
Let us resolve to turn our attention to the waréod.
If you have been doing that this past year, or dgemany years before, good!
You already see the truth of what these verses tudges.
You will continue to benefit from the Word of God
If you haven’t been doing that, start today.
The Bible is an incredible gift of God’s graoceus.
Where everything else in creation is fleeting, the
word of God lasts.
Because it's God’s word, if we are His
people we need to be committed to it.
In our commitment to the Word of
God we will find certain and glorious
hope.




