Serving Two Masters
1Samuel 29:1-11

| had the opportunity to read a few pages of the vecently published biography of Dr.
Raphael Thomas written by Jim Ruff.
It is quite a story to say the least.
Dr. Thomas’ parents were Jesse and Abigail Thomas
Jesse had attended a very good school and in kpeyitim his family
connections he became a lawyer.
The Thomas’ would have nine children together aaditally four of
them died in their early years of life.
Amazingly, the LORD worked through those tragicskesto
lead Jesse back to school in order to become arpast
A year before entering into the ministry, in 18J8sse
and Abigail welcomed their youngest child into therld
and gave him the name Raphael.

Under the guidance of his father and mother Raphasie to know Jesus as his Lord and
Saviour at a young age.
As a young man he was a gifted athlete and stuad@hbecause of his keen intellect he
was able to pursue a career in medicine.
He attended Harvard following high school and ad@ming an undergraduate
degree pursued theological training at Newton Tdéggohl institute where his
father by that time had become professor of churstory.
Through a variety of missionary influences, the tiasous of which being
D.L. Moody, Raphael had been turned towards mission
Particularly he would attend Harvard Medical Schoetoming a
doctor in order to use that skill on the missia@idi
The Biographer quotes him as saying that he, tietcall to
Medicine always understanding the prior call toistiy and
the medical asset always being subservient tcstraice, just a
means to an end.”

So he completed medical school, became a doctoed@ mission board, married his wife
Winifred in 1908, and in 1909 the newlyweds made thiay to the Philippines.
Conditions were difficult as you might imagine, IRdaphael’s early ministry was a
blessing both in terms of his medical ability amglévangelistic zeal to tell people about
their need of Jesus.
He served there faithfully until 1927.
That was the year he was forced to make a chdibe.mission agency that
he had been with for over twenty years told hirsttyp preaching the gospel
and only focus on medical work.
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He knew right away that could never be ok. That waver his vision
for becoming a medical missionary.
Faced with the ultimatum he resigned and retuto¢de US.
He was not defeated, however, and after meeting wit
fellow believers for counsel and direction a nevgsion
organization was founded with the gospel at the cdr
its purpose for existing.
Today that organization is known as ABWE, with
over 1000 missionaries in 84 countries.
I've seen firsthand the philosophy of Dr.
Thomas at work and am deeply thankful for
his legacy of faithfulness to his master Jesus
Christ.

[That story is a reminder of what the Lord Jesys sathe gospel of Matthew chapter 6 where
he says, “No one can serve two masters.” Thehdeay that different masters have competing
interests which make it impossible to be dedica&bdabth. We find David in a situation like

that here inlSamuel 29:1-11.David has been living in the land of the Philissvaith one of
their rulers, a man named Achish, for a little cagrear. As is often the case the Philistines are
now marching off to fight a war against the Isr&dlj the people to whom David belongs, and
David and his army of about six hundred men am timimarch to war with Achish. Matthew
Henry describes David'’s situation like being betwaaock and a hard place. Do you ever feel
like that? Do you ever feel like you have compgiimerests in your life that are trying to pull
you in different directions? That is the situatfonDavid. He is supposed to be the servant of
Achish, but he is also bound to Israel and her kiagned Saul. His situation shows us some of
the problems with trying to serve two masters. réleee at least three lessons for us to take
away from this text. Number one is this...]

Point #1 — Trying to serve two masters always leads a choice. (Verses 1-3)
If someone tries to serve two or more competingragting sooner or later they are going
to have to decide which is more important.

Verse 1 sets the scene for the two competing interests.
It would seem that Philistines are ‘all in’ onglmampaign.
They are bringing everyone they have to the figlgive themselves the best
possible chance.
They camp at a place called ‘Aphek’ which meangl@sure’ probably
because the terrain gave them some natural prateagiainst attack.
Israel on the other hand camps at the nearbyrigpni Jezreel”.
That place’s name has a very interesting meaning.
“Jezreel” means “God sows”.
That is a very fitting name considering that God in
His providence had brought all this into being in
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order to bring about the end of Saul’s reign which
He had said He would do many years before any of
this happens.

Verse 2 goes on to tell us about David's situation.
He and his men are marching with the Philistimethe back of the army.
He ends up there it says because that was the Atdeeh was, the king who
David was supposed to be serving.
It is very interesting that he ends up at the @frttie line like he does.
If he was to fight for the Philistines it would bedefensive position,
but if he were to fight for the Israelites themvtuld be the perfect
place to launch a surprise attack from.
David’s presence is noticed by the other Philistulers {erse
3).

There must have been something about David and his
men that made them recognizable.
| suspect they were following Mosaic Law at least
to some degree which would make their haircuts
and clothing easy to spot because God wanted His
people to be distinct from the other nations.

The tone of their question to Achish is basicéllyhat in the world are those guys doing
here?”
A good question considering they are on their teafyght these exact people.
Why are enemy soldiers marching in our army?
Achish tries to make the case for David andhies.
He believes David has changed sides on accouns pibblems with
King Saul.
He believes that David is now his servant which msdae will
fight for the Philistines.
There is no getting out of it. With every step &vds the
battle lines David is one step closer to havinghake a
choice.
When the fighting starts he will either fight fdret
enemies of God’s people or fight for the Israelites

[It is sort of like being in a room that has twood® and all the oxygen is being sucked out. In
the room there is a monitor on the wall that iBriglyou how much time is left before all the
air is gone. No matter what is in the room to hap decide between the two doors, one thing
is for sure, you have to eventually make a choiteu need to pick a door and walk through it
if you want to live.]

That same thing has to happen when you try to hawenasters.



Nowhere is that more clear than in our relatigms¥ith the LORD.
Far too often believers try to belong to God #dreworld at the same time.
We say we love God, we say we want to live lifecadng to His
word, but we also want to keep our unbelievingnfde happy.
We say we want to honour the LORD, but we also wakeep
our job.
We say we want to follow Jesus, but don’t want himg
to do with hardship, suffering, or sacrifice.

Now, if we are clear in our hearts Who our Masterthen it is quite possible to have
unbelieving friends, in fact it is a good this t sb.
If you want to know how you are doing there just gsurself, “Am | seeking to draw
my friends towards Jesus or are they drawing meg/awa
If Jesus is our Master then we will seek to bebihst employee in every job we do,
but we should never be willing to do things thatdGays are wrong for the sake of
keeping a paycheck.
God in His mercy may keep us from hardship butafddlls us to walk
through it, then are we willing?

[The point is that life is filled with countlessakes both big and small. Choices between what
Is right and what is wrong and it is impossiblglay both sides of the fence when it comes to
God. We are either going to have Him as our Mastesomeone else. Every choice we make
IS going to be a reflection of who we wish to serttere is a second lesson from our text...]

Point #2 — Someone with divided loyalty is difficulto trust. (Verses 4-5)
When a person shows a willingness to turn theik lsacsomething or someone they
have claimed to be devoted to it tends to casad®h of suspicion over their future
commitments.

Though Achish has been happy with David and toestich for him with the other Philistine
rulers, they aren’t buying it. Merses 4-5)
It is fairly certain that some of these guys hadspnally witnessed David in action.
There is a good chance they were there when Dawlddown Goliath.
The song they reference here about David “slayiagems of thousands”
was first sung, according to chapter 18, when these returning from that
very battle where the giant had fallen before theng shepherd who had a
sling and a stone.
When he had entered Saul’s service and the kindobadme jealous
of David, Saul sent him on mission after missiopihg he would be
killed by the Philistines.
Doesn’t happen, instead David wins victory aftetaety at the
expense of these Philistines.




Saul’s bride price for his daughter Michal to beeom
David’s wife also resulted in the death of Phihss.

That is why these guys are ticked off at Achish.
They are thinking this guy is responsible for tleatths of many Philistines, there is no
way he is going be on our side when the fightiragtst he is likely to turn on us to win
back the favour of Israel’s king.
While | don’t think David would have been motivatey getting back into Saul’'s
good graces, | definitely think these guys arelun@dred percent right in what
they are saying.
| think we see a hint of this in chapter 28:2 alsh & chapter 27 where
David deceives Achish about what he has been doiogder to make
himself appear loyal and helpful to the Philistiiag.
While these men are not good men they have enaugimon sense
to size up this situation and be unwilling to trashan who has been
a servant to the king of Israel and is now paskingself off as a
servant to Achish.

[Have you ever heard of a guy named Edward Snowd¢m®ised to work for the United States
government as a computer consultant. Several yemrdie decided to share a whole bunch of
classified information with journalists. He fleal Russia and as far as | know he still lives
there. I'm guessing the Russians really enjoyealv@ien making the Americans look bad, but |
highly doubt they are giving him access to themsely guarded secrets. Why? Because if you
are willing to give up the secrets of your own doynvhat could keep you from doing the same
thing to another country? The answer is nothing.]

That is how it is having a divided heatrt, it malges and untrustworthy person.
This can work itself out in our lives in seved#ferent ways.
If you lie to one friend to make another friend pppvhat is to stop who
from turning the tables in the future and lyinghe friend you wanted to
make happy?
Why should they trust you?
If you are willing to steel for someone, why wouyiau be
unwilling to steel from them?
If you are willing to break a commitment because
someone makes you a better offer, what is to keep y
from doing that again if another offer comes along?
Nothing.

[That is the case here with David. It is true leel from Saul for good reason. Saul tried to Kill
him on multiple occasions. It is true that fortdd over a year he has managed to win the
approval of Achish, but that does not mean heuly tin the side of the Philistines and so it is
understandable that the other rulers are a ligketiat what might happen. It is understandable
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that they don't really trust him. That brings asatthird lesson from this text. This is one that
can sometimes be hard to take, but it is always@omgood. Here is the lesson...]

Point #3 — God always rescues His people from semg two masters. (Verses 6-11)
Because the LORD is Who He is—Namely the highedtast Being that exists Who
alone is worthy of our devotion—He will always ahge point remove competing
loyalties from the hearts of those who belong tmHi

Having been rebuked by the other Philistine kingd anable to convince them to let David
come along, Achish goes to speak with hiwverse 6-7.
Achish believes David has been faithful and loyal aould be a help on the battlefield
against the people he used to serve.
The question is, does David feel that way?
Matthew Henry believed that David was honour boumserve the
Philistine on account of the protection he had gied by giving the outlaw
Hebrews a place to stay.
I’m not convinced David actually felt that way, libat is the case he
tries to make with Achishverse 8).
On the surface this seems like a strange questiaski,
because Achish had just said that David had dotienip
wrong and he would be happy to have him alonggiot fi
It is almost as if David is saying, “Are you readlyre |
can’t come?”

The way David talks here it makes it sound likedadly wants to go to the battle, but I find it
hard to imagine that he is going to raise his swagainst his own people.
| think it is very interesting the way he asks duiestion at the end of verse 8.
He doesn’t say to Achish, “Why can’t | go and figigainstyour enemies?”
He asks, “Why can’t | go and fight against the emsnof my lord the
king?”
Who is his lord? Who is his king? Achish assuimess referring to
him, but he could just as easily have been refgtonSaul.
That is what he calls Saul the last time he spokerh after
sparing his life back in chapter 26.

It may go even deeper than that, David may haveiGaund with his statement.
Do you remember why David spared Saul’s life everugh he did not deserve it?
Because David calls him the Lord’s anointed.
It was his devotion to God that prompted him tovemeercy to Israel’s king.
If he were to go into battle and fight against Igraelites it would mean

much more than going against Saul, he would beggagainst his
commitment to the Lord.
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While | am convinced he would never do that, ifgoes to this battle
he would become a traitor to someone.
Either he would be a traitor to Israel or to Achigio had
shown him kindness over the past year.
As it turns out he doesn’t have to betray anyadfwerses
9-11).

By looking for safety in the land of the Philissn@avid had gotten himself into a bit of a dicey
situation.
He had tried to pass himself off as a servant tieigkcwhile still belonging to the people
of Israel in his heart.
It was an unstainable situation which eventuadlgl ko lead to something like this.
What would have happened had David and his meralacgone into
battle?
| think they would have betrayed the Philistinas, Wwhat would the
consequences have been?
We don’t know because it didn’'t happen that wayhaiive
can say is that the LORD graciously worked thisfouDavid
to get him out of the situation he had put himseby trying to
pass himself off as a servant to an enemy of Goelgple.

[Have you ever promised to be in two places at @nkbee made that mistake a time or two. |
agree to go somewhere or do something for somawgetfing that I've already said | would

be somewhere for someone else. Have you evehbatlappen? | still haven't figured out
how to be in two places at once so when that happkave to make a choice and | always feel
bad about it. Sometimes though something will lempghat has nothing to do with me where
one of the people will call and reschedule and loffethe hook and don’t have to choose who |

will cancel on.]

That's what the LORD does here for David, he resdum from his situation of divided
loyalty.
| believe God does this same thing for everyoia¢ blelongs to Him.
Think for a moment about what the LORD does togpeople to Himself.
God the Father sends God the Son into the worddlffer and die so
that our mistakes can be made right and we cam@etoHim by
faith.
| can hardly begin to appreciate the magnitudewé lthe
LORD shows for us by doing that.
Now, if the Father is willing to send the Son whbim
loves to do that, how could He ever be willing & b
satisfied with letting us be devoted to someone or
something else?



He can’t! He will never allow Jesus’ death to bevain.

Therefore, He sends the Holy Spirit to His peoplgive us a heart to understand that we
can only have One Master and His Name is Jesus.
The process through which He accomplishes thattisimways easy but it is
always for our highest good.
It is for our good because no one can serve twaiems
You can pretend. You can offer lip service to Ggulj can lie to
others, and even lie to yourself, but sooner @rlatho your master is
will become clear.
So let’s ask ourselves this morning, “Who is inrgeaof my
life? Who is my master?”
Listen, there is no one better than Jesus.



