Good News Worth Repeating
2Peter 1:12-21

One of the last classes | ended up taking in Seminas a class called ‘homiletics’.
That is the class where they teach you how toghrearmons.
| had delayed taking the class in my undergradetefecause | didn’t really agree
with the professor’s doctrine or demeanor towar@aghing.
| delayed taking it in seminary because living éhh@urs away from the
school | took as many online courses as | coulkkep me from having to
make the drive twice a week for several months.
| am still grateful for God'’s timing on that becausy the time | took
the course there was a new professor who | de@plseaiated and
who, | believe, helped me become better at comnatinig God’s
Word.
One of things that stuck out to me in that class aatory the
teacher told about a guest lecturer at a Bibleegell
| don’t recall the name of the teacher or the galbut |
remember the story.

The guest lecturer ask two simple questions tctilngents.
The first question was, “What message to unbelgerest need to hear?”
The vast majority of the students all came back thie same answer. Anyone
want to take a guess as to what their answer was?
The students said, “The Gospel!”
That is absolutely the right answer. What couldrimee important
than hearing how a person can be forgiven by Godverything they
have done wrong in their life? How they can havew life in
Christ? How they can have the hope of living ferewith God in a
new heavens and new earth completely free fromaem|full of joy?
What could be more important than that?

The second question was, “What message to believess need to hear?”
This question produced much more diversity ambegstudents.
Some said, “Missions!” Others said, “Holiness!héeh there was “discipleship,
spiritual gifts, suffering, doctrine, and more.
The guest lecturer gave the answer, “The Gospel”
My professor used that story to impress upon mgscthe importance
of keeping the Person and Work of Jesus Christaleiat our
preaching.
It was something that | already believed, but Inidwery
refreshing to hear from someone training othegaéach.
It is what the Apostle Paul said to the Corintian
Remember he said,




And I, when | came to you, brothers, did not comelaiming to you the testimony of God with loftgesech or
wisdom. For | decided to know nothing among yooegt Jesus Christ and him crucified. (1 Cor. 2BSY/)

That does not mean the extent of Paul's preachis)'Wou need to ask Jesus into your
heart!”
It means that every subject, every doctrine andyewerse of Scripture finds its
fulfillment in God the Son, to the glory of God tRather, and we come to believe and
enjoy it by the power of God the Holy Spirit.
That is news worth repeating.

[Of course Paul is not alone in thinking so. Alltloe apostles held the same view and we see
another example of that in our text this morn?Reter 1:12-21.These verses are linked to the
verses that come before, particularly verses 5ththose verses he tells believers about how
the gospel of Christ changes the one who believaasd then he goes on to say in verse 12 that
they already know what he just said. That raisggestion, “Why say it if they already know
it?” Itis a good question and Peter gives us sgaue answers in these verses. First he starts
off by showing us this in verses 12-15, that...]

Point #1 — The life changing gospel of Jesus Christ worthy of constant reminder. (12-15)
The work of almighty God in the person and worlzafd the Son to save people from
what we deserve on account of our evil is so gaadtglorious that through the work of
God the Spirit it will keep and captivate God'’s pkeoto the glory of God the Father
forever; therefore, the Christian be happy to Sagt’s hear it again!”

In verses 10-11 Peter tells us that if we are pimginoliness according to faith then it will keep
us from falling away from Jesus and so lead us @téonal life.
Then he comes teerse 12and writes this...
It is his intention to “always” remind the beliegasf “these qualities” referring to
verses 5-7 which describe the life change thatstakace from believing the gospel
of Jesus Christ.
The word “always” suggests that this is an ongaingd frequent action.
He is doing this even though they already knosséhthings.
Not only do they know them, he says they are astadd in
this truth.
It is unclear how long they have been Christianiscaw
mature in the faith they might be, or when the tmse
they were reminded of these things was but no mgtée
answer Peter is ready to remind them/us again.
His passion for this becomes all the more clear in
verses 13-14.
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What the ESV translates as ‘body’ in these veisesost literally translated as ‘tent’ which is a
metaphor used a few times in the scriptures.
It is a good one for the physical body becausaggests a temporary structure.
It is a way of highlighting the brevity of ounte upon the earth as it exists now.
It will not always be this way. There will coma&lay when everyone who
believes upon Jesus will receive a new body whithnat wear out and die,
but as it stands now our time is short.

| think commentators who argue that Peter is irshiBes when he
writes this are most likely correct.

It was rare in the ancient Roman world for sometorese that
long, so Peter knows his days are few.
There is more than that here though, he says Jesus
Himself has made it clear that the time of his dest
right around the corner.
He might be thinking about what Jesus told him in
John 21 or something more recent but either way
the day of his martyrdom is close at hand.

Staring death in the face has a way of bringingtthegs we think are most important to the
surface.

What is it for Peter? It is to tell them stuff yhaready know. It is to remind them of the
gospel.

Even after he is dead he wants to ensure thawtiielye able to recall these things
at any time.

That is the great gift of writing it down and gigiit to the church and the
Holy Spirit has also graciously preserved it for us
His passion for this message says something véitse.
Why is this good news able to keep the believer?
Why does it hold the promise of eternal life?

Because of Who this message is about!

It is about the Glorious Son of God Who in His huihaovercame every temptation
pleasing God the Father in every way, and therredfélimself to the Father to bear His
wrath for us upon the cross, and Who on accouHti®perfect obedience and sacrifice
was raised from the dead conquering sin and deatiell forever for those who believe.

A message so wonderful that those who truly believeare happy to repeat it
and happy to hear it again and again.

[Every single one of us understands this principi®w many people here this morning like ice
cream? Now, how many of you who say you like iam have only ever had it once in your
life? Or think of your favourite movie. Have yeuer seen it more than once? What about a
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favourite hobby or pastime? We keep coming bauk tand again don’'t we? Why? Because
we like it!]

Peter is clearly concerned about the wellbeingetiflers. He knows that reminding
them of the gospel is a good safeguard for theasli but there is more here than simply
what the gospel does it is also about what theglos@nd who it is about.
Though the gospel is something a two year old caterstand and believe it is also
so incomprehensibly amazing that it will captivate attention forever.
Just read the scenes of heaven in the book ofated
Even in eternity the people of God will be singthg praises of the
Lamb who was slain and we will never get bored.of i
Instead it will be our great delight to say it agand to hear it
again.

[When everything in your world seems right, youchéz hear the gospel. When everything
seems wrong and you feel like garbage you don'd pe®ple telling you how wonderful you

are you need to hear about how wonderful Jesughat is what the apostle Peter is all about as
he is staring death in the face. He seems to benserned about dying and greatly concerned
that we remember. Why is he so focused on this® #bes he know the gospel is so good?
He knows because he saw it happen which teachsssthing really important. It teaches us

that...]

Point #2 — The life changing gospel of Jesus Chrikas trustworthy witnesses. (16-18)
The writers of the Bible saw for themselves thelknairGod on behalf of the people of
God and we have very good reason to believe tkheoumts of what happened.

Verse 16 begins with the word ‘for’ which tellsthat he is going to give us some reasons as to
why he is committed to this message and why ibrghw of constant remindelérse 16a).
Most of us are likely familiar enough with Greco+Ran history to know that the world
in which Peter is writing was full of myth and lege
Stories about characters who lived long ago witttefstic tales of faraway places
and gods of various power and position.
When some people heard the preaching of the Gabpeit the Son of God
who died and rose again they simply added it to tis¢ of myths.
That sort of thinking is still quite common today.
Peter challenges that thinking he(¥.erse 16b-18)

The scriptures do not read like myth or legend.
They were not written about events that happenegl before the time they were written,
they happened within the lifetime of the writers.
That means that the events could be investigated.
Many of the witnesses were still alive and cdutdguestioned.
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The names of the people and places were replgaad real places.
In fact you can still go and visit many of the @aenentioned
in the Bible and a significant amount of archeotayjevidence
confirms that places that no longer exist once did.

Peter is not talking about things that happened lon
before his lifetime, he is talking about thingsttha saw
with his own eyes.

He speaks specifically here about being on a ‘Inebyintain’ and seeing Jesus ‘receive honour
and glory from God the Father’.
It seems fairly clear, and all the commentarie=aldron this text agree, that Peter is
talking about the Mount of transfiguration.
You can read the account in Matthew 17, Mark 9, lamke 9.
Jesus takes Peter, James and John with Him up atano@and there they
experience what | can only describe as heaven ingaghrth for a few
moments.
There is brilliant light, Jesus radiates with glaapnd His clothes
became a ‘dazzling white’ according to Matthew.
On top of that they hear the voice of God the Fatpeak to
them about Jesus saying, “This is my beloved Sd¢im whom |
am well pleased.”

How many of you know that an experience like thihthange your life?
That is just one of many things that Peter is sayi@ saw with his own eyes.
Here is the question for us, “Do we trust his tastny and that of the other eye
witnesses we have in the Bible?”

[When | was thinking about this, | was remindedvwd women who came to Solomon to settle
a dispute about which one of them was the motharlkzby boy. After listening to the case
Solomon says, “Bring a sword and cut the boy iri &iadl give a half to each woman.” One of
the women immediate speaks up and says, “Don’t,dgve the child to the other woman so he
won't die.” The other woman says, “He shall betm&i mine nor yours, divide him.” Solomon
immediately knows the woman who wants the chilivieis his real mother and he gives the
living child to her. He tested her testimony ahd demonstrated that she was the credible

witness.]

We can do that with Peter and the other apostles.
You see the quality of their testimony only leswus with two options.
Either they are telling the truth or they agesi
Some will say that they invented the whole thindrsd they could
benefit themselves and gain power and control peeple.



6

That may be a fair charge to lay at the feet ofymandern day
charlatans who use a false Christianity to get |getapgive
money so they can wear expensive clothes and bugterets,
but that is not the Apostles.
They gained no wealth, land, title, or influence.
The sacrificed and served others.
They suffered and died (as Peter was about
to do) for the sake of the gospel.
How many people would do that for
something they knew was a lie?

[Why did they do that? They did it because theyeNeoking to an eternal reward rather than
temporary gain. They did it because they knewai$ Wwue because they were there and saw it
with their own eyes. They had every earthly reasdarn their backs on Jesus, but don’t and
that makes them trustworthy witnesses. If that alase had to go on it would be a very good
case, but Peter points us to some more evideneediag this message. He does this is the last
few verses of chapter one and teaches us that...]

Point #3 — The life changing gospel of Jesus Chrishows the truth of God’s Word. (19-21)
The fulfillment of prophecy is one of the Divina@erprints the LORD has left on the
Bible and Jesus’ life and work is the pinnaclehattreality.

Look with me at th&rst part of verse 19.
Commentators are a bit divided on what exactintended by ‘the prophetic’ word here,
but it seems like the best answer is the wholeT@ktament.
When he says that we have this ‘word more fullyfecored’ what he means is that
on account of the life and ministry of Jesus weehidne clearest picture of what the
Old Testament means and the best evidence tlsatrita.
Because it is true, Peter says, we should ‘pantin’ to it.
The Word of God lights the way for the people ofdGo live a godly
life in a corrupt and dark world.
We need that today as much as any time in therkisfadhe
world.
He says we should pay attention to it until they‘da
dawns’ meaning until Jesus comes and our hopeein th
gospel is fully realized.
He explains why we should pay attentiorverses
20-21.

Neither the production nor the right understandofgsod’s word is the result of human beings.
It is true the Bible was physically written by pémplt is also true that the authors of the
Bible wrote at different times, in different culas, and on different occasions.
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Some heard the audible voice of the LORD tellirgmhexactly what to write and
others had their own thoughts directed by the vaditke Holy Spirit.
What Peter is telling us here is that no mattemtie@ns or the circumstances
God directed it all so that what was written dowesvexactly what He
intended.
Peter says these men were ‘carried along by the Sakit'’. The
picture the original language is giving us is litkavelling in a hot air
balloon. The balloon goes wherever the wind isvibig.
In the same way the writers of the Bible went wkierghe
LORD was directing them.
This is God’s Word and it cannot be changed noenatt
how many godless people try to warp and distort its
meaning.

One of the phrases | hate the most when it coménetBible is, “Well, that is just your
interpretation!”
It is said as though all interpretations are ofadégalue or as if any interpretation is a
valid one.
That is a great lie. The only interpretation timatters is God’s.
It is our rebellious hearts that lead us away fthentruth and thankfully by
the Grace of God the Spirit of God changes ourtbearthat we have a
desire to understand and submit to the truth oSitrgptures.

That brings us to a question. What is the Biblebbut? Jesus tells in John 5 and Luke 24
that the Scriptures are about Him.
One of the clearest ways God demonstrates thdibie is His word is He says things
about the future and the things He says come to be.
Nothing highlights this better than the life okus.
Remember when the Magi from the East come lookangésus? Herod
gathered the scholars and asked, “Where is thesiGbrbe born?”
They knew it was Bethlehem because of the mbbticah.
Being born of virgin would be miracle enough to whiesus'’
divine origins, but God also foretold it centurkesfore through
the prophet Isaiah.
Mary and Joseph fleeing to Egypt is foretold inskEia.
His dying on a cross in Deuteronomy 21.
His suffering in Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22.
And the list goes on and on.

Christian scholars say there are more than threedrad prophecies about the saviour God
promised to His people and Jesus fulfilled them all
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I've seen the calculation of the odds of that hajpmpgeby a man named Peter Stoner and

he calculates the odds at 1 X410
| don’t have the foggiest idea what that numbemnase | know a trillion is 1 x

102 and this is way past that.
With odds like that it seems beyond any senseasfar to think this was

just random chance.
Far from it. The things written in the Old Testarhabout our Lord

and Saviour and all that He would accomplish fodGglory and our
good are fulfilled by the Sovereign hand of Godveing that His

Word is true.
It's amazing and Peter even after years of pregakihappy to

say it again.

Why? Because what do unbelievers most need t@ hEae Gospel!
Nothing could change your life more than hearind believing the truth that will take
you off the road to eternal destruction and set yeet upon the path of eternal life.

What do believers most need to hear? The Gospel!
If we are truly born again than our hearts and mwdl be so captivated by

the life changing gospel of Jesus Christ that wewant/need to hear it

again.
We will desire to go deeper into its truth and wanapply it to the

whole of life.
There is nothing else like the life changing gosgelesus

Christ.
This gospel brothers and sisters is Good New Worth

Repeating.
Let’s pray.




