Know The Danger of Deception
2Peter 2:1-22

Any student of the history of the ancient world knlbw that warfare was a constant part of
life.

One of the major powers of the time was Greece vvias comprised of a number of
city states which cooperated together especialtynes of conflict.
One of those city states was called Sparta.
A place which is primarily known for the fightirgkill of its citizens.
One of the more famous battles involving the Spartaas the battle
of Thermopylae which took place in 480BC.
In that year the Persian army under their king ¥srixinvaded
Greece.

The Greeks knew they were outhumbered by a suiadt@miount as the Persian army
numbered in the hundreds of thousands.
Their numbers were so great that it is said trsatldier in Greek army that the Persian
archers could fire enough arrows to block out tihe s
It is said that a Spartan named Dienekes told hahlie brought good news
saying, “..if the Medes obscured the light of the sun, thddgagainst them would
be in the shade and not in the sun.”
Unwilling to surrender the Greeks devised a plafigiiat in a narrow pass
between two cliffs a place called Thermopylae.
Because the pass was so narrow the Persians auiitiake advantage
of their large numbers and the Greeks, under dueleship of the
Spartan King Leonidas, were able to hold them lbackiree days.

Unfortunately for the Greek army a local citizemmad Ephialtes betrayed his own people in
hopes of being rewarded by Xerxes.
He showed the Persians that there was a way atbernuhss where they would be able to
attack the Greeks from behind and erase the adyatitat the narrow passage was
giving them.
Realizing what was happening a good number of Greedte able to retreat, but
not the Spartans they stayed behind attemptingdors the escape of the rest of
the army.
With their position betrayed they didn’t last loagainst the vast number of
Persians.
It is a classic story, which is why so many pedydee been drawn to
it over the years.
It is an underdog story, one a valour and braveefending
one’s home, but it is also an unhappy ending.




It is a story that shows the threat of enemieotdime
only danger to be faced and how your own people can
also be your undoing.

That can be true in more than just warfare.
| have long believed that the threat to the chamth its witness to the Gospel of Jesus

Christ from outside forces is enormous.
The Lord Himself told us to expect the world toehas. | think we see more of
that all the time in our own society which at thement running full steam down
the path of godlessness.
The Bible talks about the devil prowling arouncelik lion looking for
someone to devour.
It also talks about demons and there assaults stgampeople
of God.
From a numbers perspective the odds are againstius,
the forces of evil are NOT our biggest threat.
Jesus said the forces of hell would not prevail
against His kingdom, | believe that!
The biggest threat to the church does not
come from outside, it comes from the inside.

[We are reminded of that in our text this morngRReter 2:1-22 Peter is writing to believers
so that we might have some safeguards for our. faitlihese verses he reminds them of the
danger of deception. Particularly the danger @fidpédeceived by people within the church.
These verses give us four important lessons ab@ikind of deception. Lessons that are

desperately needed in our day. The first lesstmss..]

Point #1 — There will always be deceivers in the Ginch. (Verse 1)
While the LORD has been incredibly kind with thardly of His revealed truth, there
have always been those who have wished to twastdttry to lead people in a different

direction.

At the end of chapter one Peter gives some impotéaiching on the truth of God’s word.
He speaks of how the true gospel of Jesus Chrssbéan preached by those who were
eyewitness to all that Jesus did to show Himseltfedhe Son of God.
He also tells us why we can trust that the Bibl&agl's word. He reminds us how
the words of the OT prophets have been confirmed.
We talked last week about how that is most evidetite life of Jesus how
He fulfilled over 300 messianic prophecies maddwess before His
coming.
It is plain from what is written here that the LORBs made the truth
of the true gospel obvious.
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Having made that clear, Peter writes this in chapte verse 1.

The history of Israel from the time they come uipodiEgypt until they go into exile is filled
with examples of this.
More than once during Moses’ ministry people sdn’t listen to him.”
During the period of the judges the people wérags drifting.
It is the same in the time of the kings. Duringgh times God would raise
up prophets to call the people back, but at theedame false prophets arose
as well.
The LORD made it clear who spoke on His behalf bseaverything
they said came true. There was also fire from éeawater from
rocks, sick people healed, food multiplied, andenor
Even all that did not keep people from trying tadethers
away from God’s true servants.

Peter says, that was the case amongst the peofdeaet and that will be the case in the
church.
People from within the church will “secretly brimgdestructive heresies.”
What he likely means by that is when deceiversratike church they start out
with subtle and seemingly unimportant lies.
One of the things | have personally witnessed teders using biblical
words and language but redefining them to mean gonggtotally different.
It seems small in the beginning but before lortgrbs into a total

denial of Jesus.
Peter is saying this is always going to be indimerch.

[Jesus said as much when He told the parable offleat and the tares. In that parable He
compared the kingdom of heaven to a field that seagn with ‘good seed’ and in the night an
enemy come and sows weeds in the field. The serashed the Master if they should pull out
the weeds and the Master says to leave them batharvest in case the wheat be harmed in the

pulling out of the weeds.]

It would seem then that leaving of false believerthe church ultimately serves the good

of genuine believers.
We might scratch our heads at that and ask, “Hawtlcat be?”
One of the things that comes to mind is that Gas uhallenges to the truth
to encourage us to know the truth.
If someone says the doctrine of the Trinity doeswétter, it should
cause us to ask, “Why is it important?”
If someone says the Bible has a bunch of contiadtit can
cause us to look at what it says more carefully.
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If someone says there are more ways to God thers, Jes
or all religions are the same, it can cause uBifx t
about the uniqueness of Jesus and help us to aelddh
Is The Way the Truth and the Life and no one cotoes
the Father except through Him.

[The genuine believer will heed Peter’s warningehere or she will not be content to be lazy
in their faith and gloss over important issueshasigjh they don’t matter. We will not be afraid
of questions or challenges to the gospel, but rabek to sharpen one another in the truth. In
these ways the LORD will keep those that belongito safe from the ongoing problem of
false teachers in the church. In addition to bewer present Peter also shows us here that...]

Point #2 — Deceivers in the church will have manyoflowers. (Verse 2)
Those who use teach error among God’s people eftdrup with many followers;
therefore, popularity offers us nothing in termswéluating the quality of a person’s
ministry.

Peter adds to the fact that there will constantyfalse teachers in the church widyse 2.
| wish this verse said, “A few or a handful widliow”.

Sadly, it says ‘many will follow.’
The word ‘sensuality’ here points us to the patéckind of deception that

Peter is concerned about.
The false teachers in this case are encouragingeeaothe church to
follow whatever desires they may have.

The genuine believer in the gospel has a chandediot a perfect life, a changed life
One in which we are fighting against the sinfulicdesof the human condition and
striving for what is right in the eyes of the LORD.
As we have said many times, doing those thingskediaver does not save us.
We are made right with God by faith alone.
Faith in the forgiving power of the shed blood e$us.

If we truly believe, however, it is also true tiveg have been,
are being, and will be changed by the power oHbly Spirit
living in us to live a new life to the glory of God

The false teachers that Peter is concerned withsaggng that living a godly life doesn’t
matter.
They are saying you can be a Christian and enjogshthat God says are wrong.
That is an attractive message for someone whidlidesad in their sins.
The fact is there are many who belong to the churectame only and when
given the choice between indulging what they wauak @beying Christ they
choose themselves.




It is a popular message and many follow it.

Look at the result! It says, because of them (@bbbmeaning the false teachers and their
followers) the way of truth is blasphemed.
What is blasphemy? The simplest way to understasd negative misrepresentation.
That is what happens when a whole bunch peoplmdtabe Christians and live
like the devil.
People look at that and conclude that the gospkémao difference and
that the Holy Spirit accomplishes nothing.

To say that this is a huge problem in our own tand society is an understatement.
With TV and the internet the gospel can reach &rthan it ever has and we should
rejoice in that, but at the same time false tearhan also be promoted more than ever.
There is no shortage today of celebrity pastorsteadhers who focus their
teaching on you.
They will tell you things like you deserve your béfe now, how God
thinks you are amazing just the way you are, thiéyt@¥ you to disregard
the Old Testament, they will tell you that God'spase for your life is that
you have the job of your dreams, they will tell youollow your heart, and
alike.
They are happy to make church all about you.
And you know what they are pretty popular.
They have churches where 10-20 plus thousand ftock
hear them every week.
| bet some of you watch preachers like that on TV
or online.
Now not all popular teachers are false, but
we need to know that that a teacher’s
popularity doesn't tell us anything about
whether they are true or false teachers.

[Don’t be deceived by a teacher drawing thousaseling a bunch of books, or gaining a
bunch of views online. Don’t be drawn in by somegou wants you to make your life all
about you. That is a great lie and one that Retegry concerned about because he knows
where it leads. That is what he says next. Mamhtriollow after these false teachers, but the
third lesson in this text shows us that...]

Point #3 — Deceivers in the church face certain aneternal destruction. (Verse 3-9)
Disregarding the truth of Who God is and what Hesdand teaching others to do the
same can only bring someone face to face with Hathw

Let's look together aferse 3.
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Peter speaks here as though the condemnation atrdat®n is right around the corner
for these false teachers.
Why say that? Because we can often have a skegredpiion of time which can
lead us astray in our thinking.
No doubt these false teachers were saying, “Oaslare fantastic we are
not under God's judgement.”
And no doubt they had been saying that for whatsedike a long
period of time, but the reality is God’s wrath @a@me at any time
and those who persist in rebellion against Him solbn face it.
What is 10 or even 100 years in light of eternity?
He gives three examples in verses 3-9 to prav@dint.
The fallen angels, the flood, and Sodom and
Gomorrah.

From what we know of angels they are incredible pogerful creatures. Does there position
in heaven itself save them when they rebel ag@odf? No, they are cast into hell.
People may pass themselves off as important awenbal, but it won't save them.
How many people in Noah’s day paid attentionisopneaching of what is right?
Nobody, only his own family was saved.
We are not told specifically in Genesis but itagesto say Noah was
mocked regularly for building a boat like he did.
It took many years to build it and the people eht on with
life like nothing was going to happen to them aanddenly the
flood came and wiped them all out.
How many years did Sodom of Gomorrah persist in
going against God's design for men and women
indulging their perversions?

While Lot was far from perfect he did know thawas surrounded by evil.
Peter tells us he was “greatly distressed” by it.
Just before the destruction of the city he eventsmut their evil (although not in
the greatest of ways) and tries to convince a feti@coming destruction.
Some laugh at him and others are angry that hedaopibnd tell them how
to live.
They have no fear or expectation of being destr@etithen in a
moment fire came from heaven and turned the artiesashes
according to verse 6?

[Being or following a false teacher is sort of lidaving a car with loose lug nuts and a leaky
gas tank with faulty electrical wires. It is a ¢laat can drive down the road just fine, for a
while, but it can crash or blow up at any moment.]
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A mistake that we can easily make is making judgsiabout things based on the way
they look now.
We tend to envy and covet what we see from thsideitooking in.
That's how many people are drawn to false teacher
Lots of people like them, they sound good, anééiss like
everything is going right for them.
All that looks good, but if they are teaching thertgat God
hates then they are only a step away from expeangribe
eternal wrath of God.

[That is terrifying and Peter tells us about itlsat we will be motivated to steer clear of
teachers like that which raises a question. Hawea avoid getting taken in by such people?
If they are always going to be around and many jgeae going to follow them, is there any
way for us to avoid the path of destruction thattivant to lead us on? That is what Peter
devotes the rest of this chapter to. He shows wusiises 10-22 that...]

Point #4 — Deceivers in the church can be recognite(Verses 10-22)
If we are willing to look with sober judgement wdlwe able to see the qualities of a

false teacher.

These verses give us some details about the @sdlitat are common to false teachers.
There are a least six qualities talked about Heewe should be on the lookout for and
if we see them they should raise alarm bells innounds.
Here are the qualities: 1 — They indulge sin, ZreyThave no fear of blaspheme, 3
— They have no shame, 4 — They are never satiffiedihey make empty
promises, and 6 — They never learn.
Peter likely intends us to be concerned about eaelof these, which means
we don’t wait to be concerned until we see all bix, we should be
concerned about seeing any of them.

We see the first one in the first half of verselis@en. {Verse 10a)
This one is perhaps the most common in our saciety
Children have been indoctrinated with this phildspfor at least the past 30 years
and it has subtly crept into the church as well.
It is the philosophy that says, “If you feel it ddecause that is who you
are.”
In the church it sounds like, “You feel this waychase God made
you this way.”
They take the truth that you are created by Godgmatie the
fact that human beings have rebelled against Gddreerefore
have a corrupt nature which causes us to desikenalé of evil.
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Notice it says they despise authority. That isrttaatra
of the west isn't it? The mantra of the self, thatv |
feel and what | think it most important.
When a teacher makes you the focus of their
teaching run away.

Next they have no fear of blasphenwer e 10b)
Glorious ones there likely means angelic beings.
Peter goes on to say that these people are withiisgy things that they cannot
know things that are reserved for God alone.
They speak as though they know better than God.
They don’t base their belief on the word of the LQMut on their
own authority.

Thirdly they have no sham@/erse 13)
Reveling in the daytime means they do not care sg&s them indulge in sin.
How many churches have made divorce into a simald?
How many churches are fine with people livingdther before marriage?
How many churches today fly a rainbow flag?

How many times to churches excuse the blatantfdimedr

pastors?
How many churches are trying to make unbelievers
comfortable in their sin?

Fourth, they are never satisfie®/erse 14)
One of the great mistakes churches make is thgtgive in on an issue and think that
will be the end of it.
That is not how sin works. Giving in never sagsfsomeone who loves sin, they
simply move up to the next level.
Remember twenty years ago when the government edahegir definition
of marriage? They said it was about tolerance.
Now anything less than absolute affirmation aneloltion is their
standard.
That has worked and is working its way into manyrches.
When a church or leader retreats on one sin yolpean
sure more will follow.

Fifth, they make empty promiségerses 17-19)
Every false teacher will say, “Follow me, it wile great!”
Their promise is like a waterless spring, Petessagou go there looking for a
drink and there is nothing there for you.
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It is heartbreaking to watch people who refuseita aiside from the way of
destruction.
They are walking along thinking they will find sothaag good and
they end up in misery and despair.
If that is you this morning | pray by God’s mertwat your ears,
eyes, and heart would be opened to the news this ih a
better way.
You can be born again through faith in the lifeattie a
resurrection of Christ and find eternal joy instead
Don’t stay with false teaching and philosophy
because the last thing Peter shows us about them is
thatthey never learnVerses 20-22)

Now when Peter says their “last state is worse ttiagir first” he is not saying it was a bad
thing for them to hear the gospel and follow it.
He is not saying everything would have been alngith them if they carried on in
ignorance, he is saying they have made an alreadgituation worse.
They have been exposed to and even embraced thddra time and then were
willing to turn their backs on the incomparablerglof Jesus to follow after
garbage.
He says it’s like a dog returning to vomit or g piack to the mud.
That is what dogs and pigs do and the same thitrigedor these
false teachers and their followers they go backhat they really
love.
They might move to a different city and get a def& church,
but they keep doing the same things.

As believers, we need to know about the dangeeadion in the church.
That is why God has put passages like this inkdisd.
We need to know about it because it is going ta part of the church until Jesus
comes.
We need to know about it because many will followd $he LORD does not
want us to be caught up in the crowd.
We need to know about it because they are leatlimgvay to certain
and eternal destruction.
And the good news is we can know about it and pu u
safeguard in our lives against it because if wegitgntion we
will be able to recognize deception and stay awamfit.
We need to know the danger of deception brotheis an
sisters so that we might walk in the light of thergpus
truth of the life changing gospel of Jesus Christ.




