Waiting Well
2Peter 3:14-18

When | was a kid one of the things | used to da lagsbby was build models.
| built a few planes like a Spitfire, an SR71 Bdaed, and one or two others.
| built a model of the USS Enterprise. The imagyrepace ship not the real life
aircraft carrier.
| also built a handful of cars and a few other gisinbut the one that stands
out in my mind the most is a replica of a river hoa
Do you know the kind | mean?
It is the kind with the giant paddle wheels on eithide of the
boat.
It had two big smoke stacks because the real it tvas
powered by a steam engine that used coal to pawer i
It had multiple decks, railing, and ropes.

The reason that model stands out in my mind isusxd was the most complex of the ones |
had built in those days.
It stands out to me because of the approach Itteatkhobby.
My approach with every model that | made wasuitdat as fast as | could.
| regularly made the mistake of moving on to thetrstéep too soon failing
to give the glue enough time to dry.
If I used too much glue | didn’t bother to take thee to clean it off
the model or my fingers | just kept putting it ttoger.
My hastiness always showed up in the final product
Things were a little crooked, decals went missdrged
glue was often visible, and paint (if | botheredise it)
left a lot to be desired.

As a boy | found it a challenge to wait for thing® | was supposed to.
| still struggle with that today.
Anybody else have a hard time waiting for things?
It can be hard to wait and it is even hardexad well.
As Christians one of the things that defineasibelievers is waiting.
Even Christians who have died and are in heavewaiteng
(Revelation 6:10).
We are waiting for Jesus to come, the dead in Claris
rise, and the whole of creation to be made new.

[The apostle Peter writes in his second letter atimse things. He writes to believers out of a
tender hearted affection for their good. As hgugkly coming to the end of his life he has a
strong desire to give these believers safeguardtéa faith. God has preserved this for us so
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that we might enjoy that benefit as well. Workthgough the letter we can see the safeguards
of striving for godliness, being reminded of thesgel, knowing the danger of deception, and of
thinking on the future namely the coming of Jeslmsour text this mornin@Peter 3:14-18&he
apostle brings his letter to a close with one nsafeguard for our lives. Having just told us the
importance of thinking on the future he turns hteration to waiting for that future. It is really
important to be looking forward to the day of therd, but it is also important for us to be
waiting well in the meantime. How do we wait wielt Jesus? Peter gives us three important
ways in these verses. The first thing we needatib well is to...]

Point #1 — Be diligent. (Verse 14)
It is easy to become lazy about our walk with Jesukthe Devil loves that because he
knows that a lazy Christian is a declining Christidorn again believers looking
forward to Jesus’ coming must fight against tha,must...

Verse 14 begins with the word ‘therefore’ whiclistels that Peter is connecting what he is
about to write with what he has just written.
He has just written to the church about the conoinilpe ‘Day of the Lord'.
That phrase in the Bible often means the end efghesent world and it includes a
number of events.
Peter in these verses has the big picture in mit@ has in mind the coming
of Christ, the defeat and judgement of all God’'sreies, and the destruction
and remaking of the whole universe.
That is what we are waiting for accordingv/grse 13.
Now look with me at the first half of verse 14/efse 14a
stopping at ‘these’)

As Peter is coming to the end of this letter togbede really cares about, his assumption is
that they are waiting.
That is how he says it here. “Since you are wagitor these” that is the ‘these’ of verse
13 “the new heavens and a new earth in which raytgeess dwells.”
Every genuine Christian is waiting for that.
What should we do while we wait? The second plarecse 14 starts to
answer that for usverse 14).

While you are waiting, ‘be diligent’.
The idea of the word in the original language isvtwk hard, to spare no effort, or to do
your best.
At what? What are we to be doing our best ateww wait for Jesus to come?
First, he says to work hard to ‘be found by hiithaut spot or blemish’
He is not talking here about going down to theestord buying a
makeup kit to try and hide all of our physical imfeetions.




He is talking about the spots and blemishes ofhaanal
failings.
He is talking about getting rid of actions, words,
thoughts, and feelings that go against God’s will.

Wow! That is a tall order. If you are thinkindt s impossible to be without any spot or
blemish” you would be correct.
Because it is impossible we need to rememberdbpei.
If we forget the gospel we will through up our hamal frustration or sink into
despair at our lack of success.
If we forget the gospel we might start to thinkttbhaing ready for Jesus’
coming is all up to us.
If we remember the gospel we will know that it idyoby faith in the
death and resurrection of Christ that God deal$yjusth our sins and
places on us the righteousness of Jesus so thatkddeees us He
sees no spot or blemish because we are coverdrk lsptl cleansing
blood of God’s Son.
If we remember the gospel, what God has done fdiners we
can strive, work at, do our best to get rid of ¢jsirn our lives
that God hates being free from the burden of comdion.

We never make ourselves perfect. Only God cahatddr us.
We can, however, work at it. We can strive forWe can do or best. That is what we
should be doing while we are waiting for Jesus.
Not only to be without spot or blemish but to bepeace’ it says.
It is possible that Peter could mean a couple féérdint things by that, but
he is probably intending to relate the word ‘pedodeing without ‘spot or
blemish’.
The fact is living life according to God’s commansis great way to
live.

It is simply knowing that God’s ways are best andting Him
with the results.
Nothing else can give you rest and peace in ybaifike
trusting God.

Not only does that foster peace in our lives asviddals but it also brings us peace with one
another.
Think about it. What causes fights among belie¥ePside, selfishness, worldly desires
and alike.
If we are trying hard to fight against those thitgsould make sense that it would
have a positive impact on our fellowship with omether in the church.
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For us to enjoy that it takes diligence, we havsttwing for it, and making
our best effort.

[When | was just a teen | wanted to get a job eadalie at Point West Golf Course. | sentin a
resume and a few days later called to ask aboybktheThe man | spoke to said, “No.” Not to
be deterred | called again the next day. Agaisdi@, “No.” | called him every day for about
two weeks until finally he said, “Yes.” | wouldr#t it go. | kept trying. Why? Because |
wanted that job and tried my best to get it.]

Most of us know what doing our best looks like.
We know what is it to work hard at something waniv
The question is, do we want the things that @adts?
If we are truly born again then we will.
Now, no doubt we are still at war with ourfsimature.
No doubt we will fail in some way every siaglay.

In the face of that I find this verse really

encouraging.

[God is not saying to us here, “It's all up to yand if you aren’t perfect then you are on your
own.” What He is saying here is “Do your best!fyhard to be in reality what you are
through faith in Jesus. Because of the gospeleee mot despair. We are forgiven and loved
by God and that is 100% because of the finishedwbChrist. That means we can try our
best for doing what is right out of love for whatright instead of fear of condemnation. Even
better as we try our best at this we will make pesg and get to enjoy the fruit of obeying God.
That is what the LORD is asking of us while we waitJesus. He wants us to be diligent at
doing what is right. Secondly, to wait well we rhug

Point #2 — Trust the Lord and His Word. (Verse 1516)
It is a very easy thing to say that we have putliwas in God’s hands and believe the
bible. It is something else altogether to be tedypvinced of these things in our hearts
and minds.

The word ‘And’ at the beginning of verse 15 teghat this next command is also related to
our waiting for a new heavens and eart¥ier(se 15a stopping at ‘salvation)
What does he mean here by “the patience of out”Ror
One way we could take this would be patience wih
How many of you are glad that God put up with albrallion and instead
worked in more ways than we know to bring us toplaee where we
accepted Jesus as our Saviour?
He could have ended our lives at our first inklofgebellion and
would have been right to do so, but He is patient.




That is an amazing truth, but Peter here is liggiting at

something else.
What has he been talking about? He’s been tabdooyt

God bringing about the end of the world and heldesen
dealing with scoffers who say, “Why is it taking so

long.”
With that in mind it makes the most sense to take
patience here as meaning the LORD waiting to

bring about the end.

On the surface that may seem like a strange thorsay for a quy who is staring execution in

the face.
It may seem like a strange thing to say to peojle are going through tough times for

the sake of Jesus.
Wouldn’t salvation be for Jesus to come right raowd putting an end to all that?
If we think of salvation as primarily being abouidéeng our pain and trouble
then God’s waiting for the end seems like delayalyation rather than
bringing it about.
Without a doubt our final salvation means being firem pain,
sorrow, and death but the main gift of salvatioeamething different.
When Jesus describes eternal life He says thishn 17:3
“And this is eternal life, that they know you thdyotrue
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”

Jesus says knowing God is what is central to etdifiea
That is about more than intellectual knowledges @bout a soul satisfying relationship.

In other words enjoying the greatness of Who Gddrisver is the goal of

salvation.
If we can see that and we can see that God do#smbalHe does to call

attention to the greatness of Who He is includingtiining to bring an end
to this current creation, then we can see thatndising is really for our
highest good because it will help us to see theimax degree of His
greatness forever.
Waiting well for these things means trusting tloed_for that goal.
It also means trusting His worddrse 15b-16).

Of the apostles we have more of Paul’s letterbiénlible than any of the others.
Peter embraces Paul here as a beloved brotherhanessthe same vision of glory as all

the apostles.
These things, Peter says, are not coming fromvarsraind nor are they

originating with Paul.
Instead, he says, that Paul writes, “accordinggéonvisdom given to him.”




Wisdom from where? From heaven, from the Lomhé#élf.
No doubt there are some “hard things” to undersespecially
about the end of time.
That is to be expected when we are talking abongh
of such importance.
Some people take difficult things and “twist” them
to suit their own desires and it leads them to
destruction.

People do that all the time with the Bible.
What does that look like exactly? Peter most jikekans people taking hard to
understand passages and using them to teach wdmttrary to sound Biblical doctrine
that is very clear from cover to cover.
Here is a telltale for someone like that. Theyasemplicated argument and give
you the impression that you don’t understand ilise you aren’t smart enough or
educated enough to see it.
They will talk about how we've been seeing it wrdog 2000 years and
how they now have the right interpretation.
They will make a big deal of obscure translaticargluments touting
their insightful knowledge of the original languagend on it goes.
The common thread is denying the work of the HgdyiSin
inspiring, preserving, and translating His Word.
The truth is you can trust your Bible. The facdthe
Holy Spirit is consistent in bringing the writterovd of
God into being and therefore, the more difficulsgages
must be understood in the light of the clear taaglof
the Scriptures as a whole rather than be useddo un
them.

[We can trust God to run the universe for the gobkis people. We can trust that Jesus will
come at the exact right time to maximize our exgrere of the goodness of God forever. We
can trust that God’s word is exactly the way itiddde. If you open it and read it with
diligence you will be established in your faith.eWeed that if we are to be waiting well for the
coming of Christ. That brings us to one more aspewaiting well. We need to be diligent,
we need to trust God and His Word, and thirdly sotwvell we need to be...]

Point #3 — Be growing. (Verse 17-18)
It is impossible to be born again and remain timesal.iving things grow and so it is

with being made alive by the Holy Spirit.

Verse 17 shows us that there is a connection beattvesting God’s word and growind/érse

17).
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Peter expects the fact that they know about pesptewant to twist the Scriptures to
cause them to guard against it.
It is a bit easier to avoid scams when you knowatvthey are.

[I've experienced this with telephone and emaihsgal can't tell you how many times | have
received a phone call saying I'm about to be agebecause of something with my taxes and
others saying | owe large amounts of money on toadds that | don’t even have. 1 just hang
up and have never been arrested or been in treutileny credit card company. Why?
Because they are scams and expecting that magasidr to avoid.]

It is the same within the church.
Peter says, “take care that you are not caawedy into error.”
Instead he wants believers to remain stabileartruth.
How? He gets to that Werse 18.

If you want to avoid getting taken in by spiritggam artists and so remain firm in the faith
while you wait for Jesus, then you need to be grgwi
First, he says, “grow in the grace” of our LORD.
That means that we have to understand that thoegbuvin our very best efforts,
we only grow because the LORD is at work in ouediv
Why did we believe the gospel?
Why do we have any love for God?
Why do we have a desire to know His Word?
Why are we motivated towards anything good?
It's all on account of the grace of God.

To the grace of Christ he adds that we are to grothe ‘knowledge of our Lord and Saviour.
One of the most troubling and heartbreaking thingen think of is someone who claims
to be a Christian has no interest in learning more.

People who are bored with Jesus are easily disttdmt other things. That is so
sad because they ignore the incomparable gloryioE@RD for stuff that seems
small and worthless by comparison.

[It's like eating plastic pretend food instead loé treal thing. Instead of nourishing you it kills
you.]

On the other hand people who are willing to strétahir minds and think
about things deeply cultivate deep spiritual raatsch help them stand firm
through all of life.
| find it incredibly encouraging when people sharth me that their
understanding of the Bible has deepened or thgtlédaened
something new from the Scriptures.



8

[It is sort of like climbing over a hill and seeiagvhole new landscape which inspires you to
keep walking to climb the next hill expecting tees®mething else incredible.]

Here is the thing. With God there is no end tmbing the next hill and seeing
something incredible.
Some people might say, “I'm too old to learn sormegmew” or “I've already
learned all | need to know.”
Those things simply are NOT true.
No matter how old you are God is sustaining youafoother day by
His grace and by His grace He can open your eye®te of His
goodness.
How can we say we don’t need to grow anymore in the
knowledge of the LORD when He is infinitely glor®un all
that He is?
No man or woman can come to the end of all thete is
know about God. That is impossible.

Can | ask? When is the last time you where awdtblayamazing Jesus is?
Has it been awhile? Has it ever happened?
When is the last time a light bulb of understagdivhen on in your mind?
If that isn’t happening can | suggest to you th& because you have no
desire to grow and because of that you are missihgn your life.
Can | suggest you are leaving yourself open tatgplrdanger?

That should concern you a great deal because uldginoake
you wonder whether or not you are really lookingyard to
the day when Jesus comes.

Every true believer is looking forward to when Jesames.
Yes the strength of our desire for that day goeangdown in life for various reasons
because we are works in progress.
Though our longing for a new heavens and earthvaayit is at least there.
We are looking for these things, but we have &it.w
While we wait we need to wait well.
We do that by being diligent, by trusting the LORDd His
word, and by growing in Christ.
How amazing would it be if we all were looking fcawd
to the day when Jesus comes and we were all waiting
well?
Let’'s pray towards that end.







