Increasing Glory
2Corinthians 3:7-18

| have always liked the idea of a sunroof in a cAnybody with me on that?
On a nice summer day you can open it up and fieeiind in your hair as you drive.
They are nice but sometimes they can have prablem
Our VW golf has a sunroof and a while back it hga@lem. It opened but it
wouldn’t close all the way.
When | looked at the glass it appeared to be gitthooked in the frame,
it looked like one of the arms was closer to tlomfithat the other.
| called the dealership and asked if there wasyatwadjust it,
they told me they did not know of one and thatgheroof would
have to be replaced for a price north of $2000.

| thought | would ask for a second opinion at amotharage.
Their assessment was a bent frame and it would todve replaced.
He thought | could do the job myself and said, “©gou take off the interior on the
roof of the car it is pretty straight forward aftbat.”
Looking for a third opinion | went to google andwobe. | found a number of
videos on how to close it manually, but nothingepair or adjustment.
At this point | figured | might as well start takjnt apart and see if any
adjustment options present themselves.

After few hours of disassembling | was all in.
| had visors, handles, seat belt brackets, andpi@res removed and the whole interior
ceiling laying on the floor of my garage.
| put all the fasteners in zip locks and carefidlyelled them so they would go back
in the right spots.
| could see how to take the sunroof frame outnathing for adjustment.
On the bottom of the sunroof there is a retractableshade and since
that was the last thing to take apart | decidedd hothing to lose.
When | got that off at the very back of the fransaWw how it
worked and that's when | saw the solution.

All I had to do was take out 3 or 4 screws and diepmotor control unit which allowed me to
make the arms that are attached to the glass egamaput the motor back in place and the
sunroof would close.
Here’s the thing. Those 3 or 4 screws can be takéand the motor dropped without
taking anything else apart.
It was a moment of mixed emotions. | saved a burfichoney, but wasted a whole
bunch of time.
What took me eight or more hours could have beee doless than twenty
minutes.
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Sometimes life is like that. Sometimes somethestaring us right in
the face and we miss it.

[Isn’t that so true when it comes to a lot of peophd God. That is certainly true for people who
want nothing to do with God, but it can also bestfor people who have a fair bit of religion in

their lives. We are reminded of that in our tdx$ tmorning2Corinthians 3:7-18. These verses
teach us about beholding the glory of God. Firs,apostle reminds us of God revealing His glory
to the people of Israel on Mount Sinai. From thiatlearn this...]

Point #1 — All that God does displays His glory. \(erses 7-11)
Everything that God has made, which is everythirag e€xists in the whole universe, and
everything God does in the whole of creation, rstiie sake of displaying His greatness
which remains unchanged from all eternity past.

Verse 7 continues a comparison between the mirostiye law under Moses and the ministry of
the Spirit. Verse 7-8)
Contrary to what some of Paul’s detractors woultliae him of, he has a very high regard
for the ministry of Moses among the people of lkrae
That ministry, he says, “...came with...glory".
If we were there all of us would whole hearteglfyee.
Almighty God made His presence visibly known agithe people.
That is true even before they get to Mount Sinagrelthe law is
written of tablets of stone.
As the Israelites where coming up out of slaverizgypt
God put a pillar of cloud before them during thg dad a
pillar of fire before them during the night.
That is pretty amazing right?

He also parted the Red Sea so that there was aitoywvall of water on the right and another on
the left and the whole nation crossed the sea grgdvund.
God gave the whole nation water from a rock inviflderness. It was miracle after miracle
and then they get to Sinai.
God displays His presence to an even greater degaeéhe mountain is covered with
smoke because the bible says, “the LORD descenuédrofire.” (Exodus 19:18).
God calls Moses up on the mountain two differanes where the LORD
Himself writes His commands on stone.
When Moses came down off the mountain from behgldiome of
God'’s glory his face was radiating light, so muohlsat the people were
fearful and ‘could not gaze at Moses’ face’.
The people saw the visible glory of God on the faice man, |
would say that qualifies as a ministry that camé\giory.

Now if that ‘ministry of death’ came with glory witebout the ‘ministry of the Spirit'?
Will it not ‘have even more glory?’ is the questiofhverse 8. Without a doubt it will.




He gives his reasons for that conclusiomernses 9-11.
Again we are reminded of the power of the law hé&khat power does it
have? It has only the power to condemn.
Its power is to declare where we went wrong antweadeserve God’s
judgement on account of those wrongs.
That is glorious, but he says, “The ministry ohtigousnessust
far exceed it".
The law can do nothing to make us right with Gadt,the
ministry of the Spirit in the New Covenant can dittie
Spirit can make us right with the LORD then the istny
of condemnation and death must come to an end.
The ministry of Moses, glorious as it was, is
temporary, but the ministry of the Spirit is
‘permanent’ according to the end of verse 11 and
therefore ‘much more’ glorious.

[Itis like comparing a candle being lit in a rodoa really powerful LED flood light. In a dark
room that candle is fantastic and appears to dgive good bit of light, but when you flip on the
LED flood light you can’t see the light from thencte anymore because the flood light has
completely surpassed it.]

That is what Paul is saying about the ministryhaf $pirit. It is completely outshining the
glory of the Old Covenant.
Now, it is important for us to understand that wRatil is talking about here is the
display of God’s glory and our capacity to behald i
He is not talking about God Himself being moreess| glorious in anything
that He does.
The Bible teaches us that God does not changé)éladogical term for
that is immutability.
The LORD is never more or less glorious; howeves,amount of
His glory that is revealed in creation and the amiadliat we are
able to perceive does vary in amount and we arglield here
that the Holy Spirit is making known the glory ob&in the New
Covenant far more than in the OId.

[I'm guessing some if not most of us might strugmlesee that. We are probably inclined to think
seeing waters part, a mountain on fire, and a leadk a shiny face as more glorious. To think
along those lines is to miss something very impaytsomething that we see clearly amongst the
Israelites. What we miss is the fact that it isgible to see the visible glory of God and not gnjo

it. Remember what is at issue here is NOT whatheot God is glorious and neither is the issue
the amount of His glory. Those things are condamver. What is at issue is the amount to

which it is revealed to us. If all you have is |aiven the glory of God can never be truly beheld,
instead it will remain veiled. That is why we sesgerately need to see this second lesson from our
text. The lesson is this...]



Point #2 — God’s glory can only be enjoyed in Chrits (Verses 12-14)
No one besides Jesus can help us see the greatrleed ORD and have it be for our good
instead of for our destruction.

Paul continues his comparison of the ministry eftdrs on stone’ to the ministry of the Spirit
(Verse 12).
The hope in the all surpassing permanent glorp@itinistry of the Spirit makes believers,
it says, ‘very bold’.
He’ll expand on that in a few verses, but firstteenpares the boldness given to
God’s people in the New Covenant with Mos¥erse 13).
If you go back to Exodus 34 you will see that whiem people first see Moses’
shining face they are fearful.
When God'’s glory becomes visible to sinful peopleytimmediately
recognize that they do not belong and become afraid
That is likely part of the reason Moses puts a @rils to alleviate
some fear, but that is not the main goal accortbrihe apostle.
The main goal is to keep them from seeing what lveasg
brought to an end.

It is fascinating that he says it that way. lirigeresting because Moses puts the veil on rigiet af
God wrote His law on the tablets of stone.
It happened right after receiving the law and itarestops.
Verse 13 says the main purpose of that was to keelsraelites from gazing on
‘what was being brought to an end’.
While it is never stated directly the impressiamuanber of commentators have
is that the glory on Moses’ face was a fading glory
He would meet the Lord unveil his face and comédlitarally glowing
and then cover his face and the glory would grdgdatle from his face.
So right from the very beginning of the law beingeyp, God was
giving a sign to His people that the Law could mot&and of itself,
be a means by which they could enjoy His glory.

That is the whole point to a veil, it is to keepple from seeing.
They could not see the glory of God being reflecd#dVoses’ face, but.Verse 14a.
Instead of enjoying the LORD, ‘their minds wegedened'.
Even though the saw glory with their eyes, in timeinds they grew more
callous towards Him.
This is also a problem that stays with the peopks the course of time.
It says, “...to this day when they (that is peopldemthe ministry
of the old covenant) when they read the old covetaveil
remains unlifted.”
Though the giving of the law and the law itselfull of
splendor, if all a person can see in the Bibldanes that
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must be kept, then there will remain for him or adryarrier
and he or she will fail to see and enjoy God’sglor
Why? End of Verse 14.

In Christ the veil is removed and when the veieimoved a person can then see, not just words
engraved in stone, but the person and work of Jesiube eternal salvation of His people.

Simply put Jesus makes the Bible make sense.
In addition to the bible making sense, Jesus mtilemessage of the Bible life

giving.
One of the things that stands out in the Old Testarwith all the laws and
ceremonies is that God is holy and people are not.
God’s presence under the Law is something thatlpewed to be
protected from.
God’s presence in Christ is something His peopensgicomed
into.
The vell is lifted.

[People who know me know that | have a problem wiikazles that | can’t figure out. One time
Michelle and | went to London to see missionargrids of ours the Drake’s from Togo. Adam
brought a puzzle with him that was carved by a Tegpman. It was a sphere made of several
pieces. He pulled it apart and said, “Here try pntit back together!” | said, “Man you have no
idea what you just did to me.” | stopped talkiogpeople and went to work on the puzzle. It was
super frustrating | couldn’t see for the life of im@w it went back together. After many attempts,
the light switch came on and | saw the criticatpiand was able to put it back together.]

Apart from Christ we can’t see how the puzzletiigether.
He lifts the veil and shows us the greatnessauf.G
Just think of what the LORD has done in Jesus.
God the Son, infinite in all His attributes koan finite humanity.
| can think of nothing more incomprehensiliart that!
Further he maintains those two natures without one
negating the other.
Jesus in His humanity had to learn, grow, eatkdrin
sleep, suffer, and die.
None of those things happen to God, He
remains the same forever.

In His humanity He took sin upon himself, somehmnirifinite worth of His divinity is applied to
His humanity enabling Him to bear that burden withoorrupting His divinity in any way.

Wow, and that is just for starters.
The giving of the law, though it came with signéfit glory, is nothing compared to

what God has done in the incarnation of JesusatdHé can redeem His people
without compromising even the smallest fractionhaf Law.
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Under the Law alone God’s glory means our destactut in Christ we can
see and enjoy all of God’s goodness in the Lawauthbeing condemned.

[That brings us to one more lesson from our t&d.far as Paul uses the picture of Exodus 34 he is
using the illustration of Moses’ face being veitedhe people. That is what it is like apart from
Christ. In the next few verses he pictures peopthe position of Moses wearing the veil, except
for those in Christ there is no veil. From thisci@tion we learn that...]

Point #3 — In Christ believers increase in their cpacity for God’s glory. (Verses 15-18)
The more work that is done in us by the Holy Spihie more we can know of the LORD

and call attention to His unsurpassable majesty.

Verse 15 Paul sticks with the illustration of alyvleut here he shows us that the problem is bigger
than a veil over something external that is reflegiGod’s glory Verse 15).
Without Jesus a person can hear the Law and yetrti@capacity to truly understand it.
Thankfully the apostle continues\erses 16-17.
Most often in the New Testament we see the worddLieferring to Jesus, but
here Paul clearly says that he has the Holy Spintind.
It is the Spirit that removes the veil that is ower hearts which most
likely refers to our affections and our will.
That fits perfectly with how the New Testament dims
salvation in Christ.
Jesus promised His disciples that He would sendttig
Spirit.
Paul describes believers as the ‘Temple of the Holy
Spirit’ (1Corinthians 6:19) meaning the Holy Spirit
dwells in believers.

What does He do in our hearts? He gets rid ofthiregs that keep us from understanding our need
of Jesus.
He sets us free from the tyranny of ourselves.
When we are set free from the condemnation thasiogrdeserve something amazing
happensVYerse 18).
He likens the work of the Spirit in our hearts tbahappened with Moses on
the Mountain and in the tent of meeting.
You know God says something incredible about Moses.
He says, "Hear my words: If there is a prophet amog you, | the LORD make myself known
to him in a vision; | speak with him in a dream. Mt so with my servant Moses. He is faithful
in all my house. With him | speak mouth to mouth, tearly, and not in riddles, and he beholds
the form of the LORD.” (Num. 12:6-8 ESV)
That is incredible. Moses was in the visible pnegeof God, took
off his veil and beheld some of His glory.
Paul is saying, that is the work of the Spirit uploa heart
of the believer.
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It is the capacity to see more of God as He trsiin i
our mind’s eye.

It is even more than beholding, it is also beirangformed by that beholding “into the same
image” that is into the image of His glory.
That means as we behold who God is we also refld He is to the world.
Unlike Moses, however, we have unveiled faces.
That is to say that every single Christian indvagld being transformed by the
work of the Holy Spirit is showing the world theegitness of God.
Listen, that is what God made humanity for andisGhrist we are
actually fulfilling, at least in part, the purpoee which we were
created.

[Think of it sort of like being an old car that Hasen abandoned in a field for a very long tinés |
rusty, it's missing parts, the engine doesn’t wainle, tires are flat, and lots of other stuff. hait
condition a mechanic pulls the car out of the figohgs it home and starts working on it in his
garage. He strips it down and gets rid of the, megtairs the frame, takes apart the motor puts new
parts in it and gets it running. After that hesfixthe brakes, tires, puts in reupholstered saads,
starts the body work and paint. The longer thespands in the shop the more it resembles what it
was made for and the more it is able to functi&a it is supposed to.]

That is the idea behind what Paul is saying here.
The Holy Spirit gives us the capacity to beholddley of God in our hearts and
minds.
He causes us to see God's holiness, His justicentdrcy, grace, love,
knowledge, and power.
Since there is no end to the attributes of Godetiealways more for us
to behold and enjoy.
As we grow in our capacity to behold God’s glorghianges us
giving us a greater capacity to reflect that gloryhe world.

It is critical that we see this rightly.
When Moses was in God'’s presence he was NOT makauaglorious, he was beholding
God’s glory.
Further, when his face was shining the glory watshis own, but a reflection.
That is Moses didn’'t become God, he was simplyldispg some of what God
is like.
Beholding God's glory doesn’t cause us to become, @simply gives
us the capacity to show others what God is like.
That is what the Spirit is doing in believers amdice he says it
goes from “one degree of glory to another.”
It is always happening until our life is over osus comes
back and that is not the end, but rather is takes the
Spirit is doing in us to a whole other level.
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On that day we will be completely free from sin,
able to behold and reflect God'’s glory far beyond
our current capacity and that will be our highegt |
forever.

Can you see? Even just a little bit how much grnetite ministry of the Spirit is over the ministry
carved in stone?
Without a doubt everything God does is gloriousduse His glory never changes.
That is why the Bible says, “The Heavens dedlaegylory of God!”
It is all glorious, but only in Christ can wejenit.
Oh that the Spirit would lift the velil over thearts of people!
When He does that He gives us the capacity to deiMblo He is
and doing that changes us bit by bit making us ahjects of
increasing glory.
Not because we become glorious on our own, butuseca
the Spirit is making us better able to reflect hichanging
glory.
What a glorious work, what a glorious hope, and all
because we have a glorious God.




