The Power of God in the Gospel
2Corinthians 2:12-17

Many years ago, over twenty years ago in fact ktowo a job of repairing an old building.
The walls were rotten, but the roof was still geodl so | carefully removed all the bad
sections of wall and replaced them with new ones.
In an effort to prevent the walls from rotting agabraced the building, jacked it up,
and put it on a raised foundation with a pressuwatéd piece of wood between the
new wall and the concrete.
After that it was all cosmetic work on the outside
It took a fair bit of work and because it was ostraet with a number of
houses every now and again | would get visitorsftbe neighborhood.
One guy came by many times.
He didn’t say anything he just stood there staahme
which | have to say was a bit weird.

Besides the guy that stared all the time there evasother visitor that stands out in my mind.
| never saw him, | just heard his voice.
| was working away just inside the door of the 8uity and a friend of mine was
standing just outside the door chatting with me.
| heard a passerby get the attention of my friemdilee said, “You've done a
really nice job on that building.”
My friend said, “Thank you!”
Now that might have made sense if he had done sarig but
that was his first visit to the sight and he hadiohe a thing.
| didn’t run out and say, “Hey, | did the work rtbts guy!”
but | confess | wanted to.
Why? Because he didn’'t do the work, | did!

Has that ever happened to you? Where someone ¢edais for the work that you did?
We don't like it when that happens do we?
None of us like it, but you know it is easy to helty of doing it especially when it
comes to the work of God.
It is very easy for us to take credit for thingatthre only possible because of
God.
Do you know why that is? It is because God makesyghing possible!
That is true whether we are talking about a probharsolve,
something we build, or even the next breath we.take
It all happens according to the power and purpo§&nd.
[Nowhere is that more evident than in the workhaf tjospel. That is subject of our text this
morning2Corinthians 2:12-17. In these verses the apostle Paul gives us someinsigét into
his ministry and what stands out here is the aterite calls to the power of God in the gospel. He
gives us three lessons, number one being that...]




Point #1 — God directs people in the preaching ohe gospel. (Verse 12-13)
It is the LORD, by the power of His unseen handgwrects the course of history so that
His servants can proclaim His salvation and sogdigple can hear it.

These verses serve as somewhat of a transitigreitetter of 2Corinthians.
In the verses leading up to verse 12 the apostieH2a been explaining the change he had
made in his travel plans.
He continues in verse 12 speaking of his travedsraminds his readers about the
reason for his journey which was preaching the gbspJesus Christ.
Look with me awerses 12-13&nd listen carefully to what it tells us here abou
the ministry of the apostle.

He finds himself in a place called Troas.
He is there to fulfill his call from the LORD Jestaspreach the gospel and without taking
away from his responsibility to the task he tutmes attention of his readers to the LORD.
He says there in verse twelve that ‘a door was egefior him ‘in the LORD’.
He likely means at least two things by that. Otieat opportunity was given to
him to preach, and two - that people believed hessage.
That only happens by the power of God at work enlorld.

No human being, not even an apostle, can makerigugily dead person alive. God does that.
It is the LORD who leads His servants to appoitite@és and places as He directs the steps
of His people each and every moment.
We see that happen again as Paul is ministerifigoas.
It would seem he had an expectation of Titus b#wege and when he is
nowhere to be found, he says, “my spirit was nogest’, and he leaves behind
the work at Troas and sets sail across the AegeandSMacedonia.
That seems like a strange thing to do in the midélighat appears to be
good gospel ministry.
How can he leave when everything is going well aed people
are believing the gospel?
| believe the answer is that he both knows anddriinst
his ministry depends NOT on himself but on the powafe
God.
He sees the turmoil in his spirit as being from the
LORD and so against common sense he travels on
from Troas to Macedonia.
He sees his life and ministry as being directed
by God.

[When | think back on my own walk with the LORDdrtsee that. | can see a day of corn de-
tasseling cut short by rain leading to my hearind believing the gospel. | can see an unexpected
conversation leading me to Bible College. | cama@assing comment at a family gathering



3

leading me to become an electrician and the samg lsed to bring me to this church and on and
on it goes.]

If 'm reading my bible correctly, then it is Godche directs all the everyday events in our
lives.
Of course it is possible to be totally blind totthad give it no regard, or to despise it
and reject it, but it is far better to rest in thesdlity.
Resting and delighting in God’s direction can dasalts of good things for us
especially as it relates to sharing the gospel patbple.
We can easily miss opportunities because we a@King for them.
We can miss opportunities because we make themhigh pressure
situations as though it all depends on us.
What if instead we trusted God to direct us? Whatstead we
rested in the power of God? What if we concernggealves
more with obedience than results?

How do we do that? How do we apply this to owrdipractically?
| would like to suggest three practical ways.
First — Know the message of the gospel. Whil@iitains mysteries the human mind
can only marvel at, it is also simple enough fenall child to understand. Every
Christian should know the basic gospel:

1 — Human beings are under God’s judgement. Everhas disobeyed God
and because He is Holy He must deal with that.

2 - People cannot save themselves. There is mpitencan do to erase the bad
things we have done.

3 — Jesus saves people by dying and rising. Oartss Jesus takes our
punishment upon Himself. Because Christ is compgierfect and infinitely
worthy God is completely satisfied with His saai

4 — Only faith in Jesus makes us right with GodheWwwe believe, Jesus’
sacrifice gets applied to us, our disobediencensoved, and God sees in us
the perfection of His Son.

5 — Being in Christ gives us a new life. God chemthe hearts of His people
giving us a desire to love and serve Him.

Second — Read your bible regularly and pray that @ould shape your life for His
glory.

Third — Acknowledge that God is in charge of evieiyg and ask Him to direct your
day for the sake of His glory.

[How much of our attitude and thinking would chanig&e could rest in God’s direction for our
life? Instead of being caught up in ourselves weld be trusting in God. | suspect our eyes
would be opened to far more opportunities to talke¢ople about the LORD. When that happens
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God is doing something very important in that momd®aul tells us about that in verses 14-16 and
that is our second lesson from this text, that...]

Point #2 — God is announcing His victory in the praching of the gospel. (Verse 14-16)
| confess when | think of the work of announcinguk work on the cross and the empty
tomb | most often think about it as a part of wimnthe war against the kingdom of
darkness, but the apostle here shows us thati¢ideclaration that the war has already been
won.

If we look at Paul's situation from a worldly peesgive we might be inclined to see his departure
from Troas as a bit of a defeat.
Things were going along well, but then he hag&vé.
Far from being a defeat, Paul describes it like inverse 14
The understanding of this verse largely hingeshenatord that is translated
here as ‘triumphal procession’.
It is a word that the Corinthians would have recpgt as referring to a
Roman military victory parade.
The victorious general would travel through theests of Rome
leading prisoners of war behind his chariot as g @fashowing
all the people who he had defeated and more dfi@mmnot the
parade would lead to the execution of those beiad taptive
through the city.

Some commentators see this as a general leadiagaal@ of victorious soldiers, but the difficulty,
as scholars like Mark Seifrid point out, is tha¢ tivord is never used like that it is always used to
describe the leading of prisoners through the fotytheir humiliation and finally their execution.
At first that is a bit of a head scratcher becauseunds really bad for Paul and his fellow
workers.
That is until we remember that God’s ways oftan tuuman wisdom on its head.
We need to remember what the LORD has waged ganst.
He has waged war against sin and death and hell.
He won that war for His people through the hunitiatof Jesus.
Jesus was mocked, beaten, and paraded througtndbtss
leading to His being nailed to the cross.
And it was his death that overcame the power of sin
and death for everyone who believes upon His name.
Through that victory God has taken prisoners
captive.

Let’'s remember that we all start out as God'’s emsmpeople on the side of sin and death and hell,
and the picture here is that God has taken us peso
When we are taken prisoner by God in Christ wh&tappening to us?
Is it not the case that our old way of life isrgeput to death?
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That is exactly the way Jesus describes the Clmisife. What does He say?
He says, “If anyone would come after me, he musydemself and take up his
cross daily and follow me.”
Unlike a Roman parade of prisoners which simplysendieath, the
death of our old self leads to eternal life.
So wherever the gospel is preached by those dgititemselves
and living for God, the LORD’s complete and etematory over
evil is being proclaimed.

It was also common for Roman generals to burn ise&huring the parade of prisoners and Paul

uses that in his illustration as weWérse 15-16).
Besides the Roman parade Paul may also have inthnidcense offered in the Old
Testament as part of sacrifices called ‘burnt affgs’.
As Christians we don't offer sacrifices of anim&lgGod for the forgiveness of our
sins.
We rightly understand that all the offerings préssd in the Old Testament
were all pointing to Jesus and fulfilled in Him.
We are, however, called to offer ourselves astspirsacrifices in the
service of the gospel (Romans 12:1, 1Peter 2:5).
If you have ever witnessed incense being burnad yba know it
gives off a very strong scent.
Depending on who you are that aroma can mean éifter

things.

To those ‘being saved’ the ministry of the gospéhe ‘fragrance of life to life’ he says, and to
‘those who are perishing’ it is the fragrance oéath to death’.
It has to be this way. That is the nature of Geuhdp victorious over everything and
everyone that opposes Him.
There is either surrender or destruction. Therdther life or death.
That is what the gospel is announcing. It is amaemg that God has already
won and for His people that means certain life fandHis enemies it means
certain death.
It is not the quality of the aroma that is at isheee, it is the aroma
declaring the victory of God that is the focus.

[Think of it like cologne or perfume. Have you ek@own someone who wears a distinctive
cologne or perfume? The thing about that is tle@isgoes everywhere with them. Now if you are
happy to see that person then for you the smallgsod one. But if you hate the person then no
matter how good the cologne or perfume might smedind of itself you are probably going to hate
the smell. Why? Because with the smell comegpé#rson.]

That is the image this text is trying to bringoimur minds.
The gospel and those that give their lives to @iotit are the ‘aroma of Christ’ in

the world.



Everywhere that aroma goes it is announcing that Amighty reigns
victorious over all.
If you love God then that is a delight for you.
If you hate Him then it fills you with disgust.

Paul asks an important question here at the encerde 16. He asks, “Who is sufficient for these
things?”
That is a rhetorical question with the obviousvegrsbeing ‘no one’.
To be the ‘aroma of Christ’ in the world is far tgeeat a task for anyone to do on
their own.
It is only because we belong to the LORD and anegoled by Him that we
have any hope whatsoever in this glorious taskhobancing God’s victory in
the world.

[It is not our task to try and make the gospel $igpabd to the unbeliever. We are not to change
the mixture of incense according to our own wisdddur task is simply to carry it with us
wherever we go. Why? Because it announces theryiof God and that is life for all who
believe. That brings us to one more lesson atheupower of God in the gospel. It shows us a
tremendous benefit of resting in the LORD as wé& seserve Him. Here is the lesson...]

Point #3 — Trusting God cultivates the right motive for preaching the gospel. (Verse 17)
From the beginning of the church until today thesge been people who twist the ministry
of God’s word to serve selfish desires. Seeing@ues as belonging to God by His mercy,
according to His will, completely dependent on plisver, for the sake of His glory steers
our hearts in the right direction.

Verse 17 begins with the word ‘for meaning thig isecessary implication of being the ‘aroma of
Christ’ in the world. Verse 17)
| find the beginning of that verse both troublemgd heart breaking.
Even in Paul’'s day which was in the very early ga#Hrthe church being established
in the world he writes that there are ‘many’ whe greddlers of God’s word’.
That is people who preach the word of God likesakn seeking to benefit
themselves more than their hearers.
These men are not concerned with what God’s waity says, they are
concerned with making people feel good about thethat they can
make a living.
More than that it often becomes about living inuox
My guess is that if the apostle were alive todaybald
say that the problem has become much worse.

It is fairly easy to spot with big name celebrirg@achers.
I'd be surprised if Joel Osteen has ever said famsif/e thing in a sermon, but his net worth
is 50 million dollars.
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Andy Stanley wants to throw the Old Testament eaxghrbage and stop talking about
God'’s design for marriage. His net worth is aroddnillion and he makes 3 million
ayear.
Creflo Dollar tried to convince people to buy himew 60 million dollar
private jet a few years ago.
This can happen with regular pastors too.
| saw a sermon about six months ago where a piastosmall
church was rebuking his congregation for theimufalito buy him
designer apparel.
Then there are the guys who think pastoring isgbsiut a
paycheck.
Did you know there is an entire support system for
religious professionals who don’t believe in Godt b
are afraid to say it because they will lose thar?j
That’s nuts and it is horrible for the church.

Paul, no doubt, is taking a shot at some of hisoogpts in the Corinthian church who were more
interested in lining their pockets than buildindibeeers up in Christ.
He says, “We are not like that!” Instead he saysid his companions are “men of
sincerity.”
They do what they do and they say what they sathtosake of the truth regardless
of how it works out for them.
What fosters this sincerity? At the end versé&déTells us.
It is the fact that they have been “commissiobgdod”.
That is they rightly see themselves as servan®oaf, not people.
Do they want what is best for people? Yes foekur
Are they willing to say whatever people want tothea
to be well liked and looked after? Never!

When Paul preaches the gospel it is about more talking about God to people.
Look at what he writes there at the end of thee/2rile says, “...in the sight of God we
speak in Christ.”
He doesn’t see himself as only speaking in fromample, he sees himself as
speaking before the LORD.
If we sincerely believe the Bible, then we will wrdtand that this is always
true.
Where does the Bible say God is present? Evernwvhiémwe really
believe that in our hearts then it is going to ictpahat we do and say
wherever we are.
If we really believe that then we will be speakamgd acting to
please Him regardless of any other factor?
That brothers and sisters is ‘sincerity’ and tagssential
to the Christian life.




[One of the things | have resolved to do as a dad be truthful with my children. From the
outside looking in that may appear mean at tim&s.not a believer that people should get a gold
sticker for everything. One of my motivations behthat is | want my children to trust what | say
to them. | want them to know that I'm am sincere.]

How much more does God want that for His people?
Listen, there is nothing more trustworthy in thisrld than the written word of God as
God intends it.
Because that is true | can think of fewer thingssedhan twisting it into
something untrustworthy for the sake of personal.ga
Listen, there is no shortage of pastors and chsrttied will tell you

what you want to hear.
Ask yourself, how many are there that will tell ywbat you need

to hear?
This applies to more than preachers, it applieditof us as

believers.

We need to hold to the truth of God’s word becausdonestly believe it and understand that
holding to the truth is the only way to truly lgveople.
We can only do that if we believe that it is Goldondirects every moment of every day.
We can only do that if we believe that God hasaalyewon the victory over sin and

death and hell.
We can only do that if we trust Him because théhtrsithat the power of God

in the proclamation of the Gospel is the only hfpehe success of the gospel

in the world.
That is a glorious truth that we can rest in andyesvery day of our

lives.




