At Home With The Lord
2Corinthains 5:1-10

A few times in life | have ended up in places hiidxpect to be and where | didn’t really want
to be.
That was certainly the case back when Michellelameére still living in London and |
ended up having to work out of town.
| had quit my job teaching at Fanshawe Collegekthonl had God’s plan for me
figured out.
Turned out the exact opposite of what | thought ldappen happened and
it left me unemployed.
Not knowing what else to do | talked with the Etexl Company that
| had worked at before going to teach and ask#tkif needed
anybody.
Thankfully they did and | was back at work on tlo@struction
site.

Unfortunately, within a month or two things star&@dwing down and because | had just
started back at the company it was looking like/tweuldn't be able to keep me on.
In an effort to keep me employed they were abl@ase a deal with another company
for me and few other guys to go and work for theril things picked up.
The good news was that | had a job to put foochertdble for my wife and young
daughter, the bad news was the work was out of.town
It was out of town and the work was in sewage tslan
So I would left home early Monday morning and gote sometime
Friday evening.

My co-workers were worldly to say the least.
I’'m thankful for some good opportunities to shdre gospel, but | also missed being at
home.
| had been around unbelievers all the time in mmetin construction, but | always
got to go home at night.
Not in that situation and while | tried to make thesst of it, it was not the
place | wanted to be.
I’'m thankful | had a job, | believe it was wheradeded to be at the
time, but | wanted to be at home.
Have you ever felt like that?

Some people experience that regularly in their life
| think of jobs that take people out of town congiig or | think of those who serve in the
military and are deployed overseas for monthstame.
If that is your situation and you love your famagd your home, then you can’t
help but have a longing to go there.




How many people have heard the expression, “Homé&ée your heart
IS.”?
| believe that is true and | believe that our tés morning shows us
that is true for the Christian.

[l invite you to turn with me t@Corinthians 5:1-10 In these verses the apostle Paul helps us
to wrestle with the tension of death and hope &sv®s. The bible clearly teaches that death
Is a bad thing. It is the result of sin enterihg world and therefore the world being subject to
decay from that time on. Because it is bad, iiiglst for us to fight against it; however, we also
know that we can’t overcome it and so it is algitifor us to long for something better. To
want a world where death has been defeated, toedeeplace where the separation between
people and God is gone, and that is what God’s Wasdto teach us this morning. This text
ought to shape our thinking in at least three wadisst it shows us that...]

Point #1 — Right thinking Christians have a deep dgre for fullness of life. (Verses 1-4)
The Bible very clearly teaches that this worldtgpresent state is broken and while there
is still much to be enjoyed it will always come wpy short of the promises that God has
for those in Christ.

In the verses leading up to chapter five we are &lilout how we need to fix our attention on
unseen things and verse 1 here fills out that thofmrusing particularly on our physical
bodies. Verse 1)
It is interesting that the image of a ‘tent’ isedshere for the human body.
Tents, by design, are temporary structures.
Though the tents of the ancient world were madeeaivier material than the
modern tents that we are familiar with, they weikkauick to put up and
quick to tear down.
They could be easily damaged or even destroyed.
Those same qualities are true of our physicaigsod
While it is true that many people think of themsshas
rather invincible when they are young, it takesyanfew
years to begin to realize that is far from reality.

The Bible describes us as a vapour/mist which agpies a short time and then disappears
(James 4:14) and it compares us to grass that wsthad flowers that fade (Isaiah 40:7-8).
The clear point is that our physical bodies amy ¥emporary in nature, much like a tent.
Now the image of tent suggests there is more tanaaim being that the physical
body.
A tent is a structure inside which someone stays.
From a biblical perspective the physical body bluaan being
houses the spirit/soul, which is the immateriahon-physical part of
who we are.




Commentator Mark Seifrid points out that much & Greek
speaking world of Paul's day believed that peojalé both a
physical and non-physical part to their makeup.
However, in Greek thinking the body was viewed ke
prison from which it was good to be set free.
In that way of thinking when a person dies their
spirit/soul is separated from their body forever.
God’s word here teaches something
different.

If the body/tent we currently inhabit is destroygdays, “We have a building from God a
house not made with hands eternal in the heavens.”
That means that God Himself, will make for us a m@dy that will last forever for the
purpose of spending eternity with Him.
Now, look with me at verses 2-4 to see how knowing truth about what God
will do for those in Christ is supposed to affdet Christian. {erses 2-4)
Our physical bodies here are compared to clothiven our souls are in a
body it is like being clothed and when they areasafed by death it is like
the soul in naked.
It seems very clear in these verses that this agparof the material
and immaterial parts of a human being is a badythin
Because of that the apostle says that believerskwbw this
are groaning and longing for their ‘heavenly dwwgliso that
this temporary tent may be replaced by a permastamtture so
that ‘what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.’
This is much more than a desire to die and haveduk
go to heaven, this is a longing to be with God bmitly
and soul forever.
It is a longing for fullness of life.

[One of my least favourite places to go is the aapmir shop. Not because | don't like the
people | take my car to, they have always treatedwell. It's just because it usually means a
fair chunk of change is going to be leaving my baokount. Given the fact that not too long
ago you could buy a house for the price of a mimitheese days you would expect them to last a
really long time. How cool would it be to havear cun like new for thirty years without any
maintenance? That is the kind of car | would liket | don’t think there are any available.]

| think on some level we all understand what iam®to want something better.
Sadly far too often people are looking in the nglaces.
People have been looking for the elusive ‘fountdigouth’ for thousands
of years.



While the bible is clear that we should do reas@a#ibngs to take
care of the gift of our body, we are simply chasafigr the wind if we
think we can make these ‘tents’ of ours last foreve
| read recently of a tech billionaire named Bryahrkson who
IS on an insane quest for immortality.
He pays millions of dollars a year to be monitdogd
health experts, he takes 111 pills every day, aasleven
at one point receiving injections of his teenag&so
plasma in an effort to maintain youth.

[People have tried freezing themselves and somé twary and download their higher brain
functions into computers. I'd be willing to betmeof those ideas will work in an ultimate
sense and even if they did, it would do them Igib®d when they come face to face with King
Jesus. Right thinking Christians know better. yrkieow nothing made with human hands can
solve the problem of death. They know that we reebdtter ‘building from God’ one that will
last forever. Not only do they know their needathong for it. Now knowing our need of a
better body is important, knowing that only God gare us one is important, and knowing that
should make us long for it. But those things atamough for the believer. We need
something more than knowing and longing for fulketlife. That is what Paul shows us next
here. He shows us that...]

Point #2 — Right thinking Christians trust that God gives fullness of life. (Verses 5-7)
The LORD is always at work in His people. Thatrige even now and because of what
He is doing now believers can be confident of wiatwill do in the future.

It is one thing to know that fullness of life isspibble and want it, it is another to have
confidence that God will give it to you.
Let’s look together at verse 5 and see the resahis confidence. \(erse 5)
Notice the word ‘prepared’ and notice how it ighe past tense.
God has already done something to us in the pasefmare us it says ‘for
this very thing’ which must be referring to ‘moitglbeing swallowed up by
life.’

It is critical for us to understand here that Gqal'sparations never
fail.
That is altogether different from our experience.

[I've spent enough time in the kitchen to know thmat best laid plans don’t always work out.
I've made bread as hard as a baseball, a cakevéisahalf baked, dropped a pizza on the door
of the oven, and that is just to name a few.]
Sometimes our preparations don’t work out.
Listen, God'’s always does.
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If you are in Christ this morning God has prepasexu for fullness of life in an eternal physical
body to live in the light of His glory forever.
If you understand that you have broken God'’s lambas a law breaker you deserve His
eternal wrath, if you understand that there is imgtlyou can ever do to fix your law
breaking and that God has made a way for you thirdlig cross and empty tomb of
Jesus Christ, and If you look to that cross andteitgmb by faith trusting Christ as your
Saviour, then you are in Jesus and God has prepatefbr eternity.
How do you know? It says it right here, it sayattGod has “given us the
Spirit as a guarantee.”
You might ask, “How do | know if | have the Spifit¥ ou know
because He does stuff in your heart.
Can you say, | mean truly say in the depths of ymart that
Jesus is Lord and that you love Him?
According to 1Corinthians 12:3 that is only possiby
the Holy Spirit.
If have the Spirit you can be sure that God is
giving you fullness of life.
To thatverses 6-7add this.

If you know your bible, then you know that Godrespnt everywhere (Psalm 139, Matthew
28).
There is nowhere we can possibly go to escaperdsepce of the LORD.
That said, He makes His presence known at diffdesmeis of intensity throughout
creation.
So when Paul says here that while we are in thigahlbody we are ‘away
from the LORD’ he means we are absent from thensgevisible presence
of God'’s glory which is always being displayed salen.
If you want a sense of what that display of glaike, read Genesis
28, Exodus 19, Isaiah 6, and Revelation 4 to nafegva
We don't see that at present so he says, “We wafkith not
by sight.”
In other words we live in this mortal body, thisnigorary
tent, trusting that God will give His people anretd
body.

[Take a moment and think of another human beingyba trust. If you can think of more than
one person think of the person you trust more #mone else. Now ask yourself, “Why do |
trust that person?” I'm guessing the person yosttmost in the world has given you good
reason to trust them. I'm guessing this persds y@lu the truth, I'm guessing this person
keeps their word, I’'m guessing this person hasdteipu when you needed it even at a
personal cost to them. They have proven themséivssvorthy.]



The right thinking Christian knows that is truetioé LORD.
They know the life changing work of the Holy Spin their life.
They know what they were before they met Christ thiad God loved them
anyway.
One of the most amazing verses in the Bible is R@n%a8, But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While wevere still
sinners, Christ died for us.”
In Romans 8:32 it tells us thatlé who did not spare his own
Son, but gave him up for us all-- how will he notkso, along
with him, graciously give us all things?”
Think that through! The point of that verse is#ay that
God giving the whole universe is a smaller thingf tine
giving of His Son; therefore, if God gave His Sonyou
He will certainly give you fullness of life.

[The question before us in this text is not, “le ttORD trustworthy?” That is beyond dispute.
The question before us is, “Do we trust Him?” Ritftinking believers trust Him to give us
fullness of life. So, if we desire fullness ofliind if we trust God to give it that will leadtos
this third lesson we find in verses 8-10. Thedess that...]

Point #3 — Right thinking Christians live like theywant to be with the LORD. (Verses 8-

It is very easy to be happy with God'’s stuff angidhao affection for Him, but the
believer understands that the highest treasurt isflzeing in His presence.

In verse 8 the phrase from verse 6 is repeat®@rsé 8)

Without a doubt there are a number of good reaiworibe apostle to be discouraged, no
doubt we feel that way from time to time, some Sare more than others.
Instead, however, he finds reason for encourageasehé focuses his attention on
being with the LORD.
He plainly says here that he would “rather be afvay the body and at
home with the LORD.”
It seems fairly certain that by, “away from the {pbde means dying
and having his soul separated from his physicaybod
Given what the bible teaches about believers bgiven their
new resurrected bodies from passages like 1Thesaak4
and 1 Corinthians 15, Paul means here that toefmwd® Jesus’
return means that our souls go to heaven and wetheae until
Jesus returns to earth to receive our resurrectdig s
Even though the ultimate hope for a believer isdvet
than being a disembodied soul in heaven, being tvéh



LORD in any state is what the right thinking Chast
longs for.

Now look at what that desire to be with the LORBsImverses 9-10.
The word ‘so’ at the beginning of verse nine isra€k word that is often translated by
English as the word ‘therefore’.
In other words because of this longing to be inviséle presence of the LORD,
he says, the Christian makes it his/her “aim tagpdehim”.
The believer should want to live on earth likewi# live in heaven,
Now someone is going to say, “That’s impossible!”
You would be right to say it.
We are far from perfect in this life. Paul doesdly here
that he does it.
He knows very well his daily struggle with his
wayward desires. Just read the end of Romans 7
and you will see that is true.
He would never say he has achieved
heavenly perfection, what he says here is
that should be our aim.

[I've always liked the phrase “aim small miss srhalVhen | have taught my children to throw
a ball, shoot a pellet gun, or a bow and arrowl them that. Don’t just aim at the bullseye,
aim at the center of the bullseye. Do they alwayg? No, | don’t either but we all come a
whole lot closer than if we were shooting with eyes closed.]

If we really are wanting to be with the Lord, th&auld should be striving to live like it.
He says here that the aim is the “please him”.
That takes more than just doing what God says.

[Just think back to when you were a kid for a momddid any of you have a parents that made
you do chores around the house? Now, if your mske@you to clean up your room and you
completely refused was she happy with you? Ofsmuant. What if you cleaned it, but did it
after you said, “I hate you” and stomped down tak &nd slammed your door? | mean you
technically did what you were told, but was shegy@ No. What would make her happiest?

If you said, “Yes mom and cleaned your room becgosecould see that it was a good thing to
do.]

Obeying God out of obligation is certainly bettear disobeying, but it is still
wrong because it denies the goodness of His ways.
The right thinking Christian is looking forward be@aven to enjoy the glory
of God and everything else that is there serviiag ¢émd.
If that is not true for you then you are no bettemn the devil himself.



The devil would love nothing better than to have&lGod's
stuff while having nothing to do with God.
Is it your “aim to please him” this morning?
If you want to be with Him then that will be your
aim.

Verse 10 reminds us here that “we must all appedote the judgement seat of Christ” and we
will “receive what is due” for what we do in thigd.
For the unbeliever that can only mean eternal juetgm
For the believer it will be a matter of receivingmissing out on eternal reward.
Now it is very important that we have this rightdaur minds.
This verse is NOT talking about earning our wahéaven based on
works.
The one who knows Jesus as their Saviour ougrdve ho
fear of being condemned by God.
Romans 8:1 makes that as clear as it can beydf sa
“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus”
If Jesus is your saviour you can never be more
right with God than you are right now.

This great work of salvation is about much moreutih, than escaping punishment, it is about
being changed from loving things that God hatdsv¥mg the things that God loves because we
love God.
It is impossible to want to go to heaven and havedesire for the things of heaven.
The right thinking Christian is looking for someatgimore than this world has to
offer.
The right thinking Christian longs for fullnesslié.
The right thinking Christian trusts God to givéiiess of life.
And the right thinking Christian lives like they wtato be with
the LORD.
If you have air in your lungs today, God is callimg you
to live for Him is this world.
The life He has given us in this world is a giftlan
we should be thankful for it and seek to live
healthy and Godly lives, but this world is not our
home.
We won't be home until we are at home
with the LORD.




