Gospel Ministry
2Corinthians 4:1-6

Can you believe that Christmas is around the cd?ner
That thought crossed my mind the other day andgbiaine thinking about Christmas
movies.
One of the classic Christmas movies, in my opinisrilt’'s a Wonderful Life”.
The main character of the movie is named GeorgkeBaiho is played by
Jimmy Stewart.
George lives in a small town that he didn’t wanstay in running a
family business that he didn’t want to run.
He does get to marry the girl he loves and theidkaulife
together.
Things are going along pretty nicely until Georga'gle
loses a huge sum of money.
Things get bad and George is about to do
something terrible when Clarence, his guardian
angel shows up to help him out.

As George and Clarence are talking things out Ge@ays to Clarence, “Maybe it would have
been better if | had never been born.”
That's when everything changes. George gets teresquce what the world would have
been like without him.
By the end of the movie things go back to the weaytwere and George is
incredibly thankful to be back despite his problems
In the end a bunch of his friends get togetherlaidhim out of his
financial difficulties and all is well that ends Me
The movie has terrible theology and is way off wiiesomes to
angels, but it has a happy ending and forces thgarito reflect on
the significance one person’s life can have inibed.
That got me to thinking something | have thougldidla
number of times over the years.
What would the world be like if Jesus had nevembee
born?

As you know Christianity has no shortage of criaosl no doubt a long line of people who have
wished the name Jesus did not hold a place intyisto
Most people who think along those lines fail to rmpate all that Christianity has done in
western civilization.
Health care, education, and life for the margireipust to name a few are
radically different today because of the effectha Christian Worldview upon
society.
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The name Jesus has been a means of pouring ardgrtiraon grace of God
upon people in enormous measure.
Of course as believers we know there is much nwriethan positive
societal influences there is the forgiveness of aimd the hope of
eternal life which would be impossible without Jeeing born into
the world.

[It is absolutely astounding to think of the impatthe good news of Jesus Christ upon the
world. Itis also important to remember that ikisnore than something that has happened in
history, it is something that is still happeningie world today. Gospel ministry is happening
all over the world and changing lives every days b&lievers we are a part of that. Isn’t that
incredible? The apostle Paul certainly thoughdirst we can see that clearly in our text this
morning2Corinthians 4:1-6. These verses teach us some important lessons @bepel
Ministry. There are four important reminders faras we seek to follow Jesus in our everyday
lives. First, Paul reminds us here that...]

Point #1 — Growing in Christ sustains gospel minisy. (Verse 1)
When, by God’s mercy, we can see and enjoy motieeoivonder of the glory of God in
Jesus we will find motivation to continue to selien in this world.

Because verse 1 begins with the word ‘thereforehase to remind ourselves of what the
apostle has said leading up to these verses.
In chapter three he talks about the ministry ofSpeit in the lives of believers giving us
an increasing capacity to behold God’s glory and bitat serves to change us so that our
lives can better call attention to His glory in therld.
Then he says this in the first part of verse onehiapter four.(Verse 1a)
There are two important things for us to see hétiest, notice the word
“having”.
That word suggests this ministry of being transtedrby the glory of
God and better displaying the glory of God is agang action in the
present.
In other words it is something that is always haypg in the
life of believers.
Also, notice the reason why believers have thisistry.
He says here that this is happening “by the mercy
of God.”

It is good to be reminded of mercy on a regulanfas
Mercy means that we have been spared what weveesem the LORD.
Most people operate on the assumption that teegrde good things from God.
People think that way because they fail to apptedize magnitude of their
offenses against God.




As human beings tend to excuse our own failingsaastime God
should do the same, even though we struggle tosexitie failings of
others.
However, when we begin to realize that God is alisbf
perfect and requires absolute perfection we begsee that we
don’t deserve anything good from Him, we only deedlis
judgment and wrath forever.

[Paul was keenly aware of that. He had perseddketstians up until the time he met the risen
LORD Jesus on the road to Damascus. What did $ernde? He deserved to have Jesus put an
end to his life and send him to hell forever. Tloed, though, shows him mercy. He is not
condemned and killed but rather redeemed and calledhe service of the LORD. Thatis

why he can wholeheartedly say here that he hasinistry, “by the mercy of God”.]

Listen, we are no different. This is a room fulhaurders, idolaters, adulterers, liars,
gossips, coveters, thieves, people who have disbdribeir parents, blasphemers,
Sabbath breakers, and alike.
Not a single one of us here deserve to be savadole¢ enjoy the ministry of the
Spirit transforming us by causing us to behold naoré more of the majesty of
God.
We do not deserve it, but if we are in Christ thisrning then we have this

ministry by the mercy of God.
“Therefore”, he says at the end of verse one,do@ot lose hope.”

That is an amazing statement when you think backapter one where the apostle speaks of a
situation where he and he fellow workers were saffesuch affliction that they “despaired of
life itself”.
Things can get bad at times. While | certainlydnaever faced anything close to the
suffering of Paul, | do know what it is like to ghesr in some ways and | suspect many of
you do too.
What this text is saying to us is that by the mett¢sod the ministry of the Spirit
shows us the glory of God and because of that ‘oveal lose hope.”
We are sustained in life by drawing closer to esu
Don’t wait until your life is falling apart to askod to make Himself
known to you.
Plead with Him that you might see the splendor isf dory
today so that you will be sustained through eveay.t

Michelle reminded my last night of a quote from fgedVueller, he said, “My first order of

business every day is to get my soul happy in God.”
If you know his story then you know he was a busy who faced great challenges on a

daily basis and yet he was sustained in his minfsitrmany years.
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Why? Because he knew that marveling at who Gashasbeing change by that
was the means to “not lose heart.”

[That is the work of the Spirit sustaining his pko gospel ministry. That is a miracle. He
will come back to the sustaining work of the Sgimiverse 7 (I hope you will join us for that
next week), but before he expands on that he hae swore to say to us about having this
ministry by the mercy of God. Having shown us tpaiwing in Christ sustains the ministry, he
shows us that...]

Point #2 — God'’s word faithfully proclaimed is theheart of gospel ministry. (Verse 2)
When the message of the scriptures becomes warpeghted as a matter of secondary
importance the good news of Jesus’ life, death,rasdrrection is lost.

Having told us about what does not happen on adooltine ministry of the Spirit, namely that
we “do not lose heart” he then tells what does happn account of that ministryérse 2).
One of the things that the work of the Spirit doethe heart of the believer is to give us
a distaste for evil things.
Do we still stumble and fall? Do we still giveantemptation? Do we still disobey
the LORD?
Yes we do. There are no perfect people in the @hutThere are no perfect
Christians in this current world.
We are objects of mercy and must never become prtthdegards
to our being transformed by the grace of God.
While we admit our imperfections we also take aallilmg
towards perfection seriously.

What the ESV translates here as ‘disgraceful ardkeumanded’ can also be translated as
“hidden things of shame”.
It is language reminiscent of the Garden of Ed@emember when Adam and Eve
disobeyed what did they do? They tried to hideytiied to cover up their shame.
The work of the Spirit changes that for the Claist
We are to stop trying to hide and cover up ourleislience because when
we do that do you know what happens? We remain in
Listen, because of the mercy of God we can brirnglmse hidden
things and put them aside.
We should neither fear past sin nor be complademttat, we
must renounce it by God’s grace.
Some of you need to that today. Stop hiding it stadt
getting rid of it.

In addition to renouncing ‘disgraceful and underdad ways” he says, “we refuse to practice
cunning or tamper with God’s word.”




People in Paul's day and throughout the historthefworld have done both of these
things for a variety of reasons.
Some are trying to make the word of God more aetdgto unbelievers.
They think that by making the gospel into somethattgactive to worldly
people they will bring the godless into the church.
Some are self-seeking wanting to gain power antraloover people
(that is likely what was happening in Corinth).
Some just want to be well liked and popular.
There are any number of reasons why people would
‘tamper with God’s word.”

Commentator Colin Kruse points out that the woahslated “tamper” here most likely means
“diluted”.
The picture is mixing water in with wine. When yoda that it makes the wine less
potent.
What the apostle is saying here is that the myistrhas been given demands that
he refuse to mix other things in with the word afds
It is not the task of the believer to change thednad God, it is the task of
every believer to deliver the word of God.
That is what he says at the end of the verse Héeesays,dnd of 2).

[How many of you have ever had to get a prescmipfiiom your doctor? Happens all the time
right? How many of you have ever tried to chardgeredication that you were given?
Assuming you trust your doctor and your pharmagist are going to take the meds as
prescribed without tampering with them becausewant to get better.]

That is Paul’s aim in the ministry of the gospel.
He knows he is neither the doctor and neitheeithe pharmacist.
He is the delivery man.
That is what gospel ministry is. We are not catedhange the
message we are called to deliver it.

[Should we seek to convince people? Without a tloBlhould we seek to respectful, kind,
loving, wise, and thoughtful in the ministry of thespel? Yes we should. Do we manipulate,
sugar coat, or avoid the truth? No, we must refusd things because God’s word faithfully
proclaimed is the heart of gospel ministry. linpossible to share the gospel apart from God’s
word accurately proclaimed. That brings us toiatlesson about gospel ministry. This is one
that is incredibly important to keep in mind espdélgias we face opposition to the gospel. The
lesson is that...]



Point #3 — Satan wants to keep unbelievers from gaesl ministry. (Verses 3-4)
The devil is constantly at work through a varietyreeans to keep people from seeing

their need of Jesus.

One of the questions that comes to mind from vehsaid at the end of verse 2 about the “open
statement of truth” being the means by which thesép and his co-workers commend
themselves “to everyone’s conscience” is if thehtiig being proclaimed why don’t people
believe it?
He begins to answer that for usvierse 3.
For “those who are perishing” the gospel is “edil
A veil is simply a covering that makes it difficutt see whatever is being
covered.
It is like the unbeliever is wearing a blind foldca therefore, they do
not see the glory of the gospel of Christ and sy timve no desire for
it.

He adds something moreverse 4.

When we look at the Bible from cover to coveréainse clear that people are responsible for
their rebellion against God.
It would be easy to look at this verse and sayaill Satan’s fault and people are just
innocent bystanders, but to say that we would bawgnore all that the bible says about
our own evil desires to rebel against the LORD.
The ‘perishing’ as they are called here are parghiecause they are willfully
disobeying God’s law, but it is also true that &ataactively working in the world
to encourage that in every unbeliever.
Satan doesn’t want you to see yourself as a sunm@er the judgement of
God.
He wants you to think you are fantastic as you thia, you are the
master of your own destiny, that you can deterrfongourself what
Is good.
He doesn’t want you to see your need of adhayi

He wants you to be blind to the miracle of the me&ion, that God the Son took on humanity
and was born in Bethlehem, and lived a perfectigen the earth.
He wants you to be blind to Jesus’ dying for yéie doesn’t want you to see that Jesus
suffered the penalty that you deserve.
He wants you to be blind to Jesus rising from teadd He wants you to think that
the early church just made that up.
He wants you to be blind to the glory of what Jasas done because He
wants you to perish instead of believing in Chiashave eternal life.
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[If you have shared the gospel with people thenlyaxe probably asked yourself from time to
time, “How can these people not get it?” Years bgas talking to an atheist about God while
we had lunch together. | asked him if he thoughttable we were sitting at was made or came
into existence by random chance. He answered aighy saying, “It was made.” | said, “How
do you know?” He said, “It is too complicated &@vlke happened on its own.” | said, “So you
think this table has to be made, but you, evenghowu are way more complex than the table,
happened by random chance?” Again without hesiidie said, “Yes, the table is on purpose
and | am random chance.”]

That is blindness brothers and sisters and Sataariang hard to keep people in the
dark.
| vividly remember being blind to the gospel.
| know for a fact that the gospel was shared withmany times and |
completely ignored it.
| remember the first time the gospel was shared mi¢ and |
intellectually understood it for the first time.
| said to the person who shared it with me, “If ymmlieve that
you are stupid!”
| thought that way because | was blind and Satanata
work to keep it that way.

[It is important for us to keep that in mind asibetrs. We can very easily start seeing
unbelievers as enemies and fill our hearts witreatgwards them. We can very easily forget
that once we too were blind to the truth. Instewas should look on the perishing with
compassion and sorrow? They are prisoners ofitigglem of darkness, blinded by Satan, and
under the wrath of God. It is a bleak situatiom, ibis not without hope. Yes Satan is
powerful, yes he is blinding the minds of unbelisvi® the ministry of the gospel, but we are
given one more lesson in our text this morning.e @rat should give us all great hope in the
ministry of the gospel. The lesson is that...]

Point #4 — Gospel ministry depends on the power @od. (Verses 5-6)
Christians ought to serve the LORD in the knowletihge the light of His glory can and
will overcome the darkness of this present world.

The apostle reminds us of something very imporntaverse 5.
Gospel ministry is NOT about us!!
That can get easily confused in our lives asviddials and within the church.
We can very easily make gospel ministry about us
That can happen in more than one way.
We can become discouraged in the face of unbeBeegzcting
the gospel.
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We can think, “What is the point no one is listgnand
nothing | do matters.”

That pendulum can swing the other way as well.
It's all about me, look how many people got savedause of me, look at how many
people come to my church.
This is a particular danger for church leaders.

[A few years ago Jason and | went to a pastor’sasialythe speaker talked about how the
church needed to honour him. When he showed Uyatig@eople form an honour guard for
him to enter the building with someone carryingltilde in front of him.]

It was crazy and quite the opposite of what Bayk here.
Gospel ministry is NOT a tool to gain honour froeople and power
over them. What does it say here? It says liegproclamation of
“Jesus as LORD”
Jesus being LORD makes us all servants.
Jesus says if you want to be great in the kingdbm o
heaven you must make yourself a “servant of all”.
That is an important reminder and prepares us to
hear what is said iverse 6.

We are mere servants. The ministry of the gosped dot depend on us, it depends on the
power of God.

Paul takes us all the way back to the beginningredition in Genesis chapter one.
Before there were stars and before the sun and existed almighty God spoke
into the darkness and said, “Let there be light!”

What does the bible say after that? It says, taede was light.”
It is impossible to get darker than the time pt@light existing in
creation and yet the darkness cannot resist thenamm of God.
Now the apostle applies that to the gospel.

The same God whose power brought light into creatio
out of nothing by the power of His word; that Gtwhs
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knalgke of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

That is what is happening in the ministry of themg.
When a person hears that they are a sinner anddbas died for them and that he
conquered the grave and they believe it and redehe gift of eternal life God almighty
Is saying, “Let there be light!” and no vell of teeil one can withstand that light.
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[Paul’'s own conversion experience is an amazingoof this. The Bible says then when he
was on the way to Damascus to put Christians innjdhe noon day sun Jesus appears to him
and the light of Christ’s glory eclipses the sdindid more than eclipse the sun it also
penetrated the darkness in his heart.]

That is our hope in gospel ministry.
Not programs, not intellectual arguments, not malaifpon, not catering to
the sinful condition, but the power of God to sdet there be light!”
So brothers and sisters don’t be discouraged and lobecome proud,
but instead be resolved to minister the gospelhatever capacity
God calls you to.
It is a ministry that comes by the mercy of God mglHis
glory known to us and through that sustaining us@grow up
in Christ.
It is a ministry that makes the word of God centioaal|
that we say and do.
Though it is a ministry strongly opposed by Satan,
it depends on the power of God and therefore we
can have great confidence in it.
May God in His mercy shine the light of the
gospel into the hearts of many so that we
may see it and praise His name forever.



