Christmas Joy
John 8:48-59

There were a number of people who were lookingdaito the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.
If we were able to take a survey of the Jewish [geligng around three or four B.C. |
think we would be very hard pressed to find someehe was unaware of the promises
in the Holy Scriptures of a Messiah/Saviour.

Out of the multitudes of people eagerly anticipgtine fulfillment of these
promises, the LORD had chosen to send some argaledandful of people to say
the time had come.
People like Zechariah. A priest who had served_tbBD for many years
who was married to a woman named Elizabeth.
God sent Gabriel to him to tell him that he andwife would have a
son, to name the boy John, and that this boy wbelthe one to
prepare the way for the LORD’s messiah.
Because he was old, Zechariah had a hard timevivajie
Gabriel and as a consequence lost the abilityealspntil his
son’s birth.
When he was able to speak again, he bursts oayiul |
praise at the thought of the messiah coming irgo th
world.

God also sent Gabriel to a young woman named Mary.
He told her that she would be the mother of thediddsand that it would happen is a
most miraculous way.
| think we can all agree that would be a lot toetak but she receives the news in
humility and willfully embraces what God has chosen to do.
Mary just happens to be a relative of Elizabeth simattly after being visited
by Gabriel goes for a family visit.
The Holy Spirit was upon John even in his mothessnb and when
Mary shows up the Bible says he, “leaped for joyhis mother’s
womb at Jesus’ arrival.
Do you know what Mary does after she hears thissnieam
Elizabeth? She breaks out into a song of joyfalga at what
God is doing.

When the time comes Mary and her husband Josepél fram Nazareth to Bethlehem and
Jesus is born and an angel appears to some shepdrd were watching their sheep near the
small town.
Of course the shepherds are terrified at the smyhtthe angel says to them, “Fear not,
for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that be for all the people.”
Soon &multitude of the heavenly hostre praising God for this amazing little
boy “wrapped in swaddling cloths and laying in angpr.”
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The shepherds go into town telling a bunch of peaplout what the angel
had said, they see Jesus and then they retureitcstireepglorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen...”
While the word joy is not specifically used to dése the shepherd
that is certainly the impression we are given.
We could go on, but that is enough to see thatobtize themes
of the birth of Jesus is joy.
| believe the joy experienced at that first Chrigsnns for
all who believe throughout all of history.
The promise of Jesus coming is first made in
Genesis 3:15 as Adam and Eve were hearing about
the consequences of their disobedience to God.
The news of Jesus birth is throughout the
scriptures and it is for all of God'’s people.

[We can see a clear example of that in our textHsrmorningJohn 8:48-59. What takes

place in these verses happens about thirty thraes ydter Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem and it
concerns a man who lived around two thousand yeHmse Jesus was born. This man was
looking forward to Jesus’ coming and he did sami jAs we are a week away from Christmas
| want to turn our attention to the joy of Jesumming. | believe there are some important
lessons for us about Christmas joy in this passdge. first one is worth our careful
consideration, it is a warning that we would beents take to heart. The lesson is that...]

Point #1 — Christmas joy can be missed. (Verses-83)
It is possible to have the coming of Jesus to aagtit in front of your face and fail to see
it.

One of the things you will discover about Jesusnwm read the gospels is that people get
angry with Him on a somewhat regular basis.
He never backs away from the truth, even wherakkea people upset.
That is the context of this passage here in &ohn
He has told his listeners that they are slavesgitimate children, and
children of the devil.
He says all of those things because the peopénirgg to Him were
resisting the truth of what He had to say and engfocess were
rejecting Him as well.
Like most people, these guys got offended by whsatid had to
say and they respond hereverse 48like this...
Most commentators will tell you that the Jews cdased
Samaritans to come from questionable parentage@nd
that was a way of saying Jesus was an illegitirohiiel
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and obviously saying he has a demon is a way ofgry
to connect him to the devil.
They don't like what Jesus had to say to them so
they repackage His accusation against them and
fire it back in his direction.
Not very original nor does it do anything to
refute what Jesus had said to them.
Undeterred Jesus says this/iarses
49-51.

| love how the LORD handles that situation. Hesdoet go into a long argument to defend
Himself, He simply states the truth and then ajgplie
He is completely confident in the truth of His oleette to the Father and the Father’s
commitment to glorify Him and sort everything out.
The Father constantly shows throughout Jesus’ lgdifén and ministry that He is
God the Son and that the only way to be right Vtd is through the Son.
That is why He says what he does in verse 51.
| like how the ESV translates the beginning ofi¥kese. Do you see
it there? It says, “Truly, truly...”
That translates the Greek waidh which is a way of
emphatically saying something is true.
And Jesus says it twice for extra emphasis. Hissway
of saying this is as true as true can be.
What is so true? That He is the way to eterifal i
Brothers and sisters that is the whole reason
Christmas happens.

Jesus is born so that death can be

defeated to the eternal praise of His
Name.
That is reason to rejoice!

That joy is right in front of their face and thshow they respondVerse 52-53)
They are mostly right in what they say here.
Abraham, though he was the father of the natiderael, he died.
The prophets, for all of their faithfulness andadlthe miracles performed
by them, they died (with the exception of Elijah).
That would mean that in order for Jesus to be @dpaiut giving
eternal life to people, He would have to be gretiten Abraham and
the prophets.
That thought is beyond them. As they look at Jéseg only
see His humanity, they don’t like His insights imtbo they
are, and so they take offense instead of rejoice.




The king of kings is standing right in front of thebut
they can'’t see it.

[That happened on the first Christmas too, didfft The most important person ever to be born
and He spent his first night in a feeding troughanimals. With the exception of a handful of
shepherds and some of the people they told, peopléd have seen an ordinary baby born to
ordinary people. For most people it was just amotiay in Bethlehem. Most people missed
the joy of Christmas.]

That same thing is happening today.
God has left no doubt about Who Jesus is, and gst people go through the
Christmas season without giving Him much of a thdug
People put up trees, buy gifts, prepare mealspagado attention to Christ.
Many people in our day get offended at the phrisary Christmas’
and would like to see Christmas removed as a hplid&anada.
Many people will sit in church pews for the onlgné this year,
hear some songs, hear a bible readings, and malgrate
some guy talking to them for a few minutes and tietnon
with whatever they want to do.

[Many people will come face to face with Jesus Glngistmas season and miss seeing Him and
If you miss seeing Jesus, | mean truly seeing Bton,will miss the joy of Christmas. Look
there is no gift that you will find under a tree Ghristmas morning that can give you what you
truly need. If you have celebrated more than a@wstmases you know that is true. All that
stuff will eventually let you down. It will nevdre enough to give you lasting joy. The joy of
Christmas is something altogether different. We $x2e that in the next couple of verses. We
learn there that...]

Point #2 — God'’s glory displayed in Christ is thegy of Christmas. (Verse 54-56)
From the appearance of angels to the working cdctes, the LORD has put His clear
stamp of approval upon the life and ministry ofu¥es

While their attitude is not good which means they'dreally want to hear the true answer to
their question, the question that they ask Jestiseaénd of verse 53 is a really good question.
They ask, “Who do you make yourself out to be?”
They are likely asking with the attitude, “Who gou think you are?”
In other words the intent behind the question is @ making yourself out
to be something you are not.
This is how Jesus respondsvefse 54-55)
Jesus is speaking here in His humanity.
In His humanity He doesn’t make Himself out to be
anything.
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In other words, He does not do anything to try and
make Himself appear to be more than He is.
Quite the opposite in fact.
What we find in the life of Jesus is the
purest form of humility possible for a
human being.

We never see Jesus making a show of Himself mozels.
There are no fancy clothes or productions.
There is no fakery or deceit.
There is no taking advantage of people.
What did He do instead? He served people. Astsutiaith the
poor, the lowly, and the outcast.
He holds no formal position of power in sogiet government.

His point here is to say that He has done nothing i
worldly terms to make Himself into something, rattie
Is God the Father Who has done all sorts of thiagsll
attention to Who Jesus truly is.

It was the Father who sent angels to announce Jestis.
It was the Father who moved the heart of the Emp&ErRome to affect the whole of the
Roman Empire so that Jesus would be born in Bethheds it was foretold by the
prophet Micah.
It was the Father who moved in the hearts of kings the east to come and
worship this baby boy.
It was the Father who spoke from heaven at Hisi§apdaying, “This is my
Son, whom [ love, and with Him | am well pleased.”
Jesus never makes Himself more than He is, bsiilso true He can
never deny Who He is.

He cannot deny His relationship with the Father &fwlcannot deny His faithfulness to all that
the Father asks of Him.
That is the joy of Christmas brothers and sisters.
The joy is that One has been born in Whom God #ikéf fully delights and is
happy to glorify.
That is the very ground upon which Jesus is absat@ us.
Is Jesus greater than Abraham and the prophets?
Yes He is and He points out here that Abraham khe{erse
56).
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Some commentators think Abraham saw in Genesiselgromise of the coming messiah and
the new age He would usher in as the LORD had @geanihat kings would be among his
descendants.
Whether Jesus is referring to that or something ieis clear that Abraham had some
understanding of what God would do for him and goree who believes God.
He understood that someone would be born accotditige power of God for the
glory of God to save God'’s people and it made hapyy.

[If you read Abraham’s story you will find some ugasd downs, but you will also find a man
who believed God. He came to trust God so mudhhthavas willing to fully trust the life of
the only son born to him by his wife Sarah. | anwnced he did that because he believed in
the power of God to raise the dead. I'm convinited is why he bought a strip of land for a
burial place in the promise land. He believed thatl would send a messiah and that through
Him the grave would be conquered and all of Godismpses would be fulfilled. He looked
ahead saw that and rejoiced.]

That is the joy of Christmas.
Abraham had it looking forward.
Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, the kings, and sdmeesabad it when Jesus
was born.
The disciples, about 500 of them, had it when Jappgared to them
after being raised from the dead.
We have it as we look back on those things by fant as we
look forward to our Saviour Who lives and reigneefeer
coming again to make all things new.

[Christmas is so much more than a baby being bdesus is so much more than an ordinary
guy who lived a long time ago and did some memer#ihgs. This is the glory of God being
displayed to the fullest measure in the Son Hedovend because He does that, we can have
the hope of eternal life. There is no greaterraffgoy than that. That is what Christmas is all
about. That brings us to one more important le$son this text. It's already been hinted at
but it comes to the forefront in the next few versé is good to hear the warning that we can
miss Christmas joy and it is good to know thatjtyeof Christmas is the glory of God
displayed in Christ, but we also need to know thft...

Point #3 — Christmas joy is possible because Goda&othe impossible. (Verses 57-59)
The story of Jesus goes back much farther thamiHisin Bethlehem, it goes back into
all eternity past.

The people upset with Jesus aren’t thinking to gedwes, “Is He talking about Genesis 17
here?”
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They hear it as though Jesus had talked to Abrdiainmand and so they say this to him.
(Verse 57).
The math is impossible here. Everybody knows Aamalived and died around
1800-2000 before Jesus’ was born.
How could Jesus, being so young, have possibly ard talked with him?
It is a fair question although | doubt they askedanting to know the
real answer.
If | said that | had personally spoken with Canadast Prime
Minister Sir John A. MacDonald you would rightly egtion
my sanity.
He died in 1891 and | was born in 1979. That math
doesn’t work.
So how can Jesus say what He says?

He could have pointed to a passage of Scriptudetend His statement, but He does
something very different insteadvefse 58).
Again just like in verse 51 we see the emphatial§truly...” at the beginning of His
answer.
Those words leave us with only three options raggrdshat He says here. One
Jesus is a bold faced liar, two He is completedaie, or three He is telling the
truth.
His answer here is claiming something more thareXsted before
Abraham.
If that is all He had meant he would have said foBe Abraham was,
| was.”
Instead He chooses to say, “Before Abraham WAy .”
That is how the LORD almighty introduced Himself to
Moses at the burning bush.
The Greek translation of the Old Testament uses
the exact same phrase in Exodus 3 that Jesus uses
here in verse 58.

God intends a whole bunch of good theology to lweged by referring to Himself as | AM or
the God Who is.
He communicates His eternal nature in His name hadsealways existed for all eternity
past and will exist for all eternity future.
He is telling us about His aseity. Meaning He &xis and of Himself. There is
nothing He depends on to be Who He is.
He is telling us about His immutability. Meanin@ ldoes not change. His
greatness neither increases or decreases, Hictdralamowledge, and
attributes are constant and consistent forever.




These things and whatever else might be righthetwstdod by the
phrase | AM are things that are only true of God.
You can only claim self-existence if you have alwaxisted.
You can only claim to be unchanging if you dependothing
outside of yourself.
Only God can claim these things. Jesus knows thiais
Is no slip of the tongue or misunderstanding.
Jesus is claiming to possess the fullness of what |
means to be God Himself.
His listeners get it right away/érse 59.

If Jesus is insane or lying then what they do lereht.
Leviticus 24:16 says... anyone who blasphemes the name of the LORD mugpiteto
death. The entire assembly must stone him...”
A mere human being claiming to be God is total ith@sny because the claim
makes God far less than He is.
On the other hand, if what Jesus says here isttrar,something happened
when Jesus was conceived by the power of God iry'Blaromb that is
completely beyond our understanding, somethingdbams completely
impossible.
It would mean that God was able to join the fullidity of the Son
with true humanity in One Person.
It would mean infinity was joined to finiteness kgut either
guality interfering with the other.
This | believe is the greatest mystery of the Gians
faith, the greatest work God has ever performed,iais
the very reason why Christmas joy is possible, beedt
has to be true if we are to be saved becauséhi¢isnly
possible way for us to be made right with God.

The blood of sheep and goats cannot wipe away ebir@f disobedience before a Holy God.
Only a human being perfect in every way could gtanour place.
But if our Saviour were only human He would lack tapacity to pay the debt of
every sinner who believes on His Name.
It is only because He is infinitely worthy that Ean save us all.
Notice here that the stoning doesn’t happen!
Why is that? It is not because Jesus is reallylgaaodging
people or that He can run really fast.
It is because of His sovereign power over alifef |

Besides being powerful He is also gracious.
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He could have killed them all with a thought andndohave been right to do so because
in wanting to stone Him they were guilty of the wétasphemy they were accusing Him
of.
Instead He exercises His power to simply walkyawa
He does that on several occasions. Not only H@a&lso commands the
wind and the waves, He walks on water, He doesateisaof creation, He
heals the sick, casts out demons, raises the deddnost importantly was
Himself raised from the dead after willingly surdening His life to die in
our place.
No ordinary man can do those things and yet Hegdsdungry,
needed to sleep, and He did die.
God doesn’t do any of those things.
So here is the mystery and the joy of Christmas.
Almighty God joined with humanity in Mary’s
womb and was born into the world in Bethlehem.
God does what seems impossible and that is
why true Christmas joy is possible.

The only question that remains is do you have it?
Do you have Christmas Joy in your life?
It can be missed.
If you don’t see the glory of God in Christ ysll miss it.
If you refuse to accept that God can do what sesmpessible to you,
you will miss it.
Don’t miss it because Christmas Joy is real ane joy that
lasts for much longer that a day of a few weeks.
It lasts forever because it is the work of our wamgfing
all powerful all glorious God.
Let’s pray.




