Working for God
2Corinthians 8:16-24

| think most of us would agree that it is a frusitng experience to think you have won only to find
out you have lost.
That is exactly what we see among the religiouddesiin Jerusalem in the early days of the
church.
There were two main groups of religious leadeisiael in Jesus’ day.
One group was called the Pharisees and the oth&atducees.
They didn’t always get along with each other beeahsy had some big
differences in what they believed about God andwWiasd, but one
thing they really agreed on was that they hatedsJasd wanted Him to
die.

After thinking about a way to get rid of the LORID & long time they finally got their opportunity
during the Passover feast in Jerusalem.
They convinced one of His followers to betray Hthey held a trial and got false witnesses
to lie about Jesus, and they convinced the Romuaergor to crucify Him.
After all their other attempts and after Jesusmade them look foolish so many
times, He was dead and His followers were scattered
They thought He was dead, but then His body wessimg from the tomb
even though it was sealed and under heavy guard.
They ignored the eye witness accounts of the guardspread a lie
about Jesus’ body being stolen.
Not long after, about fifty days or so, Jesus’dulers started
publically preaching that He was alive and thatgbemeeded to
turn from their sins and trust Him to be forgiven.

That made the Pharisees and Sadducees angry ah@warrest the guys preaching in Jesus’
name and tell them to stop it.
In response Peter and John s&yhether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you
rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot bt speak of what we have seen and
heard."
That is exactly what they do, they keep on tellpegple about Jesus, which makes
the religious leaders even more upset.
It is not long before they arrest the disciplesiagad say, “We told you to
stop!”
Peter again says that they need to obey God aed thk opportunity to
preach the gospel to them which enrages them, ithie 8ays, and they
want to kill them.
In that moment, Acts 5:34 says, “...a Pharisee ircthencll
named Gamaliel, a teacher held in honour by alptt@ple” stood
and spoke to the assembly.




He reminded them of a little bit of history.
He told them about Theudas and Judah the Galilean.
Both men had started an uprising but when they tthenl movements came to
nothing.
His point was that that works of men come to najland so if the preaching of
Jesus is of men it will fail, but if it is the wodd God there is nothing they can
do to stop it they will only find themselves on thsing end of fighting against
God.
He was exactly right. The preaching of the go$iasl faced tremendous
opposition throughout the history of the church gatlhere we are this
morning gathered for the glory of Jesus’ Name.
We are here this morning because God is at woitkarworld for
His glory and the good of His people.

[Just like it has always been, most of God’s waorkhie world happens through people. God in His
wisdom uses people to accomplish His purposesinvtirid. Since that is true it is good for us to
ask, “What does that look like?” Our text this miag 2Corinthians 8:16-24has some important
lessons for us about working for God. In thesse®iPaul continues his discussion with the
Corinthians about the work he is doing to helplibkevers in the church at Jerusalem. From what
is written here we can learn at least four impdrtamgs about working for God. Number one...]

Point #1 — God calls people to His work. (Verse$417)
Typically through what seems like ordinary everyeagnts the LORD moves people to
want to do the things necessary to accomplish Wegtleases in the world.

We see that here in the life of one of Paul’s welimspel workers named Titus/efse 16)
The apostle does not explain here how this work$ibus very clear that God is the one
who put something into the ‘heart of Titus’.
On the surface that seems like some sort of mimttal that the Lord turns people
into mindless robots to do what He wants.
There is, however, something much more substagdiag on here.
Whatever God has done in the heart of this mas hits own feeling of
‘earnest care’ that he has for the Corinthian belig.
His heart has been affected by God and therefore feeling and
desiring things in his own will.
| confess how that works exactly is beyond me that is
what happens when the LORD calls someone to a task.

Paul goes on to explain why he is convinced that s done this in the heart of TitugeXse

17).

They needed someone to go to Corinth, to bringettter we are now reading, and to work
with the believers there for the ministry to thentmaof Jerusalem.
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When they asked Titus if we would be willing he gqaied the job, but more than that
it says he was, “very earnest” in doing so and hieas doing it of “his own accord.”
No need to twist his arm or beg him to do it, $iall in and wanted to go.
To appreciate the full significance of that we haveemember that
Titus had just been in Corinth and had travellggeat distance to meet
up with Paul and his fellow companions in the wofkhe gospel.
Travelling in the ancient world happened mostlykira and by
boat.
There is a good chance it was a long and difficuitney
and on account of his being ‘very earnest’ he gladins
up to do it again.
Why? Because his wants to do God’s work for the
good of God’s people.

[Taste buds are a good illustration of this poiBt.eryone has foods they like and foods they
dislike. | enjoy green olives, anybody with metbat? I'll eat olives right out of the jar, | put

them on sandwiches, tacos, and pizza. | never taoeve forced to eat an olive because | like them.
On the other hand | am not a fan of coffee. | kbt makes me strange and I'm ok with that. |
can drink it but not because | want to, but whanyftaste buds changed and the next time | took a
sip of coffee | really liked it? | would want ta@idk more.]

That is the kind of thing the LORD does with peopl a spiritual sense.
He does that in saving people. God doesn’t fong®me to believe, He does spiritual
surgery on their heart so that they will want testrJesus as their Saviour.
He does the same thing with calling people ingodarvice.
He does spiritual surgery on their heart so they tiave a desire to serve
Him.
This is why Jesus sayg,he harvest is plentiful, but the workers
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, thereforesegiod out
workers into his harvest field.”
He says, “Ask the Lord of the harvest...” because He
understands that God’s work depends on God andfone
the things He does to accomplish His purposesambrid
is He calls people to His work.

[Sometimes we can get worked up or discourageaediatk of people available to work at a
particular ministry. Sometimes we get discouragechuse we fail to stop and ask ourselves, “Is
this my work or God’s work?” If it is God’s workewcan rest in His power to provide all that is
necessary to the task. Now that brings up an iapbguestion. How do we tell the difference
between people working for God and people workorgliemselves? | believe the scriptures show
us many things to look for and one of them is mnlext few verses. That is our second lesson
about working for God, it is that...]

Point #2 — God'’s workers like accountability. (Veses 18-21)
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When people are confident that what they are dsimg service to the LORD, they have no
problem with people checking up on them.

The particular ministry that Paul is talking abauatthese verses is the work of raising money to
send to believers in Jerusalem who are in seria@esin
We know that money can be source of trouble betweeple and we know that the Bible
warns us that the “love of money is a root of allds of evil.”
Sadly money has been the source of much trouble&ory Christians and ministries.
Some commentators think that money was one of shiimgt Paul’s critics in
Corinth were using to stir up trouble for him iretbhurch.
Whether that is the case or not how the apostldibarthe situation
demonstrates a very good and godly principle fatisfian ministry and
the Christian life in general.
Look at what he tells the Corinthiansvierses 18-19.

We can only guess as to who the famous brothéuisriext is, but what is clear is that he is known
among “all the churches” and he has been appoirftedthe churches to travel” with Paul and his
co-workers as they seek to carry out this worktierglory of God.
It seems very clear from what is written here taitil has no doubt whatsoever that he is
working for the LORD.
Because that is true, he has no problem with tluthbr joining them on the journey.
He explains further inerses 20-21.
There is nothing to hide here.
The apostle is happy to have another witness fraisiae of his
group approved by the churches (likely someon&tranthians
know and trust) to be able to bear witness thatysvmg is in
order.
He knows that he is doing things rightly before Godl is
happy to have that examined by anyone so thatwiieige
confident in that too.

[l remember one time as a kid | was at a pond aofrbm my parent’s house in the winter time.
The pond was frozen but we weren't sure if it wask enough to walk on. Someone got the idea
to through a rock on the ice and when it didn’tahrérrough we decided to give it a try. Being the
youngest | was selected to go first. After onénar steps | broke through and sank in up to my
knee. | knew better than to do that because myhdddold me not to play on that pond many
times. When | got home | changed right away aied tio hide the evidence of my frozen pants. It

didn’t work!]

We try that sometimes don’'t we? We try and hide keeep people from knowing what we

are really up to.
That is not good in our personal life and it istagly not good in any type of ministry

work.



If a pastor or ministry leader says something Iféat is none of your
business!” that should concern you.
If a mission organization has a hard time accogrition where donations
end up, that is a problem.
If you are scared of what people might find on yoeli phone or
computer then you are likely is the grip of sin aeed to confess
and repent from whatever that is.

[When we are striving to serve the LORD we willlgppy to have others check up on us and
know what is going on. There is a great deal@tdiom in that because it means you have no fear
of what people might find out. It is good for thenistry of the gospel all around because people
learn that servants of the LORD can be trustedat T#ads us to another lesson about working for
God. This one is extremely relevant for us asiweih a time and culture that has elevated the
desires of the individual to such an extreme degilde lesson is that...]

Point #3 — The faithfulness of God’s workers is aiifmed in the church. (Verses 22-23)
It is right and good to examine believers beforythre entrusted with ministry in the
church and anyone who is truly serving the LORD k&l happy for the examination.

Along with Titus and the ‘famous brother’ theres@gneone else being sent along to work at this
God given taskMerse 22)
This is someone who is very sincere and dedidatéite task that is before them.
That is a very good quality to have when you areisg the LORD no matter how
great or small the task at hand may seem.
It would certainly be a requirement for the workagliministering this gift from
so many churches to believers in Jerusalem.
They were signing up for an extremely long and @angs journey.
This is a big undertaking and a big responsibility
He had to be eager and sincere to be sure, bat ither
clearly more to it for Paul than that.
Do you see in the middle of the verse it says this
brother had been “often tested and found earnest in
many matters.”

Working alongside Paul there would have been m@mpdunities for testing.
Perhaps this brother brought Paul supplies whiled®in prison, perhaps he had journeyed
over great distances in the service of the gogpeehaps he had gone without food and sleep
like the apostle had.
While the particulars are left unsaid here we kilogre have been many situations
over a significant amount of time where this broth&s demonstrated his earnestness
for serving the LORD.
His character has been observed and affirmed mwfddelievers and that is
why he is appointed to this work.




Verse 23points us to the same thing in the lives of Tdund the
“famous brother.”

Titus has shared in the work of the gospel andad Ras had much opportunity to see that he has
been called by God to do his work.
Beyond the work of sending this gift to Jerusal@awl would appoint Titus to go to
churches and minister to them preaching, teaclaind appointing others to the work.
His personal call by God is affirmed by Paul atttkos in the church.
In the second half of this verse these brothersedegred to as “messengers of
the churches.”
The word “messengers” there is most literally stated as “apostles”.
Normally when we think of apostles we think of glike Paul,
Peter, James and John.
That select group of servants directly called leyRisen
Christ given authority to establish the church apdak
directly on Jesus’ behalf.
Those guys lay the foundation for the church and
there authority is preserved for us in the New
Testament.
Apostle in that sense is a onetime deal.

The ESV wisely translates the word here as ‘messshigecause the word means someone sent
under authority to speak on behalf of the one vghsending them.
These brothers are being sent by the churches timeleauthority to do the work God has
set them apart to do for the ‘glory of Christ’.
You see they have been affirmed in the church.
That is important to working for the LORD.

[Just imagine someone saying, “| am going to becar.” That is a noble desire to be sure, but
what if they barely graduated high school and agitilolass the necessary courses in university.
Should a medical school admit them? What if they'tdhave any schooling and show up at the
hospital and want to perform the surgeries scheldiiat day? Should the hospital let them? | dare
say you wouldn’t want to go to that hospital faratment.]

That sounds silly doesn’t it, but how often do letthat happen in other areas.
If someone says they want to teach Sunday schadhby don't have the first clue
about what the bible teaches should we let therausecthey feel like doing it?
If someone feels called to be a pastor, does thatratically mean they should
be one?
If someone wants to lead music, but lacks the wisdad ability to do
so should they?

[I firmly believe that the Holy Spirit gives gifte every single believer, but | also know that
sometimes believers think they have a gift whey then't. One of the things we need to work for
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the LORD, perhaps the most important thing we ne&daimility. Humility gives us the capacity to
place ourselves under the authority of other gpelyple and when we are willing to do that we
will always find a place to serve the LORD. Thedds us to the final lesson from our text. s a
important one because from what we have heardrsmfaeone might get the impression that they
can sit on the sidelines and do nothing. Far fitorimstead we learn that...]

Point #4 —Believers demonstrate their faith by participatingin God’s work. (Verse 24)
We rightly say all the time that salvation happbpdgaith alone and not works, but it is
equally right to say that true saving faith produemrks. When we do things that the
LORD wants us to do, we are showing that our faitleal.

Look with me at the first word in verse 24, it S&&'.
If you have the NIV, NKJV, or the NAS you will séee word “therefore” at the beginning
of the verse.
Because of all the things he has told us about £@dtk and God’s workers he
comes to an important conclusion about it alerSe 24).
One of the most basic things that happens to us wieeaccept Jesus as our
saviour is that the Holy Spirit gives us a love dtiner believers.
| have often heard people say that they feel cltwstreir brothers and
sisters in Christ than they do to their own fanafyjunbelievers.
| believe wholeheartedly that the bond of the $srfar greater
than flesh and blood or any other relationship Weatan have.
I’'m sure we all know that it is one thing to sagttwve care
about someone, it is quite another to show it.

The fact of the matter is that the Christian fagimore than words.
| have no doubt that if we could all jump into mé& machine and go back and talk to the
people in Corinth and ask them, “Do you love theRE?” They would say yes, we do.
If could ask them, “Do you love other believerd?0 doubt they would say yes.
I’m sure if we were to go around the room and asksame questions of
ourselves most of us would give the right answers.
That is good. It is good to say the right thingd & is even better when
we show that what we are saying is true.
The evidence that Paul is asking for here is ferGrinthian
believers to participate in this work of the LORD.
He has believed their faith and their love to baugne.
He has told other believers about the sincerity of
their faith and he knows that if it is truly reaill
get lived out.

[Jesus told a story once that taught this lesstesaid, A man had two sons. And he went to the
first and said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyadbly." And he answered, 'l will not," but afterd/ar
he changed his mind and went. And he went to therson and said the same. And he answered,
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'l go, sir," but did not go. Which of the two dite will of his father?"The answer is the son who
went to work.]

It is very important to see here that working@®wod here does not make them loving.
Nothing that we do ever makes us right with Gddwd think for even a second that
anything we do can make us good in God’s eyesweehave a very low view of God
and we are showing no appreciation for what Jeslfdus by dying on the cross.

It is not ‘work to become loving’ it is rather thidite work shows the love of
God that is already in you by faith.
Every believer, everyone who truly understands uthraeans to be
forgiven by God on account of their faith in Chiadbne, is a servant of
God.
There are some things that we all can serve at.
We can all pray, we can all put others before duese we
can all encourage one another in some way.
We also know that we serve the Lord in different
ways as well.
No matter what gift we possess, no matter
how much is at our disposal in terms of
worldly means we can be working for God in
some way.

| would even take that a step further and say, ‘ANenust be working for God in some way.”
Has He put something on your heart? Don't igribag.
Be willing to be accountable to other believers.
Be patient and faithful in the church. Allow oth¢o speak into your life so
that your work might be affirmed by those who disee the LORD.
The Lord doesn’t want us to be bench warmers, H#suas to be doing
His work for His glory and for our good.
Many of you have been working for the LORD fooad time.
Many of you go unnoticed and some of you struggle
because you want to do more than you are but y®u ar
limited by things beyond your control.
| thank God for you. It is by His grace at work in
and through you that we can carry on day by day.
May the LORD in His mercy raise continue to
sustain us in His work and may He add to our
number until the day of Jesus’ coming.




