Guarding Against the Deception of the Devil
2Corinthians 11:1-15

It was shortly after supper one evening, | belislrehelle and | were still sitting at the table in
our second apartment when the phone rang.
| answered the phone saying, “hello” expectingspoase right away but there was an
extended pause.
If I had known better | would have hung up rightegwbut instead | said, “hello” a
second time.
After the second hello a voice came on saying, “Capeak to Michael
Sealy please!”
| said, “Speaking.” He said, “Yes, Mr. Sealy mymais (whatever
his name was) | am calling on behalf of such arwh sucollection
agency.”
| said, “Uh huh!” He said, “I am calling becausauyhave an
overdue balance on your visa card of $7000 andeee to
know how you are planning to pay that balance.”

| said, “I'm not planning to pay it because | doiave a visa card.”
He then proceeded to confirm with me some of mgqeal information.
| confess | definitely shared more than | shouldehand am thankful that Michelle
stopped me from going farther, and am further thartkat it didn’t come to
anything.
From that moment on | made it a hard life rule @b ¢ho anything financial
or share any personal information over the phone.
It's a good thing to because things have only gotierse over the
years.
I've had a warrant out for my arrest at least twyemes.
I've received fake blackmail requesting large suwins
money and if | didn’t pay they would tell everyone
something bad about me.
It's even worse now with Al being able to use the
voice of people you know asking for money.

| googled how much money people are scammed aundofame across an NBC news article
that said in 2022 Americans lost $8.8 billion dadldo fraud which was up 30% from the
previous year.
| would be surprised if that number has gone dowthe last two years.

It is a staggering amount and that is just the Ushudder to think how many

people have lost substantial amounts even theisalings to these kinds of

deceptions.

It something that all of us would be wise to guagainst these days.




Avoid clicking on links that are too good to beetru
Don’t give out personal information.
If a loved one calls you out of blue asking forghbeaing up and call them back.
If someone calls and tells you there is a problath wour computer hang
up and call someone you know instead.
If there is a warrant out for your arrest wait fioe police to show up
and take you away.
| wish it wasn't this way, but unfortunately manggple in the
world are working to scam people and if you doréinivto be
robbed you need to be on your guard.

[As believers we should know that we need to guawdh more than our bank accounts in this
world. We also need to guard our souls againsti¢teeption of devil. Just like there are things
we can do to protect against financial scams tae¥ehings we can do to guard against spiritual
scams as well. That is the subject of our text thorning in2Corinthians 11:1-15. In this
passage the apostle Paul pleads with the Corirgtlaibaut people that have worked their way
into the church and have attempted to draw thelseviees away from true gospel ministry. We
learn in these verses that this is more than jpsbhlem with people trying to deceive the
church, we learn that these liars are actuallyss#svof the devil, and we learn some lessons
about how to guard against such things. Theratdeast three important lessons for us here
about standing against the lies of Satan. Theiéirthis, that...]

Point #1 — Guarding against the devil requires a sion for people and truth. (Verses 1-4)
Satan is neither lazy nor neutral is his desimeito humanity and so neither can we be
lazy or neutral in the fight against him.

Verse 1begins with what seems like a strange request.
As we will see the ‘foolishness’ that Paul is tatikiabout here is talking about himself
and his gualifications as an apostle.
Why would he do that? Listen to the words of prbge26:4-5!
“Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or yowill be like him
yourself. Answer a fool according to his folly, tve will be wise in his
own eyes.”
The point is that sometimes answering a fool ontdnsis will turn
you into a fool and sometimes answering a fool isrtédrms will
reveal his foolishness.

So the apostle here is entering into an exerciaehie would rather not because he feels it
necessary to show the Corinthians their own fookss.
He gives us his first reason for doing thivarse 2.
When we first hear the word ‘jealousy’ we mightithiof it in a negative light.




People can be jealous of other people in the sensanting what they
have.
People can be jealous in the sense of feelingtdmed by other
people.
That kind of jealousy often creates bitternessearand shows
itself through controlling and manipulative behaurio
That kind of jealousy is bad. But here Paul say/fckls
‘divine jealousy’ for the Corinthians.
The kind of jealousy that God displays is a good
thing.

Godly jealousy is a passionate desire to see tingsithat belong to God be devoted to God.
That is Paul’s point here. When he told them albloeiigood news of Jesus dying for
their sins and being raised from the dead andltleégved it they went from being
enemies of God under His wrath to being His petipled with an immeasurable love.

He says it is like the church had been “betrotiedChrist.
Paul is thinking along the lines of the Jewishrnmages of his day.
At that time there were two ceremonies the bettatbeemony which
was an engagement and the actually wedding whigallysook
place about a year after the betrothal.
Once the engagement ceremony took place there avasming
back, the couple was to be committed to one anathiéeir
thoughts, affections, and bodies as though theg Wwasband
and wife even though they were not yet living unthersame
roof.
Paul is seeing their faith in the gospel as a heditdo
Christ with His return being the actual wedding &eds
jealous for them to remain faithful to their saviou
He has a passion for people.
He also has a passion for trutVe(ses 3-4)

How did Satan deceive Eve? He got her to queS§iioais word and His goodness.
“Did God really say?” Yes, He did. “It's not #WHe is holding out on you.”
Whoever has worked their way into the church ofi@bris doing the exact same
thing.
Jesus isn't really like Paul has told you.
The Spirit isn’t who you think.
The gospel is something different than what lyave believed.
Some commentators suggest that these liars ate like
prosperity preachers who ignore the humility ofudes
focus on the power the Spirit can give but haveisefor




4

the character that He produces, and preach a gofpel

power and position rather than of service and Beeri
The truth is there are many ways to distort the
person of Christ, the work of the Spirit, and the
truth of the gospel and as believers we need to
have a passion for the truth to stand againsteise |
of the devil.

[A couple of years ago | took a day and saileddt®® Island and back. Even thoughitis a
fairly short trip it is important to have a compasat will give you an accurate heading. Very
early in the trip we figured out that the one | Ipanichased on amazon was off by at least ten
degrees. If we had trusted that compass we waud Bnded up in the wrong spot and the
thing about a faulty compass is the greater digtgoa travel trusting it the farther off course
you get.]

Satan’s lies often seem small and if believed ctheséeliever to drift only a little of course at
first, but the longer the lie is believed the mofiecourse a believer gets.
The farther a believer gets from the truth theexasbecomes to believe the next lie and
the situation becomes far worse far faster thaarbef
There are many ways in which the devil would g aistort the person of Christ.
He will tell you that Jesus is just a good morakteer, that He is all about
love and doesn’t care about holiness, that He tldie’for you sins but just
as a good example for humanity, that He didn’t fisen the dead physically
but rather spiritually, and so on.
The devil would have you believe that if you daspeak in tongues
or do miracles of healing that you don’t have tp&it
He will lie and tell you that you can have the mlwelling in
you and have Him make no difference in your life.
He will lie and say the gospel is not about sabratly
faith alone through Christ alone, but it is aboeihig a
nice person and doing nice things.
He will tell you the gospel is about being healthy,
wealthy, and well liked instead of a call to take u
your cross and die to yourself so that you might
live to Christ.

[Satan would have you put your bible on the shedf ket it collect dust. He will tell you that
you already know all that you need to know and sleould just keep thinking and doing things
according to your own desires. He will tell youcelebrate whatever people do as long as it
makes them happy. If we are going to guard agé#mnase lies we need to have a passion for
people. We have to want what is best for thembksndnwilling to surrender their souls to the
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evil one by loving, knowing, and declaring the lxruHere is a second lesson about defending
against the lies of the evil one...]

Point #2 — Guarding against the devil requires a somitment to humility. (Verses 5-9)
Making ourselves the center of our own attentioons of the most destructive things we
can do and the great deceiver loves it when wewelihe lie that we should focus on
ourselves.

Paul continues to answer the fools according tartfodly in verse 5.
It is unclear whether the term ‘super-apostlesiist these guys were calling themselves
or the title Paul had sarcastically assigned tathe
Either way it seems clear that they were fairly &dilthemselves and portraying
themselves as having greater standing and authibatytrue apostles.
They clearly believed themselves to be betterghrets than PauMerse 6).
The Greek and Roman world, much like our own, ofsaoured
appearance over substance.
Being polished in your words and presentation cbadery
convincing and it would seem Paul's opponents heade a
big deal of that.

Paul, however, concerned himself less with polisth @more with substance something he says,
he has made plain to the church “in all things.”
When he first brought the gospel to Corinth he thase for about a year and a half.
In that time and in his letters he has opened upése believers the depths of the
riches of the gospel.
No smoke show, not focus on entertainment, or ngakimself appear
superior in intellect, just the treasures of thewledge of God in every area
of life.
In addition to his manner of presentation we ais®this concerning
his manner of life while he was in CorintNVdrse 7-9).
Philosophers and teachers in Greek society that e@nsidered
to be of some worth were paid for their services,tbe apostle
Paul while he was among them never asked for a.dime
In fact, we are told in Acts 18:3 that he workeé gb of
manual labor in order to supply his needs untilgties
arrived from Macedonia (almost certainly the Plpign
church).

Back in chapter 8 Paul had described the churchddacedonia as being in ‘extreme poverty’
which is likely why he describes their gift to las‘robbing other churches’.
If you go to Philippians 4:10-20 you will see thia¢y gave to help Paul’'s ministry as an
act of worship and not as payment for servicesasrttl
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So it is not that he is unwilling to ever take sogigrom churches, but because of
the situation in Corinth he wanted to make sureltieadidn’t ask for money for his
ministry among them.
Why? Likely because he wants to combat the liettievalue of his
ministry is reflected by how much he charges fardervices.
He wants to show them that service in the kingdbhmeaven is about
serving rather than being served.
He wants to show them that being willing to humine’s self
to serve the best interests of others is a virdtiger than a vice.
Where these ‘super apostles’ are the focus of tveir
attention, Paul’s heart is set first on the LORM an
second on others.

[The advent of smart phones and social media lkas thhe natural self-focus of human beings
and amplified it by exponential proportions. Peopattually get hurt and some people even die
taking selfies. People climb up towers or overibes to get a picture that will earn them likes
on social media and as they focus on themselvegettidg the perfect photo they lose their
balance or take a wrong step and go over the edge.]

That is what can happen to us spiritually speaKimge become the center of our own
attention.
The devil wants that for us. He wants us to famusurselves, like the people
Paul is trying to defend against in this passage.
He wants that because it is bad for us.
Why because if we try and find value and worthnd af ourselves
we will find emptiness rather than treasure.
Pastor and theologian RC Sproul puts it this wdg. writes,
“...man’s dignity is not inherent. It does not exisind of
itself. Ours is a derived, dependent, and recedigdity. In
and of ourselves we are of the dust. But God bagjaed a
remarkable value and worth to us as His creaturasienn his
image. He is the source of our life and our vezing. He has
cloaked us with a robe of value and worth.”
Humility is what allows us to see that. It is lizgair of
scissors that cuts of the blind fold of self-ceatkress
that the devil loves to keep over our eyes.

[Satan is quite happy to have us focus on how go®dre. He is just as happy to have us focus
on how bad we are. Either way what he wants teigtleas into having our attention on
ourselves. The only way to guard against thatmihlity. To take our attention off of

ourselves and put in on the LORD. That bringsouse more lesson from this text. Guarding
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against the devil takes passion for people and,trutequires a commitment to humility, and
thirdly...]

Point #3 — Guarding against the devil requires loakg past good disguises. (Verses 10-15)
The old saying that ‘appearances can be deceilsngry true when it comes to the
schemes of Satan. He will make things that leastdmal destruction look as attractive
as possible and so we need to be careful to loegatehan the surface to avoid his traps.

In verses 10-12e gives us a little more insight into why hebigdsting’ about preaching the
gospel free of charge.
The region of Achaia is the area in which the oityorinth is located.
The apostle wants to make sure that this compalistmeen himself and these
false apostles is known throughout the whole region
He likely does this because there is a good chiémese guys are going to be
going around the whole region trying to win peopler to their side.
He wants everyone to know what these guys are gp tbat no one
will be taken in by them.
His goal here is not to make the Corinthians loa# Bs some
might think, but he is motivated by his love foeth so that
they will know with certainty that these men aré¢ apostles of
Christ even though they are trying to pass thenesebif as
though they are.
He wants them to look past their disguise and lsewnt
for what they really are which he plainly saywverses
13-15.

Satan’s schemes are not going to appear bad osutface, they are going to appear good.
Back in verse 3 it mentions the devil's deceptbikve.
Remember how good he tried to make disobeying |Gakl
He said,’God knows that when you eat of it your eyes wallapened and
you will be like God.”
The very next verse say§o when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to thesyand that the tree
was to be desired to make one wise, she took ioliitend ate, and
she also gave some to her husband who was witlahdrhe ate.”
You know the way that verse reads it is almost Aslam and
Eve didn’t pay much attention to the tree befosd thoment.
They were satisfied with the tree of life and h# bther
goodness that the LORD had provided for them in the
garden.
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Satan came along and tried to show them how
good disobedience would be and then they saw the
fruit as pleasing and desirable for wisdom.

He made death look good.

[I had a couple of mice in my attic last wintero ISyot a mouse trap and | put some peanut
butter on it and set it in the attic. | have naiblowhen the mouse came to the trap he thought
he had found something good, but it didn’'t end apdyfor him.]

That is exactly the same thing that happens tohenwve fall for the lies of the devil.

These teachers didn’t show up at Corinth and dast;s worship idols and serve Satan.”
They showed up and said, “Let us tell you abouttéeb version of Jesus, the
Spirit, and the Gospel.”

Lots of people will tell you about a Jesus whallsabout you these days.
How many of you have seen the ads “Jesus, Hesj&t
It looks good. Everybody getting along and lovorge another,
but truth and righteousness are brushed aside.
You can see it in the prosperity gospel. Jesugswaru
to have everything this world has to offer and Hmts
you to be happy in that.
Sounds good and looks good, but it is truly shallow
and empty.

Jesus often refers to His people as sheep.
Do you know what He says about false teachersarchiurch?
In Matthew 7:15 He says they come to us “sheepthiig” they look good, they
look like one of us, but he says, “inwardly theg &rocious wolves.”
Do you know what “ferocious wolves” do to sheepf?ey eat them!
That is not good and if we are going to safe gagainst that we
need to look deeper than good appearances.
There is no other Jesus who can save us, theceather
gospel that can lead us into eternal life, andetieno other
Spirit other than the one that convicts us of sid ads us into
righteousness.

So brothers and sisters, be on your guard agalmstdieception of the devil.
Have a passion for people and truth, be commitidditnility, and don’t be taken in by
mere appearances.
Trust the LORD and His word and you will not beecsome.




