The Good News of Easter
Romans 1:1-6

When we read about the life and ministry of Jesube gospels it is easy to understand why He
piqued the interest of so many people.
Take the miracles that a written about for example
One of the things that stands out to me about ih&ctas that Jesus performs is
that He does them in a way that is impossible ke.fa
Take the time He and disciples are in a synagogddleere was a man there
who had what the bible calls a ‘withered hand’ vidmgeans there was
something seriously wrong that was noticeably \esib
Luke tells us that the ‘scribes and Pharisees wedt¢hm to see
whether or not He would heal on the Sabbath, sathileg might find
a reason to accuse Him.”
The LORD knowing their thoughts confronts the avitheir
hearts by telling the man to stand up in frontwdrgone and
tells him to stretch out his hand and as he didistdhand was
‘restored’.

Or think about when He raised Lazarus from the dead
He had done that miracle before, but with Lazaragdid it in a way that would be
impossible to argue with.
Remember when He gets word that His friend is sitrktead of going right away
John tells us that because “Jesus loved Marthaister, and Lazarus” he waited
two more days before starting the journey to seefiténd.
When He tells the disciples it is time to go, Héstthem that Lazarus has
died and that “[He is] glad that [He] was not these that [they] may
believe.”
He could have healed Lazarus’ sickness from arstaHe could
have kept him from becoming ill in the first plabeit He lets Him die
to show His disciples who He is.

By the time He gets to Bethany Lazarus has beeth @@ in a tomb four days.

With a sizeable group of mourners at the tomb Hs,sdake the stone away!”
Martha, being quite sensible says to Jesus, “Loydhis time there will be an
odor.”

Her point being that her brother is way past thiafoof helping.
Nevertheless, the stone is rolled away Jesus consrizazarus to
come out and the dead man lives.

Everyone saw it and there was no disputing thatsliead
performed a miracle.
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Those are just a couple examples in a long lishiodcles performed in a way that could not be
denied.
Even the religious leaders who hated Jesus hadmnut that the miracles happened.
Try for a moment to put yourself in a crowd thatnessed even just one of His
miracles happen.
What would your reaction be? It would certainlytbe same as the people
who were there.
They were amazed and their amazement leads testiojo.
Who is this guy?
Some commentators outline the gospel of Mark around
the question, “Who is Jesus?”

We read in the gospels that people in Jesus’ dayed® different answers.
Some people thought He was a prophet, some théightas crazy, some thought He
was a good teacher, others thought He was a sesf/&émd devil, and still others believed
that He was the Christ (that is the One appointe@dad to save His people).
It is a question that is as relevant today as # the first time it came out of
someone’s mouth.
It is a question that people answer today as ditack then.
It is the most important question that you couldreask in your
whole, because your eternity depends on how yowemnis.

[While people may answer it in different ways, alitanswers are correct. Hopefully, that
leads us to ask, “How do we know which answer imezti?” And the answer to that question
is the Good News of Easter. Our text this morfRagnans 1:1-6answers the question “Who
Is Jesus?” in a very clear and powerful way. Tthere in your bibles if you would so that we
can see together at least three important lessmng the “Good News of Easter!” Lesson one
is this...]

Point #1 — God promised the good news of Easter Igibefore it happened. (Verses 1-2)
On the very first day that humanity became in nefe@demption God spoke of a
Redeemer and He spoke of it again and again thrbligyervants.

It is impossible for me to imagiverse 1 being written if Easter doesn’t happen the wag it
recorded for us in the Bible.
Paul calls himself, “a servant of Christ Jesug&he
The word translated “servant” is a servant ingbese of being a slave.
Commentators suggest Paul uses this word to caieefyliness of His
belonging to Jesus and it may also be intendeditd ghe reader to his
conversion story.
Paul did not come to Christ easily. | am fully emted Paul
witnessed at least some of Jesus’ earthly minibeyyas likely there
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when Jesus was condemned, and he was probablgglatklis death
believing Him to be a false messiah/saviour.

When the disciples began preaching the Good Newsasier, Paul rejected it and worked hard
to put an end to it.
But then, Jesus Himself came and met with Pauleaedything changed.
Not only was Paul converted He was also ‘callebg@n apostle” that is a
messenger sent under authority.
He is a messenger ‘set apart for the gospel of’God.
The word gospel literally means “good news”. Ithis good news of
Easter.
How is it possible for someone to experience sut&0¥®
It seems to me it is only possible because Easédyr
happened.

Why does it happen? We are toldsénse 2.
Sometimes we say something like, “God didn’t heveend Jesus to save us!”
| know I've said that a number of times over years.
When we say that, most of us are looking abiinfa perspective of justice.
From a justice perspective God would have beetiytatght to leave
us in our sins and condemn everyone to an etamtiglI.
God would have been just fine to have heaven withs.

There is nothing outside of Himself that demanad He
save us.

But there is another side to that coin which Paises here and that is the promise which God
makes.
As soon as God makes a promise, He obligates HinastlIfill the promise.
Because God knows everything and He has always keserything He must
make this promise within Himself in all eternitygpa
If we look at it from that side of the coin then dsabsolutely had to send
Jesus into the world to save us because He promtised
We see that promise time and again throughoudttel estament.

Just think of how many things the Scriptures fddeddoout Jesus.
How He would be born, Where He would be born, whégavould grow up, what He
would do, and how He would die.
The OT prophecies fulfilled by Jesus number inrivege of about three hundred.
The odds of that happening at random chance aressiige.

It happens because God bound Himself by a prommigxercised His
unequaled authority to bring into being all thathéel planned
throughout all of history and He is still doing it.




[l have thought from time to time that it would fe&lly cool to know the future. Even if |
could know the future one day in advance it wowddéha dramatic effect on the decisions |
would make. Even if | had that ability though ibwd only mean that | had the ability to react
to events and perhaps on a very small scale Akerdurse of somethings to a very small
degree.]

If we think of God’s promise in Scripture like th#ten we are missing the significance
of what the Bible is saying here.
God has more than knowledge, He also has the povekr all that He pleases
throughout all of history in all of the universe.
His promise is more than simply knowing how thiags going to go, it is
His ability to cause the future that is on displayis promise of the gospel.
How many times does Jesus say something like, ‘fidssto happen
so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled?”
He says that more than once to His disciples albaster
before it happens.

[Who is Jesus? One of the things that points tiseaight answer is His fulfillment of the
promises of God made in the Old Testament and Eiasike a giant exclamation point on
everything He had done up until that point. Thatdps us to a second lesson about the good
news of Easter.]

Point #2 — Easter is only good news because of Gegiower. (Verses 3-4)
It is only because the LORD is able to do far belyanat we can understand that we
have a Saviour.

Verse 3 opens by telling us who the good news gaahbly God in the Old Testament is about.
It says the “gospel of God” concerns “His [thaGsed’s] Son.”
That is a bold claim to make.
It is a claim many people have made throughatoty.
Greek and Roman mythology is filled with thgads having children.
Various kings and emperors have believed themsédvisave
divine heritage.
What makes Jesus any different? What is such good
news about Who He is?
Verse 3tells us something very important about
Him.

This is connected with what we saw in point nunamer concerning the promises of God.
God promised that the Messiah would be a descemnd&dvid who God had chosen to
be king over all of Israel.
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You can read about God’s promise to David in 2Samuwehere God promises to
establish David’s throne forever through one ofdgscendants.
| believe that both Mary and Joseph (Jesus’ eapthignts) descended from
David.
Joseph’s connection is made clear in the facthtedtad to go the
Bethlehem to be counted in the census of Caesansiug because he
belonged to the *house and line of David.’
Because Jesus’ earthly parents descend from DRaid,can
say that Jesus is a ‘descendant of David accotditite flesh’.
That is important in terms of Jesus having a clairtine
throne of Israel as God had promised but it is also
important in terms of what Jesus came to do.

As Pastor Jason reminded us on Friday, Jesus cardeeton our behalf as an offering for sin.
In order for that to happen Jesus needed to barmygy human.
He needed to have real humanity which Paul a$finere with the word ‘flesh.’
He had bones, muscles, organs, and skin. He needead, sleep, breathe,
and have real blood circulate through His body.
In order for Jesus to die for us, He had to beli&én every respect
except one.
He was different from us in that He lived in petfebedience
to God.
Where we have failed miserably Jesus has been
completely faithful.
There is more though to the good news of Easter
than Jesus’ perfect humanity and His dying in our
place.
We are told about it imerse 4.

When it says here that Jesus “was declared to &t of God” it is in the sense of making
what is already true plain to people.
Commentators Everett Harrison and Donald Hagnertmait that this likely has to do
with how Jesus was viewed in light of His incaroati
When Jesus took on humanity His divinity was \ibe hidden from people.
That is not to say that God the Son changed otbkavas diminished in
His attributes in any way, it is simply to say thdten people looked at
Jesus they could only see His humanity.
More than once He claimed to be the Son of God,ishane of the
big reasons the religious leaders had for wanbngucify Him, they
thought He was a mere man claiming to be equal &at.
What the resurrection announces is that everythasgs
claimed about Himself is true.
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It pulls back the veil of His humanity and makepléin
that He is the infinite, almighty, glorious, andyeful
Son of God.

The good news of Easter is what sets Jesus Cluidtard apart from everyone else who has
made claims to divinity or authority.
If Jesus had died and stayed dead Easter wouldmgjbbd news at all.
Jesus would just be an ordinary guy who can’t ddghang for us in a lasting sense.
Rising from the dead though shows that God is tkat,Jesus is God the
Son, and the Holy Spirit is confirming this is thearts of everyone who
believes in the truth of it.
The good news of Easter is good news because theRegison of the
Trinity is at work doing the impossible to the glaf God forever.

Paul knew this to be true as well as anyone whoelvas lived.
It is impossible to make sense of his life if tkeurrection didn’t happen, in fact it is
iImpossible to make any sense out of the early ¢thwrthout the good news of Easter.
The gospel accounts only leave us with two possiptens regarding the eye
witnesses who claim that Jesus had risen fromdhad.d
Either they are liars or it is true.
Now, who walks away from everything they hold daad suffers
greatly, many to the point of death, for somethimgy know is a lie?
Nobody lies so they can suffer loss.
Because that is true the only reasonable explanttat
remains is that after Jesus had really died, Héy/nexse
again and is living and reigning at the right hah&od
until He comes again to raise His people from thadd
and make all thing new.

[Easter is good news because God exercised Hismahensible power and therefore Jesus is
alive. That brings us to one more lesson abougjtioel news of Easter. The good news of
Easter was promised by God long before it happahedgood news because of the power of
God, and finally we see that...]

Point #3 — The good news of Easter is for all theations. (Verses 5-6)
What is announced in the gospel is the means bghwteople from every tribe, tongue,
and nation are invited to come to God to the gtdryesus’ Name.

Look with me at what is said in the first partvefse 5.
Because Jesus is truly human and stood in our plagéecause He is truly God as is
clearly shown in His resurrection from the deadptigh Him, Paul writes “we have
received grace and apostleship.”
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| believe the ‘we’ here refers to all the apospessonally set apart by the risen
Lord Jesus.
He says through Christ they have received “grace”.
How many of you are thankful for the grace of Gloid morning?
The way the New Testament is written shows usttiet
apostles were men keenly aware of their need akegra

Think of it, how tempting would it have been taevitihe gospels in a way that painted

themselves in a better light.
Why doesn’t Peter have Mark edit out his denialegus?
Why not make some of their questions to Jesus saunidmore intelligent?

Why not skip over the part where Paul was happly@maistians were dying
and going around putting them in jail?
Because they wanted to tell the truth and in sagloall attention to
the fact that being right with God is somethingome deserves, it is a
gift God gives to people who trust Jesus becauséat He did for
His people on that first Easter.
Paul and the others did not become apostles betaese
deserved it, they became apostles because God's game to

them through Christ.
We are told why God does this in thecond half of

verse 5.

It is possible that what is intended here by theapé “obedience of faith” is simply belief in
the gospel message.
It is also possible that he means the turning opfeaway from doing things God
disapproves of and towards what the LORD saygid.ri
If we look ahead to the rest of the book of Romtamgrobably has both things in
mind here because faith in Christ creates a désin@hat is right in the eyes of
God.
So the announcement of the gospel, concerning @oda8d His
resurrection from the dead (in other words the goaas of Easter), is for
the purpose of turning people to the LORD.
This it says is, “for the sake of his name [thahis name of Jesus]
among all the nations.
Every country and people group on the face of taehEought
to know that Jesus has risen from the dead.

He says inverse 6 that the believers in Rome are included in thialgd bringing about the

“obedience of faith.”
That verse also extends to us this morning.
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The fact that we are sitting in this place half veagund the world from where the
first Easter happened is a testimony to the gr&a&od at work in the world
declaring the power of Jesus’ resurrection.
Jesus conquered the grave brothers and sisters sedted upon His throne
which is over all other kingdoms and therefore gvetion ought to know
that Jesus is alive and that He reigns.
That is the good news of Easter. Promised longrbet happened,
brought about by the power of God, and for all peop hear that “He
Is Risen.”



