The Church
Titus 1:1-4

It started a few years ago when one of my childvas having a birthday party and wanted to do
axe throwing.
We crunched the numbers and it was pretty obvibatthe best way to make that happen
was to build and axe throwing target and get sdm@aing axes from amazon.
| looked up the official dimensions from the WordeAThrowing League, made a
material list, pieced together what | could fromagcwood and went to the hardware
store to get the rest and after a few hours of wlhad a target.
| am happy to report that everyone still has tkans intact and everyone in the
family can throw an axe and hit the target.
Next came the archery target.
| had made a flimsy make shift one for the kid’safirhow, but a
while ago we bought a second hand adult size congpbaw for
target practice which required something fairly sahtial.
Using scrap wood, somewhere between twenty any thir
cardboard boxes, and a sheet of Styrofoam | fashian
three foot square target.
Again | am happy to report that the strict safetigs
| have in place have always been followed and no
one has ever been in danger.

Around the same time we got the compound bow, Kegé@ived a pellet gun so | added a shelf to
the archery target so we could set up soup castdot at.
With axe throwing there is a bit of technique bartthe most part taking aim is a matter of
getting the feel for it.
With the bow and pellet gun there is certainly tegbhe involved but there are also
sights to help you take proper aim to hit the targe
| learned right away that the sights have to bastdd properly in order for
someone to hit the target they are aiming at.
| did some research and went through the procesfuds and
repeatedly to ensure that | could be as accurateyability will allow
and because the sights are reasonably accuratanNgtdhe target
reasonably consistently and even hit the bullseya cegular basis.
If the sights were way off, then there would btdithance of
hitting the bullseye and even hitting any parthef target would
be doubtful.

That is a good illustration to have in mind whentivek about the Christian life and the church in
general.
God has made a clear target for us to aim at @svieet and while it is true that no Christian
and therefore no church will hit the perfect butisen this side of eternity, we should be
striving to aim at the bullseye to the best of abitity.




We should want what we believe and what we do aeFarst Baptist to come as
close as we can to the pattern the LORD lays aouigan His word.

[One of the places we find in the Bible that gitles church a sense of what we are aiming at in the
book of Titus. This book is written by the apofleul to one of his pastoral disciples. Titus has
been sent to a place called Crete and Paul iswgriti him about establishing healthy churches in
that place. This morning we are looking togethehapter one verses one through foyrso |

invite you to turn there in your bibles to followoag with me. These verses form the introductory
greeting to the letter and | believe they also gigghe starting place of a healthy church. If we
have any hope of hitting the target, any hope tfrgeas close to the bullseye as we can, then we
need to start here where the apostle starts ahdstivith God. He shows us here three important
lessons about why the church exists and each oreyismuch God centered. Lesson one is

this...]

Point #1 — The church exists by the sovereign wilif God. (Verse 1)
People belonging to Jesus are gathered togethtedyORD acting in the world to bring
about faith and holiness in those He has chosen.

Like many letters in the ancient world and moghefletters that Paul writes in the New
Testament, this letter to his younger co-workescigile, and friend opens with stating who the
letter is from.
Paul's goal here, however, is to do much more #waply say, “It's me Paul”, his goal right
from the outset is to turn Titus’ attention andstowards the Lord.
He first calls himself “a servant of God.”
There are a couple of Greek words that we tranakteervant’, the one used
here is doulos which means servant in the senkein§ owned by a master.
He sees himself as a slave who has been boughharedore owned by
the LORD.
When we first hear that, a negative picture mightfin our
mind, but to understand this properly we first havenderstand
that everyone is a slave of one kind or another.

Jesus says in John 8:34, “Everyone who sins [Thatveryone who disobeys God] is a slave to
sin!”
Now how many people sin/disobey God? Everyone!dt&emny of you know Romans 3:23.
What does it say? It says, “...all have sinned atidshort of the glory of God.”
That is more than a tiny bit short, by the wayt tRanissing by a magnitude that we
can’t even wrap our minds around.
Every human being starts out in life as a slavarno
Where does being a slave to sin lead? It leadsath and destruction.
Thankfully Jesus also says, “...if the Son (meaningdeIf) set
you free, you will be free indeed.”
Belonging to God through Christ sets us free frbm t
power of sin.
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So you see slavery to God is freedom from sin.
Where does that lead? To eternal life and joy.
That is what Paul means when he calls
himself ‘a servant of God'.

He also says here that he is ‘an apostle of JesusC
An apostle is someone who is appointed with autyhtwispeak on behalf of the one who is
sending them.
Paul did not make himself an apostle! In fact, wkd called him he was working
to destroy the name of Jesus not be His messenger.
In spite of everything Paul had done God steppddsinvay, the Risen Lord
Jesus appeared to him and set him apart for gloBod.
Why does God exercise His power in Paul's life takenhim a servant
and an apostle?
He tells us in the second half of verse one arsMéry important
that we see Paul's answer is focused outside oddlimVerse 1b
starting at “for...")

The phrase “God’s elect” refers to the people wiawd been set apart by God before time began
to belong to God in Christ.
| know that is a big concept and | further knowttihés a troubling one for some people and
| hope you believe me when | say | empathize gyeeith the difficulty of wrestling with
this mystery.
We must, however, wrestle with it if we are to geeglory of what is being said here.
God sovereignly acted in the life of Paul, so tatil would be used by God’s
grace to bring people to faith in Jesus whom Gatireaolved to save in all
eternity past, so that they would learn and undadsthe truth, and have that
truth applied to their lives resulting in holy Ing.
Paul is who He is because God acted and is actiiisi life and
everything good that the apostle accomplishes tmt'$people is
because of that.

[Think of it like the Sun. The energy that the Sjives to the earth is one of the things that makes
life possible on this planet. If the LORD had nepet the Sun in its proper place at the sizeithat
IS, at the right energy output, and put the eartheexact right distance from it, then nothingldo
live on the earth. On top of the necessity ofSha in the past it is also necessary every dake Ta
the Sun away and everything is gone.]

It is the same thing with the church.
The reason why anyone is a Christian let aloneggattogether in a place for worship
Is because almighty God has exercised His powering us to Himself for the good
of His people, which serves the glory of His name.
That is the only reason the church exists, becati€®d’s work in the world.
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He chooses to work in time and space throughouyewement in all of
history to redeem a people to Himself.
Does that make everything we do meaningless? Hagept that
the church is here because of God’s will, do wéadk in our
easy chairs and do nothing?
This verse teaches us the exact opposite. laghteg us
that God is doing much of His work through people.

[The power of God is motivating the apostle to sgBod in faith rather than do nothing and it
should do the same thing for us! There is momotwsider though than God’s power at work in the
world for the sake of His people. If it were mgralquestion of power and ability it would be a
shaky proposition. Power and ability do not autticadly result in action and so what the apostle
says next in verses 2-3 is also important for Usetar. In addition to the church existimgthe
sovereign will of Gogdwe also see here that...]

Point #2 — The church exists according to the chacter and nature of God. (Verse 2-3)
The promises of the gospel of Christ are made by @Who always tells the truth and One
Who never changes throughout all eternity; theeeftirey can be fully trusted.

So far Paul has talked about the faith of God’'spdeptheir knowledge of the truth, and how that
corresponds to with a godly life.
Now he explains why that holds any kind of mearforgus. {Verse 2astop ateternal life’)
The message of the gospel is much more profoundlieout a temporary existence
as a slightly nicer person or live a slightly betife.
If all there is to our lives is a few decades upgmnearth and then nothingness
afterwards then none of this matters in the sligfhte
Belief, unbelief, good, bad, or otherwise it jdsesn’'t matter at all.
The message of the gospel is that there is someorik trading
all this world has to offer for.
The message of the gospel is believe upon Jesug Nmam
born again and live forever in the light of His gilan
maximum joy.
That is what we call ‘eternal life’ and that is thepe
we are called to live in.

Why can we have the ‘*hope of eternal lifeVer(se 2).
This tells us something important about the charaaf God.
It says that He “never lies”!
That means He can never promise something unless 1% certain He can
follow through.
That means that what He says can be absoluteliettu

So when He says that faith in the death of Jesasmashat our
sins are forgiven that is true.




When He says that the power of Jesus’ resurrebtsn
conguered death for those who are trusting in Hiat is
an unchangeable fact.
No one holds any power over the LORD to get Him
to bend the truth, He does not sugar coat reality t
make people feel better about a bad situation, He
cannot be persuaded by temptation, and He is able t
do all that He pleases.
Because that is true we ought to have a certain
hope of eternal life in Christ.

Besides telling us something about God'’s charasteare also told something here of God’s
nature.
It is certainly wonderful that God’s promises amgays true because God is always truthful,
but the apostle adds to the marvel of all of tlyigddling us when the LORD made this
promise of eternal life for His people.
The ESV translates it as “before the ages began.”
Another way that could be translated is “befareeteverlasting.”
The idea is that the LORD made this promise irt@inity past which
means that this promise has always been in the afitbd.
That means that God resolved within Himself inleesrnity past
to redeem a people to Himself.

Jesus had to come into the world, live a perféet tie, rise again, and ascend into heaven.
Not because God was obligated to save us accolwbat is just and fair, but because He
bound Himself to display His incomprehensible IémeHis people to the glory of His Name
forever.
To say that is astounding is an understatemersytohe least.
Verse 3is the working out of the promise.
Jesus appeared to Paul for the purpose of fufjillive promise He made
in all eternity past and because God’s promisesraeeHe has acted and
IS acting according to His perfect timing to bridgout all that He
pleases.
The church exists because God is eternally triithfu

[l am amazed at the idea of eternity. It is beybathan ability to comprehend but at the same time
the human mind cannot escape it whether we reialirenot. All we have to do to realize that is
ask a simple question. The question is, “What chefere?” We are hardwired to think in terms

of cause and effect and we are hardwired to thiak&very cause has a cause. Itis also true that
we come to the end of ourselves pretty quickly wiverask, ‘what came before?’ we either come
to the answer of an incomprehensible eternal Gageosay | don’t know, but either way we have

to keep going back into eternity.]
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Why do we do that? The Bible’s answer is that Gasl “set eternity in the hearts of men”
(Ecclesiastes 3:11) and He has done that becaaisis tHis nature.
The hope of the gospel is rooted in the certaifi@@d’s consistency which stretches
throughout all eternity.
That is amazing! The only question we have to angsv‘Do we trust in what
God says because of Who He is?”
If we fail to trust His promises, His promises atél true we just miss
out on them.
On the other hand if we trust and delight in thpénhof eternal life
through faith in Jesus we will certainly inherib#cause the
LORD cannot go back on what He said before timeaheg

[Apart from that the church would not and could exist. We would never come to love the
LORD unless He worked in our lives and He wouldéhaw reason to work in our lives if He did
not bind Himself by His eternal promises. Thahbs us to one more lesson from this text. Now
that we have some sense that the church existselyyower and promise of God, we also need to
see why He chooses to exercise His power and whydsawilling to make this promise in all
eternity past. We see the answer in who thisrletstaddressed to, Paul's younger pastoral disciple
named Titus. From what he says to Titus in vevse We learn that...]

Point #3 — The church endures by the grace of GodVerse 4)
Everyone who really appreciates who God is and wa@re as human beings will never
think of themselves or anyone else as worthy ofjiftie of God in Christ, but rather rest and
rejoice in the mercies of the LORD.

The beginning of verse 4 tells us about the retep Paul has with Titus/érse 4a stop at
“faith”).
Some people think that Paul referring to Titus akildl in the faith means that Titus came to
faith through Paul’'s ministry.
That may be, but the phrase is not always usduhinsense and here it probably has
more to do with discipleship than it does with cersion.
Titus is one of Paul's pastoral trainees, likelyj@an many years younger than
the apostle, someone who has worked alongside faukone who has shown
some desire to serve the LORD and the church, soenebo Paul has taught
and trained to do true gospel ministry in the world
Paul knows that the work of the gospel is bigganthim. He cannot be
in all places at once and he is not going to lm@¥er and so he
understands the need to invest in godly young meio the work of
ministry in his absence and after he dies.
So he is clearly looking ahead to the future andfi®ing so with
much more than a teacher student type of minchedias a deep
affection for Titus, he cares for him like a son.
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What does he want from God for this younger mint¢he gospel whom he loves like a child?
Listen! Verse 4).
If you have read through the New Testament a fevegiyou will likely recognize the phrase
“grace and peace” as a common greeting in a nuofletters.
| did a search for the phrase and found it is s&s@nteen times and thirteen of those
times it is used by the apostle Paul.
What | find fascinating about the phrase is thargtime | could find it the
word order is always the same.
Word order in Greek is often significant in ternighee importance or
emphasis an author is placing on the word.
The fact that grace always comes first, | thinkstek something
about its place in the theology and life of therchu
The fact that it always precedes ‘peace’ | thirlls tes that
peace is impossible without it.

So what is grace? It seems to me the best phnaseléfines grace is ‘unmerited favour” or “an

undeserved qift.”
This may be one of the biggest stumbling blockgppebave with understanding the

message of salvation.
People want to think they are worth saving, pea@at to think that God in eternity
past looked down the corridors of time and saw $bimg good, some kind of desire
to seek him out, and so He decides on His plaalgdtion because He could see that
we deserve it even if just a little bit.
It is certainly true that the LORD has made an@gzireatures in humanity.
We are the only beings said to be made in the im&god.
The Bible does say that we are “fearfully and waohdly made.”
(Psalm 139)
But it also says we have willfully rejected the dpthat
none of us seeks Him and that we all go hard aftér
(Romans 3).

The fact that we are stamped in the image of Gaghifias the weight of our sin rather than

alleviates it.
So when the Lord looks down the corridor of timanfrall eternity past He does not see
people who are worth saving, He sees people who gieee.
When we understand that, then we can begin to stadef what it means to have
peace.
We have peace with God because the Father seSbthato the world to die
in our place to pay a debt we could never pay aod &fers that incredible
gift even though we deserve the complete oppogiietwis His judgment and
wrath.
That will never change. There will never come gy waen we need the

grace of God less in our lives.
That is why the church endures.




[Remember the parable Jesus told about a mastehindeosome workers for the day. He hires the
first guys and agreed to pay them a denarius (& deages), he hires another group at the third
hour, the sixth hour, the ninth hour, and some tlearery end of the day at the eleventh hour.
When the day is done the master pays those hiséd ldenarius and when the guys hired first saw
it they thought they were going to get more, buewkheir turn came they too received a denarius.
Anybody remember how they reacted? They were ynhbpcause they thought they deserved
more. What were they missing? They were missiegieed of grace. Whether you come to the
master early on or later in the day you need gface.

What happens with those workers can easily hafipaa can't it?
We can walk with the Lord, grow in faith, grow inderstanding, grow in godliness,
and begin to think that somehow we are earningn@ayrto heaven.
Nothing could be further from the truth brothensl sisters.
If you have been a believer for ninety secondsimety years you never
need the grace of God less.
God brought us here this morning by His grace.
He gives us life and breath because of His grace.
This church has endured for 170 years by God'’s
grace and it is only by God’s grace that we willetne
again next week.

If we are going to aim at being a healthy churchneed to have our attention fixed on the LORD.
To be a healthy church our theology needs to bedmGod.
We need to see that the church exists becaused$ Gavereign will, the church
exists according to His character and nature, laatitonly endures by His grace.

Praise the LORD for there is none like Him and biseahat is true we can be
saved.




