The Need of Godly Men in the Church
Part 1 - Titus 1:5-8

What can make a person sick or unhealthy?
If you are like me you probably think about thaegtion the most when you are sick.
All kinds of things can make us sick.
Viruses can do that. Anybody catch a cold anldst six months?
Runny noses, headaches, and sore throats &wme.no
Bacteria, bad food, mold, stress, pollution, andgiynather things
can make us feel under the weather.
When you stop and think about it there are so ntlaimgs
in the world that can make us sick it is amazirag #my of
us enjoy good health for sustained periods of time.
That is especially true when we consider that our
health is also affected significantly if we arekKiag
certain things as well.

If we fail to take in enough food and water we wilickly become malnourished and dehydrated.
We can become sick if we don’t get enough sleep.
According to the National Heart, Lung, and bloostitute sleep deficiency is linked
to many chronic health problems, including heasedse, kidney disease, high blood
pressure, diabetes, stroke, obesity, and depression
None of that sounds very good and it happens bedawsan bodies are
designed to need things and when we don'’t gethings our bodies need we
become unhealthy to one degree or another.
Just like the human body needs a number of thmge thealthy, so does
the spiritual body of the Church.
That is what the book of Titus is about. The AfoBaul is
writing to his disciple, co-worker, and friend whe had left on
an island to minister among the churches there.

He is writing Titus, intending this letter to bearepublically in all the churches, to establish the
framework for healthy churches.
Very importantly, the letter begins with callingtd$’ attention (and ours) to God. It is the
LORD Who establishes and sustains the church;ftbreraf a church is to be healthy in a
biblical sense then it needs to conform to Godsgie
That is important for us to have in the front of minds because it is very easy to fall
into the trap of changing God’s design for the safkeonforming to the culture
around us.
Over the years | have heard several times peoplthsays like, “We can’t do
that anymore because the world has changed areldiow’'t change with it
then the church will cease to exist.”
The reason people think like that is because tresiinning point for
religion is humanity and that is a recipe for dagtng the church.




God does not call His people to conform to the darlfact in
Romans 12:2 He specifically sayi3d not be conformed to this
world.”
Knowing and believing that God is the One Who =iétd
sustains the church frees us to strive to do wiees&ys and
in so doing establish spiritually healthy churches.

[Having called Titus’ attention to God Paul proceéal give instructions about church leaders. He
begins with the office of elder. In the bible teems elder, pastor, and overseer (which some
translations call bishop) are interchangeable teriee position of elder is one of spiritual
leadership and authority, the elders are thosearboesponsible for the spiritual well-being of the
church, maintaining sound doctrine, and the autibre teaching and preaching in the gathered
congregation. The apostle makes it clear heratus TL:5-16 that having qualified elders is
essential to having a healthy church. There aleaat six important lessons for us in these verses
and | have decided to preach this sermon in twtspdarhis morning we are looking &rses 5-8
which give ughe first three lessons about the role of eldethénchurch. Lesson one is this...]

Point #1 — Healthy churches need godly men as eldel(Verse 5)
God has given to believing men the responsibilitgpritual leadership in the church and
we will see He has set the standard very hightfosé who would enter into such a position;
therefore, it is the responsibility of every Chastman to pursue holiness with passion.

| know the idea of the position of elder/pastomigeiestricted to qualified men runs counter to the
culture in which we live and so | know that somepbe, perhaps a number of people, have a hard
time accepting this.
| further know that men have often fallen shorteadership throughout the centuries of
church history.
On top of that there are many examples of men ayssitions of authority and that
has caused a great deal of harm to women and ehildrthe church.
So | appreciate why some might hear God'’s instoastion these things and
hear it as a means to keep women down.
If that is you this morning | would humbly ask ytmmake every effort
to give this a fair hearing and to try your bessée the goodness of
God'’s design free from the failings of sinful men.
With that in mind let’s begin togetherwerse 5

Crete is an island in the Mediterranean Sea thatimsost due south of Greece.
The only other time the island is mentioned inBilde is when Paul is on a ship headed to
Rome to make his appeal before the emperor and do&en’t say anything about Paul
going ashore and ministering to the people.
So we have very few details concerning Paul’s rtiypign the island.
Whenever the ministry had happened it would seamithvas both brief and
fruitful.
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It must have been brief because Paul says heréeHatft Titus to ‘put
what remained into order’.
The sense of the original language here is that¢ tvere things
lacking in the churches on the island. Esserttialgs that are
necessary to the life of the church but that Palihdt have time
to personally establish.

One of those things, likely the most importantdiecause it is specifically mentioned here, is the
appointing of elders.
Notice it says, that Titus is to appoint elder&wery town’ which means there has been
more than one church established on the islandhwhigans people had believed the
message of the gospel in multiple places.
While Paul’'s ministry was fruitful in producing ceerts he knows full well that
healthy churches need more than new converts nbeg to have people to take on
the responsibility of spiritual leadership in theuoch.
That takes some time to develop and that is edpetize when all the church
members are relatively new believers.
That is why Titus has to stay behind to continweptocess of
discipleship and to see who would be well suitelb&al in the church.
It is also important to notice here that he saysppoint elders’
plural rather than singular.
The bible says there is wisdom in a multitude afreselors
and so it is with elders in a church.
When multiple godly men work together and agree
together it is good for the health of the church.
If the church has no godly men to serve as
elders its health will be poor.

[How many of you have ever heard of something dadleurvy? It is a sickness that was fairly
common among sailors in centuries past becauseatbeld have to go long periods of time
without fruit or vegetables. Scurvy happens whearyody is running very low on vitamin C.

It can cause anemia, exhaustion, spontaneous bgdainb pain, swelling, and sometimes
ulceration of the gums and loss of teeth. Noniatf sounds very nice and it all happens because
there is the lack of an important vitamin.]

That, | think, is the apostle’s concern for thekarches.
They are like boats that are starting out on a jongney and if they don’t get what
they need the people are going to end up in ayraahealthy place.
| believe this is extremely relevant for our owayd
Our culture in many ways has devalued the role @i in our society
which in turn encourages immaturity and irrespailigitand at least
some of that has worked its way into the life & thurch.
It is impossible to have a healthy church if memamwilling to
strive for maturing in their faith and holiness.



It is impossible to have a healthy church if mem ar
unwilling to take on their god given responsibdgi

[One of those responsibilities is eldership. Soneemight be thinking, “Wait a minute there is
nothing in verse five about the office of elderrgethe responsibility of men in the church so why
are you saying that pastor?” Well as we get ihtogualifications it seems pretty clear Paul is
saying this is the responsibility of men and if ek at other passages in Scripture like
1Corinthians 14 and 1Timothy 2-3 it becomes harskmit any other way without disregarding
what God has said in His Word. My sincerest hgghat we would have eyes to see the goodness
of God'’s designs. He does not intend these thimgsep women down, but like all He designs He
intends this for the good of all. That is veryazlas Paul gives to Titus the qualifications fanbe
appointed an elder in the church. In verses 6-8awcthis qualification...]

Point #2 — Godly elders lead godly homes. (Versésra)
Christian leaders, particularly elders, are to dtmesestent in every area of life and should be
happy to have that examined by the people of God.

Verse six begins with the wordHl,anyone is above reproach...”
That means being able to have your life put undeoeough examination and have no
reason found that would disqualify you from servaggan elder.
The first place of examination is in the home.
Look with me at what it says. It says the indivatimust béthe husband of
one wife.”
There are several opinions on how to take thisgghra
Some take it to exclude single men from servingldsrs. That is
probably unlikely given that Paul himself was senghd actually
celebrates people who are single and wholly deviatéie
service of the gospel.
Some take it to exclude anyone who has been digdore
any reason.
It definitely excludes men with more than one wife
or men who kept concubines which happened more
frequently in the ancient world than it does today.

Likely, the best way to take the phrase is as @nession of sincere faithfulness to the covenant of
marriage being between one man and one woman texitiasion of all others.
Because this is likely a general phrase, | hawiwede that Paul is probably not intending
this to cover every imaginable scenario for divaaioe remarriage.
For example, if a man is divorced before he eveires a believer, but following
his conversion is an exceptionally godly husbamdaftong period of time is he
gualified to be an elder?
This phrase may leave open a possibility like that,we need to be clear here
that the apostle is not looking for exceptions.




We must be deeply concerned about our society’sredgible view of
marriage making its way into the church. If wetrdivorce and
remarriage as no big deal for the sake of fillimgipons of leadership
we are in big trouble as a church. We should edbbking for reasons
to explain away the high standard put down forergh
Ephesians 5 says that marriage is a picture olsCanid the
church, so it stands to reason that an elder'sftditess to God’s
design for marriage is critically important to tlife of the church.
If you are not faithful to your wife, you will ndte faithful
to the bride of Christ.
Next, he speaks of children in the hom¥er&e 6)

Again this phrase has generated all kinds of opisiamong commentators.
Does this mean an elder’s children must be prafgdselievers? Does it apply to adult
children or only to children living under the raufftheir father?
The word translated “believers” can also be traedlatfaithful, reliable, or
trustworthy.
Since saving faith is a work of the Holy Spirit dmetause it fits better with
what Paul says at the end of this verse as wélleagualifications for an elder
given in 1Timothy 3:4 I'm inclined to think that &las saying that an elder
must be a good father who is leading his childoevard godliness and good
behaviour rather than a guarantee that they posagsy faith.
In other words he is loving and leading his fanmigll.
Why would that be a requirement? He tells ugeirse 7.

A ‘steward’ is someone entrusted with the possessibanother person.
It is the job of a steward to manage and carevfat belongs to his Master.
In this case it says that the ‘overseer’/ ‘eldeiGod’s steward.
Paul is rightly seeing the church as God’s houskhnt he is seeing the
elder/pastor/overseer as someone God is entrusiihdHis people.
The reason why he looks to a man’s house is be@@$gistian man
should see himself as God’s steward in his home.
A man’s wife does not belong to him, nor do higdren.
They belong first and foremost to the LORD and @Garcks
very deeply about how they are treated, just asdtles
very much for His people in the local church.
If a man is serving God well at home there is adgoo
chance he will serve well in the church and if a
man’s home life is a disaster he has no business
leading in the church.

[Back when | was an electrician working for a faibig electrical contractor in the city of London |
happen to have a conversation with my boss abaylede liked to hire. He said to me if he saw
‘farmer’ on a resume he would hire them immediatdlgsked, “Why is that?” He said, because



farmers are usually hard workers and they are gb@during stuff out. He could see that the
gualities necessary to work on a farm transferrelll tw the construction site.]

That is the idea here.
The qualities that make a man a godly husbandaheéif are the same qualities
necessary to care for God’s people in the church.
No elder/pastor should be fearful of his wife ahddren being interviewed
about the kind of man he is.
If there are problems and failings at home no nsoirimg to live a
godly life should want to plunge himself into chinleadership.
It takes a great deal of courage to say, you knbvatwhave to
get my house in order before | can be considerée tan elder.
It is the height of foolishness for a church tosglover
concerns simply to fill a position and it will le&ol nothing
but heartache and turmoil.

[I believe one of the greatest needs in the chtadhy, if not the greatest need, is for men to love
their wives and children in a Christ like way. Mdérnyou are a husband and father God has placed
a glorious call on your life and by His grace degieg on the Holy Spirit you can answer it to the
glory of God. Many of you are striving for thatdahpraise God for you. The Lord needs to kick
some of you in the pants and | pray He will becaume family needs you and so does the church.
You might say ok, | want to answer the call whatsld look like? That is a great question and we
are given the answer in the next verse and a balfesare given a third lesson about elders in the
church. The lesson is that...]

Point #3 — Godly elders demonstrate moral excelleac (Verses 7b-8)
Every believer is called to think, feel, do, ang sdnat is right in every circumstance of life
and it should be plain to all that leaders in therch have made significant and sustained

progress in doing so.

The list we are given of moral qualities here angded into two lists.
The first list gives us what the pastor/elder/geer should not bedrse 7b)
No doubt we could think of several other sinful &abrs that would disqualify
someone from serving as an elder, but the oneslllstre are enough to give us a
sense of the moral standards that are required.
An elder should not be ‘arrogant’, the NAS tratestathis as ‘self-willed’.
The idea here is to think that you are above ctaecthat no one else
has the right to question you, or challenge youh@ity.
No pastor should ever utter the words, “who aretpoguestion
me?”
Everyone has that right and an elder should haweble.
confidence in what he believes and teaches, hddsbeu
willing to set before the church at any time his\dotions
on any matter and be open to correction from thiptsces.




He should not be ‘quick tempered'.
This is someone who is easily provoked and quodlet angry.
This is more than an occasional losing of one’d Galthough that is certainly not
good) this is consistent pattern of behaviour.
That is a form of intimidation, it is a way to taynd control people through fear
and it not the way of a godly man.
Not a ‘drunkard’. This, | believe, applies to anynd or mood altering
substance. A godly man does not surrender hisealfol to drugs or
alcohol.

Not ‘violent’. A godly man uses his strength totpct people not hurt them.
Of course there may be occasion when protectinglpeneans having to physically restrain
or even physically harm someone intent on harmimgeone else, but the intention there is
saving people not harming them.
Not ‘greedy for gain’. Being motivated by moneypsca man of his integrity. Jesus
teaches us that a man cannot have two mastersgoutiyaman will consistently seek
first the kingdom of heaven.

In verse 8he gives us another list of what the pastor/ekteuld be. Again not exhaustive but
enough to let us know what we should be strivimgtds.
‘Hospitable’ someone who welcomes and cares fopleewherever possible.
‘A lover of good’. This is someone who sees andysithe goodness of God’s ways.
He pursues righteousness because he wants to bistlofe for the LORD
rather than fear of punishment or an attempt &fjsstification.
‘Self-controlled’. A man who can govern the desioé his sinful flesh
and not easily give into whatever temptation patisegigh his heart or
mind.
‘Upright’. A man of integrity. Someone who tetlee truth and
does what is right even when it is costly and hard.
‘Holy’. A man who understands he belongs to Goddith
in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.
A man who sees himself as being set apart for the
glory of God.
‘Disciplined’. A man who works at pursuing
God in a determined way.

Hopefully, most of us are saying, “Hold on a minwteen't all Christians supposed to be not doing
the things forbidden here and doing the things canaed?”
Yes we are! Paul’s point here is not to say timdy elders have to be striving for these
things, he is saying that elders have to demomstinair lives are actually characterized by
these things.
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[Imagine for a moment that you are selecting a temmn a relay race of five legs at 10km each.
If you want to do well in that race are you goingpick a team of people who have watched a
bunch of 10k races on youtube or a team of people vave actually run and bunch of 10k races.
Of course you are going to pick the runners bectheseare the ones who are going to get you to
the finish line.]

That is what this text is driving at as it conceatders in the church.
How can a man lead other believers to a placarhsdif has never been?
If we preach a life changing gospel and the preaisheot changed by it then
how can he help others?

You say, “Wow the bar is pretty high!”
Yes it is and we will see next week there is moredme and every man in this room who
loves Jesus should be aiming for it!
Too many of us will look at this text and say, tiutd never do that so I'm not even
going to try!”
Don't think like that! That is how godless andlfdess men think.
The Christian man sets his heart on things abosdrasts the LORD
with the outcomes.

It is true not every man will be an elder/pastogmseer, but if every Christian man was striving to
meet the qualifications our homes and our churchld/be far better off.
Imagine what it would be like if every man who ot&d to love Jesus pursued these
gualities with passion!
| ask you, does that sound like a group of men@ieep women and children under
their thumb?
Not at all. Instead it sounds like men who wowg dlown their lives in the
service and protection of everyone under their tatbe glory of God.
Listen brothers, this is possible! Each and ewewy of you by the grace
of God can grow in all these things and if we doworld will see and
know more of the glory of King Jesus.
There is a great need in the church of every ageoars is no
exception. In fact, | think a case could be méude e have as
great a need in our own time as in any other irtbtry of the
church.
The need is for godly men. If we have godly meerlders
the church will be healthy because it will mean raem
leading godly homes where wives and children aredp
served, protected and provided for. It will melattmen
are striving for moral excellence which benefitemone.
| long for the day when there is an abundance of me
qualified to be elders, what a great day that lnell




