Walking In the Law of the LORD
Psalm 119:1-8

| can hardly believe that we have come to the drDd4.
| can hardly believe that we are one quarter efwy through the twenty first century.
It seems like just yesterday everyone was on tige efltheir seats about the Y2K
problem.
Remember that?
Computers back in those days kept track of the gganly using the
last two digits of the year.
So when the date rolled from 1999 to 2000 all ofth
computers would have a date of 1900.
Some people predicted total catastrophe.
There were fears of losing the power grid, of
planes falling out of the sky, banking collapse] an
alike.

Some countries spent tonnes of cash to prepare#gds spent very little.
Whether all the money was worth it is still a matiedebate but we do know that when
we entered into a new millennium twenty five yeage there was no big disaster and
everything kept on going as it had the day before.
As | was thinking about the calendar turning totheoNew Year, | got to thinking
about how that often happens in life.
How anticipating a big event or going through sdrreg major gets us to
reflect on our lives.
How often does something happen in life where wektto ourselves,
“Things are going to be different now!”
How often though, do those things turn out aila ly2K?
Where we think this big thing is going to happeu, ib
turns out not much happens at all?

The longer I live the more | am convinced thatikf@ot primarily determined by the big things
or the perceived big things that happen to us.
Of course those things matter, but | want to suig@egou this morning that our lives are
impacted far more by the things of everyday lifartioy the things we consider to be big
events.
| believe that one of the most important everydagisions we can make is to be in
God’s word on a regular basis.
| have made it my habit in the season of the NewarYe turn our attention
towards the word of God to consider the importawfade Scriptures to
everyday life.
That is what we are going to do this morning aegt Sunday as well.
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[To do that we are going to look at Psalm 119.sT&ithe longest chapter in the Bible, it is
almost in the exact middle of the Bible, and idlisabout the word of God. The psalmis a
massive acrostic and a work of alliteration. Eigértses are dedicated to each of the letters in
the Hebrew alphabet and the first word in eachevgrshose groups of eight begins with the
same letter. It is an amazing work of wisdom aaetfy dedicated to the importance and glory
of the Scriptures. This week we are looking atfits eight verses and next week we will look
at verses 9-16. In these first eight verses tamrat least five lessons about the word of God
that should motivate us to have the scriptures p@of our everyday life. In the opening
verses we see the positive impact obeying the Biblstructions has on a person’s life, we see
that...]

Point #1 — God's laws benefit people. (Verses 1-3)
The LORD commands all that He does for the godouofanity and when we obey Him

we experience that reality.

The psalmist begins by writing about other peopld he does it with great confidence.
Look with me at what he saysrses 1.
Let’s consider the word ‘blessed’ for a moment.
Likely the best way to understand that word in fhgalm is to think of
contentment/joy/happiness.
This is talking about a feeling of satisfaction.
A feeling that life is good and you wouldn’t wahto be any
other way.
Who doesn’t want that? Who actually has it?
‘Those whose way is blameless, who walk in the
law of the LORD’

When he talks about a person’s ‘way’ and ‘walk’isi¢alking about the way they live their
everyday life.
The way they conduct themselves from day to day keeping with what God says.
To that he adds this wrerses 2-3.
People who ‘keep his testimonies’ are ‘blessed’.
The word keep there is an ongoing action and ndiieeonnection he
makes between the keeping of God’s word and theg.hea
These ‘blessed’ people see that keeping God’'ssaabout
something far more than keeping rules it is aboatkng the
LORD.
That is important for two reasons.
One, knowing God is the only way to be truly
happy, and two, loving God is the only thing that
can keep a person motivated to obey God.
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[Think of Joash King of Judah. He became king whenvas just seven years old on account
of the courage of a priest named Jehoiada. Asdsnighoiada was alive and guiding him,
Joash did what was right. When Jehoiada died Jpaiskly drifted into disobedience and
idolatry. He obeyed for the sake of someone @teer than seeking the LORD with his own
heart and so he abandons walking in God’s waysaady/thing turned into a train wreck.]

The interesting thing about Joash is that whilédtened to Jehoiada and was doing
many things that were ‘right in the eyes of the I Roth he and his people benefitted.
Why? Because God’s ways are good for people.
Just think about the effect of people obeying m@amdments 5-10.
What if people honoured their parents? What iféhveas no murder,
adultery, stealing, lying, or wanting other peoglstuff?
| think we can all agree things would be way bettbrch
shows us that God’s laws are good for people.

[Here is the thing. People will not keep commandia®-10 in any kind of meaningful way if
they could care less about commands 1-4. Worghgppiher things, making false gods,
treating God'’s glory with contempt, and making moet for worship is likely to harden a
person’s heart hard towards other things the LOB®th say. That is truly sad because God
commands all that He does for our highest goodd &oot keeping us from something good
with His laws (the devil wants you to believe tt@ayour destruction), God is giving us
goodness and blessing by commanding all that He.dbkat is why the psalmist writes what
he does in verse 4. This is a critical verse ®as®&l understand. You see there is something
more to see than God giving good commands, wergded to see that...]

Point #2 — God must command obedience. (Verses 4)
There is more to the LORD’s instructions than hdlpfvice, there is absolute necessity
in following His ways.

There is a change in verse 4 from the third petsdine second person.
He goes from talking about people who are blesgasdiking in God’s ways to talking
to the LORD directly.
Look with me at what it says werse 4.
It is important to see when God gives this comanan
It happens in the past but the original languagansenore than the
past it is also something that is ongoing in thespnt.
That makes sense given what the prophet Isaiahadmyg
God’s word. He says,..the word of our God will stand
forever.” (Isa. 40:8 ESV)
God’s command to keep His word is for all time amd
eternity.
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It is also important to see how the Lord commanisptecepts (rules that govern how we live)
to be kept.
It says, He commands them to be kept ‘diligerttigt suggests fullness and constancy.
They are to be obeyed in every detail all theetim
If you are thinking, “That’s impossible!” You atkinking rightly. Only
Jesus has lived up to the commandeafse 4which is why we need Him as
our Saviour if we are to have any hope in life dedth.
We need to see that we fall short here and neer Jest we also
need to ask, why has God commanded that we keeqlds
completely and all the time?
To answer that question it is helpful to ask heotjuestion.
Does God give commands because they are good sr doe
God giving the commands make them good?

Some religions conceive of a god or gods that bnregality into being by what they command
and that if they wanted to they could command fiposite and then the opposite would then be
good.
The real and living God of the universe is diffe@ren
When the LORD gives a command He is not bringingaiity into existence, He
Is revealing the morality of His own nature whickslexisted for all eternity.
The reason why God'’s word stands forever, as Issagh, is because God
remains the same forever.
God reveals Who He is, Who He has always beenakvadys will be
in the laws that He gives.
If then He fails to command obedience to His précéfe
denies His own goodness which is impossible for Kirdo.

[If you have ever wondered why God put a tree em@arden of Eden and commanded Adam
and Eve not to eat of it, it is because God’s psega creation is to make His glory known.
One aspect to His glory is His perfect justice pustice requires a law that must be obeyed.
God must always be all that He is in all His inengreatness and so He must command
obedience. That brings the psalmist to turn lenébn to himself. The desire that he
expresses in verses five and six show us that...]

Point #3 — Consistency is essential to enjoying tlidessing of obedience. (Verses 5-6)
Since God's laws are objectively good, the moreg e followed the more their
goodness is experienced.

Verse 5 gives us some insight into the psalmist’s desirdniimself.
It sounds like he has a deep desire here.
As he thinks about his life, what he really wastso be ‘steadfast’ in living his life
according to God’s moral direction.
To be ‘steadfast’ is to be firmly establishediged in place.




This is similar to the image Jesus gives at thedadrtide Sermon on
the Mount.
He says the one who listens to His teaching and do like a
man who builds His house on the rock. The rails féhe flood
comes, and the wind blows but the house does hot fa
In the same way, the psalmist desires that no mattat
happens the way of his life will be fixed to God’s
instructions.
Day in and day out, in every circumstance great
and small he wants to keep the law of the LORD.
This will be the result of doing thafVerse
6)

Some commentators think the way to understand dhe ‘shame’ here is to see it as utter ruin
or being abandoned by God.
So his confidence in the outcome of obediencelis\rg that almighty God is faithful
to His word.
That God will vindicate those who obey what Hessay
In other words the LORD will prove His ways trugydu stick with Him.
Consistency is the key here.
This is not true for someone who is all over theecplwhen it
comes to listening to the LORD.

[Let’s just take telling the truth for example. tisesay there is a child that consistently tells hi
mom the truth and it just so happens ten Christoagkies go missing and he says, “It wasn't
me!” Odds are his mom will believe him and moveaoithe next suspect. On the other hand if
it turns out that the boy did in fact eat the Cimnegs cookies and is caught in the lie, how likely
is it that he will be believed the next time sonmeghsimilar happens? There is going to be
doubts right. When he breaks his consistent obedi@e hurts his ability to enjoy the blessing
of his obedience.]

That is the unavoidable cause and effect of olgegrdisobeying God’s instructions.
The more we obey the more we get to enjoy thedfuhat obedience.
Every time we disobey it robs us of the joy bédience.
Listen, more often than not it is hard to deatvdod says.
There is temptation, there is our own evil desiaesl there is
often a cost in the short term.
While it may be harder in the short term it is ajwa
better in the long term.

[l have yet to hear anyone come into my office sag “l really wish | had listened less to
God.” No one ever says, “You know the real probieth my marriage and family is that we
are all obeying God too much!” Believe me it isweuch the opposite. What is so amazing
to me is how gracious God is to us in this procdsanything is clear in this passage it is our
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need for grace because none of us obeys all ofSGad’s, not even close. Even though that is
the case God is incredibly passionate about Hisl\eod even our meagre obedience results in
good things. We get a glimpse of that in versesevhere we learn that...]

Point #4 — Worship is the fruit of obedience. (Vese 7)
When we trust the LORD and order our lives accaydanHis Word and therefore
experience His goodness we will praise Him.

Having expressed his desire for consistent obedigngerses 5-6 he looks to the future in
verse /.
The word praise here is a praise of thanksgiving.
He is going to worship the LORD in thankfulnesghva heart of integrity.
What he will say with the words that will come aidithis mouth will be
consistent with how he is feeling in his inner miosing.
That is going to happen, he says, ‘when [he] lefBasl’s] righteous
rules.”

| think it is safe to say that he means more bywbel ‘learn’ than simply committing these
rules to memory.
This kind of learning is the kind of learning thtppens with training.

[l googled earlier this week, “How many people wetd the 2024 Olympics?” The estimate of
one website was 5 billion people. The number blies that participated in the Olympics was
a little over 10000. It is one thing to watch thlmpics from your coach and say, “I can’t
believe how weak, or slow, or small some of thabétes are!” It is another thing to be there
running the race or lifting the weights. The slsi®lympian is way faster than the fastest
coach potato. Why? Because they have done mangubkt learn their sport in their head, they
have trained to get to the Olympics.]

Spiritually speaking that is what the psalmist imasind here regarding God’s
‘righteous rules.’
He has done more than read about them in the.Bible
Of course that is super important. It is impossitiol live the word of
God without knowing the word of God.
But the kind of praise/thanksgiving talked aboutehs the kind
that comes from practically experiencing the gosdred God’s
law.
Again, it is so important to keep grace in mindehe

The longing in verse 5 for his ways to be steadfagties that they have not been steadfast in
the past.
The ‘learning’ of God'’s ‘righteous rules’ are fuguoriented in verse 7 meaning he still
has lots to learn.




God'’s standard is without a doubt perfection and bte offered no grace to
anyone we would all be lost and there would belesding, joy, or worship.
When we experience anything good from listeninGtal we should never
think, “Thanks God for doing what | deserve becdysst nailed it today!”
Instead we should say, “God thank you that yoursa@yso
incredibly good that they work even though my efa@re so poor.
God thank you for showing me so much kindnessybatgive
me opportunity after opportunity to seek your face
experience your goodness.”

[Something | have said to the LORD a number of §mmerecent days is, “Lord thank you that
your Word is so awesome even though I'm not!” Whentaste and see that the LORD is good
how can we do anything else but thank Him? Seglitgousness doesn’t make any sense when
we consider God’s law. Grace is the only thing thakes loving God’s word possible. That, |
believe, is the right way to see verse eight anckisee it that way we will see that...]

Point #5 — God is faithful to those who love His wd. (Verse 8)
Our greatest hope in loving what the LORD say$ljstrelentless commitment to
Himself.

This last sentence of this opening section of pddlghbegins with a word that is not translated
in English because English does not have an eqnval
Of course it works with the author’s desire totséach of the first eight verses with a
word that begins with the Hebrew letter aleph,ibatso serves to put an exclamation
point on this opening stanza.
The function of the word in the sentence is to nthleaword it is connected to be
the direct object of the verb in the sentence.
In this case it also helps to move that word tolibginning of the sentence
for emphasis.
The first half of verse eight says “I will keep yatatutes” because
that sounds better in English, but in Hebrew ‘Ystatutes’ comes
first because that is the focus here.
He deeply wants to be the one described in vérses
He wants to be truly blessed and the only wayithat
really possible is by walking with his whole hearthe
law of the LORD.

That is his desire, but he also knows he is somigoneed Yerse 8).
If he were confident in his own ability to keep Gosdtatutes it wouldn’t make sense for
him to pray like this.
Without a doubt he knows Deuteronomy 31:8 whiclsghgse amazing words to
God’s people.
It says,“It is the LORD who goes before you. He will behwybu; he will
not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or bendiged." (Deut. 31:8 ESV)




The psalmist here is praying according to that psem

He knows if it is all up to him then he is goinddd.
He knows if it all depends on him then all is lost.
He is saying God, | need you to live out a loveyfour word.
He is pleading with God to be faithful to His pmses.
That is one of the best prayers anyone can pragusecGod will
always keep that promise.

If you seek His face in His word He will “never \eayou or
forsake you.”

Someone might say, “How can | trust that?”
You can trust that by trusting in the one Who Keptlaw of the LORD perfectly, Who
took the penalty of all your failures for you byidg on a cross, who rose again and who
in heaven pleads the case of His people with Higorerced hands.
If you have the obedience of Jesus covering yaoldidience then God will never
forsake you.
Instead the Holy Spirit will work in you throughetipower of God’s word
so that your new found obedience will benefit yemthat you can actually
obey what the LORD must command, so that you wallkvin His ways

more consistently, and be moved to thanksgivingm@ate to the God who
Is always faithful.

Don’t you want that?
If you do you need to do at least two basic things.
One, read the Bible on a regular basis. Haveratplaead through the whole bible
cover to cover.
There are lots of plans available. I'm a fan & @live Tree app which
gives you many different options.
Get a plan that gets you into the whole of God’sdregularly.
Second, plead with the LORD to shape your life adiog to a
right understanding of His Word.
| believe He is happy to answer that prayer antivtiia
change your life.
Whoever you are, whatever you do, wherever you
live, you can be walking in the Law of the LORD
and there is nothing better than that.




