Humility
2Samuel 16:1-14

When [ think of the life of a man who is one thetmell-known people in the Bible | think
about his life being a series of ups and downs.
When he was born his life was in danger simply bsede was a boy on account of and
evil king who gave an evil order to try and keep population of his slaves from
growing.
His parents though made the choice to do whatdbeld to keep him alive.
His mother hid him for three months and when shédcno longer keep him
hidden she put him in a basket, coated that bagkeisomething to
waterproof it, and put him in the Nile River amahg reeds by the river
bank.
It was there that the daughter of the king cantespotted the basket.
The princess had a servant retrieve the basketvard she
opened it she discovered a beautiful baby boy vileodecided
to adopt as her own son.
Because she “drew him out of the water” she gane hi
the name Moses.
Born a slave and raised a prince.

Many years later he was out among the Hebrew slamdsaw an Egyptian beating one of
them.
When he thought no one was looking he intervendddkhe Egyptian, and buried the
body in the sand.
Again the next day he went out among the slavesandwo of them fighting
with each other.
When he tried to reason with them one of them s¥itho made you judge?
Are you going to kill me like you did the Egyptidn?
When Moses realized what he had done was publiz/ledge he ran
for his life to a place called Midian and becanshapherd.
After being a shepherd for a long time he met t&&kD and
God called him to go back to Egypt to command tivegkn the
name of the LORD to let the Israelites go.
From slave to prince to outcast to shepherd tohpbpf
the living God.

After some hesitation he obeys God and goes totEgyp
After withesses God do many miracles and bringiBaamt judgement against Egypt the
Israelites are freed and Moses leads them outedatid of their slavery.
As the people are camping by the Red Sea the kiagges his mind and chases
them down, but again God does an incredible miracle




He parts the waters, the Israelites walk throughdrg ground, and the
Egyptians are destroyed.
Shortly after just three days they ran short orewand the people
grumbled against Moses.
God graciously did a miracle.
A little over a month later they ran short of fomad
grumbled against Moses.
Shortly after that they need water again and they
fought with Moses about it.
Again God does a miracle.

After that they came to Mount Sinai, saw amazimpth and even heard the voice of the
LORD, but when Moses is up on the mountain theyraakdol of a golden calf and worship
it.

Do you know what Moses does? He prays for themGoa would forgive them and the
LORD again shows grace to the people.
God commands the people to go to the Promised haddhey refuse and have to
wander in the wilderness for forty years.
During that time it is one complaint after another
We don’t have food, we don’t have water, we dak# the food, we
don't like Moses, someone else should be in change.on and on it
went.
It is on one of the occasions when they are comipigiabout
water that Moses loses his cool, doesn'’t listeBaod, and as a
consequence he is not allowed to enter into thenRex Land.
| have to say | feel for the guy.
How did he put up with all the complaining and
disrespect for forty years?
| would have tapped out really early on.

[How did he do it? |think the bible gives us #meswer in Numbers 12:3. It saydldw Moses
was a very humble man, more humble than anyoneeglfiee face of the earth.Wow, that is

a powerful statement. How do you put up with aorerous group of people complaining and
criticizing for forty years? Humility! That is@haracter trait every single Christian should
desire. The Bible commands us in 1Peter 5:5y#,5€lothe yourselves, all of you, with
humility toward one another, for "God opposes theugd but gives grace to the humble."
can’t imagine anyone here this morning wantinglt®&D to be against you. I'm sure we
would all rather have His grace instead. If tlavhat we want then we need to be concerned
about humility. That is what our text this morn28amuel 16:1-14oints us to. It points us
to humility and | believe it shows us what humilisy In these verses we meet King David
fleeing for his life and showing signs of humilitithe first thing he shows us is that...]



Point #1 — Being in need should move us towards hulity. (Verses 1-4)
Part of the fallen nature of humanity is to livete delusion that we are self-sufficient,
that we don’t need our Creator. Moments of ctistigh point us to the truth that we
need the LORD.

As chapter sixteen opens we find David in need.
He along with his household and his servants agmrffy Jerusalem for their lives because
David’s son Absalom is looking to take over thegdom.
He has gone out of the city to the east, crosse&itiron Valley, and gone up the
Mount of Olives.
That is where we pick up the scene hereeirse 1.
To get the full picture here we need to keep indhhre background of
this man named Ziba.
Ziba had been a servant of King Saul, who was kefgre
David.
After Saul's death and after David had been firmly
established as king over all Israel he wanted ¢avsh
kindness to anyone who remained of the house df Sau
He wanted to do that because of the covenant of
friendship with Saul’s son Jonathan.

To find out if there was anyone left, David sumndafi®a and asked him if any remained.
Ziba told David that Jonathan’s son Mephiboshetinaa lame from the time he was five
years old, was still alive and where he was living.

David called Mephibosheth gave him all the landSadil and gave him Ziba, his
sons (he had 15), and his servants (20) to worlkatiek for Mephibosheth.
On top of that David had the son of Jonathan elaisaable like one of his
own sons.
Remembering those things reminds us that Davidnmy years had
been the one meeting the needs of others, but edudis himself in
need.(Verse 2)

At the moment David no longer has command of theurees of the palace.
He has escaped the city with little in the way afyisions and a servant comes to help
meet the need of the king.
That is a humbling situation for sure.
There is also more going on here in terms of nead getting some stuff for
the journey.(Verses 3-4)
Commentators are somewhat divided on whether oZihat is telling
the truth.




When you stop and think about it, how likely ishiat a lame
man is going to be able to compete with the stiamdgood
looking young prince who has proclaimed himseligdn
On the other hand, how many times do people have
unrealistic expectations?

What is clear is that whether or not Ziba is beammpletely honest here, it would seem
somebody is trying to take advantage of the sibadir personal gain?
It is a reminder to us that the king is a maneeahof true friendship and loyalty.
We know he has that. We can see that in chapter A&ople like Ittai, Abiathar,
Zadok, and Hushai.
He has that, but when people are acting out ofisedfest towards him it is
a reminder of how much he really needs the fridrelbas.
Absalom’s rebellion has put the king in a placg&at need and
being in need is often a humbling experience.

[Several years ago | was driving to Cambridge in2002 Honda Civic. It was a good car but
it was also a decade old and so no surprisinglyesttvings failed on occasion. | was about
halfway between Chatham and London and headlighised going dim as well as the dash and
shortly after that the car died because the alterstopped working and the electrical system
lost power. In that moment | didn’t think, “I'llysh my car home.” | thought, “I’'m stranded
and | need someone to come and help me.”]

What being in need should do for us is show ustiteof ourselves.
God made us in such a way that we would havetaoheeminders of that.
Just take food, water, and air for starters.
Have you ever asked, “What did God make us to teedt, drink,
and breathe?
He could have made us to not need those thinghganake
us the way He did?
To show us that we are needy creatures and that our
greatest need is Him.
That is exactly where Adam and Eve went off the
rails isn't it?
They believed the lie that they could be their
own gods, that they could do their own thing
and be ok.
Where did that lead? To death. That
Is where pride always leads.

[I believe one of the things that feeds the godiess of our society is the abundance of material
things. It cultivates entitlement and pride. Buatly though everyone is confronted with a
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situation where they come to the end of themselVWébere they cannot meet their own need
and those moments are opportunities to cultivateility in our hearts. In order to be a

Christian one of the most basic things you neaghtterstand is that you have broken God’s
laws and there is nothing you can do to make tght.r There is nothing you can do to save
yourself from the eternal wrath of God, you aré@sperate need. The good news of the gospel
IS not you are awesome, or you can save yourgeligood news of the gospel is the God has
provided a Saviour for you in the life, death, aeslurrection of Jesus Christ. To be saved from
hell you need to be humble enough to see your aeadavior. If you can see that, then you
may be able to see this as well, that...]

Point #2 — Being mistreated should move us towardsimility. (Verses 5-8)
While it never feels good to be treated badlys ibften an opportunity to become more
aware of our pride and to humble ourselves.

Sometimes when things go bad for someone therth@se who want to pile on to the situation.
David runs into someone like that on his way ®ibrdan River(Verses 5-6)
It is helpful to think back to chapter fifteen armmember the description there of
David and his company as they are going up the ¥Mou®lives.
It says in verse 30 of that chapter that David wgnthe mountain
“weeping, barefoot, and with his head covered” iusdys that “all the
people who were with him covered their heads, aeg tvent up, weeping
as they went.”
It is a picture of lament and humiliation.
Shimei takes the opportunity add insult to injbgyre.
If I am understanding verse 13 correctly as the tbat
David is travelling on comes through Bahurim itsun
alongside a hill or ridge and that is where Shirsei
standing and he taunts the king.

It says here in verse 5 that he “cursed contindally
This is more than a, “I am happy to see you goroent.”
This is a constant verbal assault against the dmehas sat on Israel’s throne for
many years.
A curse—as we will see in a moment—is more thamsult, it is a
declaration of condemnation that is spoken in tr@e of the LORD.
On top of that he is throwing stones at the kingd his servants.
The text doesn’t say how big the stones are. Mypision is
they are not that big because there is likely sdisgance
between them, but it is still an action of condetiuma
Verses 7-8give us the main content of the curses be
spoken down upon the king.




A very important question that we need to ask ferés this true?”
Shimei is cursing David saying the God is givinmmhwhat he deserved because the
blood of the house of Saul is on his hands.
Any fair assessment of the history between Saullandd would conclude that
Shimei is totally wrong about that.
It was actually the other way around. It was Selub tried on several
occasions to take David’s life and when David Haldpportunity to take
Saul’s life he spared it twice.
David was not the cause of Saul's undoing, Sauttthtito himself by
disobeying the LORD.
Shimei is being driven by personal bitterness bsednis family
was removed from royalty, but even though his n@isvwrong
and his curse is based on the wrong thing thesernge truth to

his curse.

David is a man of blood.
He took the life of Uriah and others to try andehhis sin.
He is called a ‘worthless man!” here. That no dadems very harsh to us but if
we think about what sin does to our standing bedormly God it is an accurate
way to put it.
What right does David have to stand before the LOQRMhat can he do to
make himself clean from the stains of his evil & dVhat treasure or
worth does he bring to the table? Nothing!
Shimei is correct to say that this is from the LORDnis is what
Nathan the prophet said was going to happen oruatod what
David had done with Bathsheba.
Based on how David responds in verse 10, it woeédrsthat
he gets that.
Here he is, the man who mere hours ago sat upon the
throne of Israel, humbled before a relative nobgeling
curses and throwing stones.
Each of us no doubt have a great many thoughts on
being cursed and mistreated as David is here, how
often do we think of it as an invitation to hunyft

[The well-known preacher Charles Spurgeon had sbowgghts on this very subject. He said,
“Brother, if any man thinks ill of you, do not bagry with him; for you are worse than he
thinks you to be. If he charges you falsely on sponst, yet be satisfied, for if he knew you
better he might change the accusation, and youdvoellno gainer by the correction. If you
have your moral portrait painted, and it is ugly satisfied; for it only needs a few blacker
touches, and it would be still nearer the trugh.”



That is not how we typically think of insults aadcusations is it?
How do we most often try and handle those things?
Don’t we try and fight against them?
Doesn’t the world counsel us to tell ourselves laanderful, good,
and important we are?
Do you know we have an accuser far worse than &Rim
That is what the Bible calls Devil. He delightdisting
off all the things that make us wretches.
While he is the father of lies he has no need to
make up things against us for the list of things th
makes our righteousness as filthy rags before the
LORD is longer than we can appreciate.

[Where will pride gets us in the face of thatsllike a fresh coat of paint on a rusty car it
changes nothing. Humility on the other hand chareyerything. Now one might get the
impression from what has been said so far, thatliiyns thinking about how terrible we are
all the time. While that would be much more actaithan trying to puff ourselves up, it still
wouldn’t be humility. Genuine humility is somethifar better and it is something we
desperately need to live a godly life in a falleorld. David here points us in the right
direction. How he responds to Shimei shows us .that

Point #3 — Turning our attention from ourselves tahe LORD is humility. (Verses 9-14)
When we live like we actually believe God is akkgpent, all powerful, and that He is
actively ruling all things, we will focus much less ourselves because He will command
our attention instead.

Before we hear from the king we hear from his nepheverse 9.
This really puts the scene into some perspective.
Shimei is one guy. Abishai calls him here a ‘ddad’ which likely means he is
getting up there in age and he likely wouldn’t biesad by very many people if he
is done away with.
His cursing and throwing stones seems incrediblyise when we consider
that he is throwing stones at everyone here inofythose called David’s
‘mighty men’ in verse 6.
These guys are the best warriors in the land apadae of them could
easily chased down Shimei and stopped his curgnganently.
Abishai sizes that up right away. Who is this ¢uyalk to you
like that? Let me go take care of him!
That is the natural response. David has the powthis
situation to act in pride and silence Shimei.
Look at what he does instead/efse 10-13)
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He basically says to his nephew, “We have nothincpmmon you and me” and then he turns
to his understanding of the providence of God.
He knows that the LORD governs all things from neoirto moment.
He sees this raving old man as being under theaarftGod and he sees God as
permitting him to utter this curse over him.
He understands that God permits or restricts timgs$hthat happen from
moment to moment according to His will.
He further puts this into perspective by compasirigat Absalom is
doing to what Shimei is doing.
My own son wants to do away with me, why shoulakeit
surprising or upsetting that Shimei would wantshene?
No life is in danger from this man’s accusations,
throwing rocks, or flinging dirt.
There are no injuries recorded, the primary thing
being attacked here is the honour of the king and
instead of defending himself David turns his
attention to the LORD.

| want to call your attention to something impottéere.
David does say there is wrong being done to hira everse 12.
While there are things in what Shimei says thaukhoonvict David, the thing
that this man is basing his curses on is not right.
Humility does not mean admitting to things tha aot true.
Humility does not mean giving in to evil.
Also notice that there is no sense whatsoever giddaeing
afraid of Shimei.
With a word David could put an end to him.
Humility should not be driven by fear.
While weakness and need may point us to
our need of humility they are not at all the
same thing as humility.

Genuine humility is turning to the LORD and trugtin His goodness and faithfulness in all
things.
So instead of getting angry and turning to violerm2avid bears the curses, the stones,
and the dust for the short distance it would takegdt past the part of the road and he
orders his men to do the same because his attant@mnGod.
That is humility.

[How much more did Jesus do the same as He walked ¢&e road to Calvary? How many
Insults and false accusations did He bear? Umliked, Jesus is completely innocent and yet
He takes it all, not from fear or weakness. Hd tdis disciples that He could call “twelve
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legions of angels” to His defense. He takes ibalause He is entrusting Himself completely
to God. Philippians two says that He ‘humbled halfsvith his death on the cross. Because
of His humility we can be saved. Because of Higitity we can find the greatest of freedom
and joy in seeking humility ourselves.]

You see when we are confronted with curses andsatioms that are not true we don't
have to get angry and upset.
We can simply say what is true and trust thattl@&D will work it out.
When we are faced with challenges and trials beyamdbility we can turn
to the LORD instead of ourselves.
When we are reminded of our failures and shortcgmaven if it by
the devil himself.
We don’t have to try and puff ourselves up, we tlbave to
defend ourselves, or deny the truth.
When someone says, “You're not good enough!” We
can smile and be filled with great joy and we cay Sl
know, but Jesus is more than good enough!”
He pleads our case brothers and sisters based on
His sufficiency and worth.
It says in verse 14 that David came to the
Jordan and was refreshed there.
How much more are we revived under
the care and provision of Jesus?

The world wants us to make life about ourselvesaiit us to keep our attention on ourselves.
That is miserable state of affairs.
It is far better to humble ourselves and fix attention on the LORD.
Do we understand this morning that we are peopheed?
Do we understand that we can trust God throughyawat through
every injustice?
Do we understand what true humility is?
Do we understand the importance of humility?
If we truly know the LORD and we truly know
ourselves how can we do anything else but look to
Christ rather than ourselves?
Oh what a difference that would make.
Let us pray towards that end.




