Ordained by the LORD
2Samuel 17:1-29

The difference we find in the faith and works efaipostles of Jesus before and after His
resurrection from the dead is truly amazing.
After Jesus death His closest followers were siingdo believe and they had locked
themselves in a room afraid for their lives.
After His resurrection and seeing Him for forty dakiey going out daily into the city
of Jerusalem and into the Temple courts tellingopethat Jesus is the Saviour they
needed.
That change would have been impossible if Jesusliealdand stayed dead, but
there they were preaching, teaching, and doingateisan Jesus’ Name
because the power that raised Christ from the delaidh is the power of
Almighty God, was at work in them.
Many could see that and so many came to Chrigh#forgiveness of
their sins in the early days of the Church.
There were also those, however, those who remdiaetihearted
towards Jesus and were very much opposed to theagebeing
preached by the apostles.

Men of power and influence, the same men who hawsJsanded over to Pilate to be crucified,
had the apostles arrested and “put them in the jgytrlison” according to acts chapter five.
What happens next is amazing. That night ‘an aofigle LORD’ came broke them out of
prison and told them to ‘Go and stand in the terapié speak to the people all the words of
this Life.”
So when the sun comes up they go to the Templ@iath.
When the guys who put them in jail send to haventbeought before them, the
jail is found locked and secured but no apostles.
While they were still trying to figure it out soms®came and told them
that the guys they were looking for were over ia Temple “teaching
the people.”
You might think that would give the religious leaslsome pause,
but it doesn’t and when the apostles appear béfiera again
they say, “We strictly charged you not to teackhis name...”
Peter speaks up and says, “We must obey God Itatuer
men”, he tells them the gospel, and says the poWde
Holy Spirit is on their side.
The bible says the religious leaders, “were enraged
and wanted to kill them.”

At that moment a well-respected member of this@bunman named Gamaliel, stood up to
address these men.
Because of his standing among them everyone caateintion.




He reminded them of a little history. He reminksrh of two men who started
movements that came to nothing.
The point of his speech was to say, “The works ehmome to nothing. If
what these preachers are saying is a human inveihiigll come to nothing.”
“On the other hand, if what they are saying anagas from God you
won't be able to stop it, you will be found oppasi@od.”
Because of Gamaliel’'s words they don't kill the sgbes, but they
do have them beaten and tell them again to stagchmg about
Jesus.
The apostles leave there, the bible says, “rejgithat they
were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the ndme
They go right on preaching and the church keeps
growing, being persecuted, and growing more.

[That is a really big change from the fearful umdahg men we see after the LORD Jesus died on
the cross. | am convinced that one of the thihggHoly Spirit changes in these men is the degree
to which they can see and believe in the rule a Geer everyday life. When Jesus’ died it looks
like evil had won and they were afraid of what wbbbhppen next. When Jesus’ conquered the
grave and the Holy Spirit came upon them in polwey tcould see that God had planned it all.
That is a lesson we need today every bit as mutheaspostles at the beginning of the church. It
is a lesson that God’s people in every age neeeryday life being ordered by the One seated
upon the throne of heaven is a theme in the Bibtevee find it in our text this morning Samuel
17:1-29. The king of Israel, in these verses, is in thddia of a crisis. His son is seeking his life
and he is on the run. Looking at the situation mmght think that the LORD is nowhere to be
found, but the truth is He is working everything aacording to His will. As we see that happen
there are some important truths for us to pay atterioo. The first truth that we see is a difftcu
one, itis that...]

Point #1 — God allows people to pursue evil. (Vegs 1-4)
According to His infinite knowledge, presence, aoaver the LORD permits people to
chase after their own corrupt desires. | know tiaat be a struggle to understand, but it is
the reality of what the Bible teaches and it isamtant for Christians to try to think rightly
about that reality.

The beqinning of chapter 17 is closely connected the end of chapter 16.
The focus of the writer is on a man named Ahitleph
A man of superior intelligence and someone whoesknas an advisor to King David
and is now advising Absalom as he is seeking ttunhof Israel.
They have taken the capital city of Jerusalemaedccupying the palace.
Ahithophel’s advice so far has been for Absalomitoagainst his father
for everyone in city to see so that there wouldbé&removable divide
between the two.
The only thing that remained to complete the caasgiwas to
put an end to David’s life.




That is exactly what is suggested/arses 1-3.

The fact that 12000 men are available to implenti@stplan gives us an idea of just how big this
conspiracy had grown.
| agree with commentators who see the selectidi2800 as an intentional illustration.
12 is the number of tribes in Israel and selectiB@00 is a way of saying all the
people are against David.
Also notice how the first person is emphasizedhiyy man.
He says, “l will pursue David”.. l will strike only the king”... “I will
bring the people back to you”
It is more than likely that Ahithophel has a peragrudge
against David which explains his willingness toragthim.
The goal is simple, kill David and all the peopl#i some
over to Absalom and there will be peace, it sayheend
of verse 3.

There is some irony there. Absalom’s name medwg. father is peace” and the way this advice
intends to bring peace is by killing his father Gochosen King.”
From a strategic standpoint this is good advicearesee that inerse 4.
The plan makes sense to the people involved, lmait evil thing that is proposed.
Is God unaware of the plan? Not at all. How mahyou know that God
knows everything? How long has He known everythirtde has always
known it!
Could God have stopped it before it got to thisgbiYes because the
Bible teaches us that the LORD does all that Hagas.
It is inescapable. Because of Who God is in thigreaf His
Being we must conclude that He is allowing Ahithepio make
this proposal.
It is important to point out that the LORD is naeiusing
him to chase after evil or putting the thoughtis thead,
but He is allowing it for His purposes.

[Way back when | had small children | took oneladrh to the park near our house in London.
About 500 yards from the playground there was & ¢ghand and that she loved. She started to go
in that direction and | let her go on her own te kew far she would go before she turned around
looking for me. She got half way and never turaezlind so | quickly chased her down and took
her by the hand to see the ducks. | didn’'t makegbel could have stopped her anytime, but | let
her go because | wanted to see what she would do.]

That is a very imperfect picture of what we arditad about here. Ahithophel is only able to
pursue the evil he has in mind because the LORBiifeIt.
We know from chapter twelve that part of God’s mep here is to fulfill what he had said to
David through the prophet Nathan.
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We'll also see by the end of this chapter thatl®&D actually uses this advice to
deal with Ahithophel.
Now, I'm not suggesting that the Bible explains Gquharticular purposes
behind every decision He makes in terms of whapéfenits in the world.
| am saying that nothing happens in the entiretthefuniverse apart
from the knowledge and power of God and | am sathatjHe has a
purpose in it all.

[For us, everything that happens is a fork in thedrwhere we can decide to trust the LORD and
draw closer to Him or we can decide to harden earts towards Him. | have a great deal of
empathy for people who are bitter in their spigthuse of bad things that have happened.
Denying Who God is will never make that better.riing away from God is a vain attempt to
make evil meaningless and purposeless. It dobsipt we can see that time and again in the
scriptures and in the history of the World. Yearéhis evil in the world, but it is neither
meaningless nor is it unrestrained. We see thdtin®ur passage, yes God allows people to
pursue evil but we also see that...]

Point #2 — God governs people pursuing evil. (Vegs 5-14)
The LORD is actively involved in every part of ctiea every second of every day
throughout every age. He never misses a thingHanskts limits on the actions of every
creature He has made.

If we remember the context of the end of chapteseddes 5-6 here should strike us as unexpected.
The end of chapter 16 says that the counsel ohAptiel was treated as though it was on the
same level as God’s word.

That, | believe, is a way of saying people who ddke this guy’s advice always did
what he said.
His plan is simple and everyone thinks it is adatit idea. Why then does
Absalom ask for Hushai to weigh in?
That is especially strange when you consider thesa#dom knows how
close a friendship Hushai had with David.
Why is doubt raised in Absalom’s mind and why htheethought
to ask for the counsel of David’s friend?
It is the hand of the LORD at work here.
When Hushai hears the Ahithophel’s plan, contrary
to the opinion of everyone else in the room, hessay
this inVerse 7.

When he says here that it is “not good” he is rabking about the moral quality of the plan, he is
talking about the effectiveness of the plan.
Now he can’t just say, “That is a bad idea” if bgoing to steer Absalom in a different
direction, he has to give a reason and he alstohgige an alternative plan.
In verses 8-10 he gives his reason. He remindal@bsthat David is mighty warrior
and so are the men with him.
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He says David knows better than to stay with higppeein the camp and if the
camp is attacked and some of Absalom’s men fali therd will spread that
David gained the upper hand and people will los& tourage.
Those are all reasonable possibilities and exdditerts for raising
doubts about proceeding with the first plan.
Having highlighted the problems, Hushai offers @ssan
alternative inverses 11-13.

There is more going on in that advice than odds stadstics.
The language of gathering people like the “santhkysea” so they can descend upon David
like “the dew falls on the ground” is clearly a foie of overwhelming force.
It is easy to see how a godless person would @att gonfidence in those kinds of
numbers, but there is more than that.
Do you see it there at the end of verse 11? His®a is that Absalom go in
person to the battle.
Who then will get the glory for defeating David?h®f Hushai is doing
Is he is feeding the pride of this young man.
Now look atVerse 14.

The word translated ‘ordained’ here can also bensiated as ‘commanded’ or ‘appointed’.
The word is also emphatic in the original langugiying the sense of a resolved
determination.

The LORD here is firmly committed to stopping “theod counsel of Ahithophel”
again the word ‘good’ here is not being used incaahsense but is indicating the
effectiveness of the plan.
In other words if the plan were implemented and @ede to do nothing, the
plan would have succeeded.
God is reigning in the evil that is proposed. Bldoing it in this
particular way because he is going to bring judgragainst Absalom
for his own rebellion and sin.

[We see this time and again in the scriptures wigiatures that are intent on evil, even the devil
himself. Remember when he wanted to harm Job,g8blimits on what he could do. Remember
dark arts of Pharaoh’s magicians? God set linmts/bat they could do.]

That is how it is with every force of evil.
The battle between good and evil is not a 50-8pg@sition as some might think.
As Martin Luther writes in his wonderful hymn, Mighty Fortress is our God’
And though this world, with devils filled,
Should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed
His truth to triumph through us:
The Prince of Darkness grim,
We tremble not for him;




His rage we can endure,

For lo! his doom is sure,

One little word shall fell him.
That is both wonderful and true.

[Yes the LORD permits people and creatures to muesil, but no matter what they may desire or
design they can only go as far as God permits arfdnther. Will we understand or enjoy
everything that happens? No, there is much gridfgaeat sorrow in this fallen world. The bigger
guestion we must wrestle with is can we trust Gadl is in control? That is an important question
to ask because the LORD rarely works in the warld super natural or miraculous way. He does
that for sure, but most often He works in ways kEino what we see in this text. We see it in the
verses we have already looked at and we seehieinéxt part of the text as well. We see that...]

Point #3 — God uses ordinary situations to accomggln His will. (Verses 15-23)
The hand of the LORD is in every day events thabften pay no attention to. What we
might see as chance and probability is actuallyptirposeful actions of our glorious
Creator.

Verse 15 reminds us of some others who are actirgpis for David in Jerusalem, the priests
Zadok and Abiathar.
They are to relay the intelligence that Hushai gegtho David through their sons Ahimaaz
and Jonathan.
Hushai tells them in verses 15-16 to get the latests to David and to tell him to get
across the Jordan River and get ready for whainsryg.
Look with me at what happensverses 17-21.
Nothing extraordinary happens here.
As Ahimaaz and Jonathan begin their journey we tragh they
run into a bit of bad luck being spotted by a setwd Absalom.
How easy would it have been for them to be disce/2
They choose to hideout in a well and being in d wel
they would be completely helpless.
Then an un-named woman at the house of an
un-named man makes a covering over the
well and scatters some grain upon the cover to
hide them.

When Absalom’s servants arrive at the house thesare the spies are there, but after searching
they do not find them and are turned back to Jdamsa
An untimely sneeze, a suspicious look at an oplaxe pile of grain, a nervous glance from
the woman and they would have been discovered.
Why does it work? Why are they able to get ogétthe news to David?
Because the LORD is working in these seeminglyyalagr events to make it
happen.
We see the outcome vrerses 22-23.
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David is able to put some distance between hinaselfAbsalom
and the betrayal of Ahithophel is overcome.

Ahithophel’'s motivation is not made clear here.

Was he conscience stricken and grieved for whétldedone to David? It is possible.
Some commentators think that he is convinced tlhaglom’s rejection of his counsel
has made David’s return to the throne certain atiter than be at the mercy of the
king he betrayed he took matters into his own hands

Whatever his motives his betrayal has led to his destruction and that has
happened through God working in things that seempdetely ordinary.
His betrayal did not stop the LORD from bringingpabthe rescue of
His chosen King.

If you are thinking that sounds familiar you woblel right.
Some commentators say that Ahithophel presentsttbegest parallel in the whole Bible to
Judas Iscariot the disciple of Jesus.
Just like Ahithophel’s betrayal of the king led hiondestroy himself, Judas betrayal
of the King of kings leads to him to destroy hinfisel
Just like God worked through the betrayal of Ahghel to bring about His
will, so too He would work through the betrayalloidas to work out His plan
of salvation.
Judas betrayed Jesus on account of evil intengoydded along by
Satan Himself.
But what was the result? Jesus dying was no ddfeatieath
was the means by which we can be forgiven.
In His death Jesus took upon Himself the penalyuof
sins so that we could be washed clean and madewitih
God.
Many of the events that led to the cross would have
seemed quite ordinary, but they led to the glorious
miracle of Jesus’ resurrection which is the
foundation for our hope for eternal life.

[Do we realize that the LORD is still very muchwairk today? Do we have eyes to see Him at
work in what seems to be a random phone call, agghmeeting, a near miss accident, bumping
into someone at the grocery store, or the millimihather things that happen every day? Most
people come to believe the gospel through what séigmcommonplace circumstances, but what
a miracle that happens as a result. A person dgomng being dead in their sins to being alive in
Christ is no small thing. Why does it happen? d@&se the LORD is at work in the world. That
brings us to one more important truth that we rteexke. So far we have seen that God allows
people to pursue evil, that He governs evil, thatudes ordinary situations, and finally we see
that...]

Point #4 — God never fails because everything is dar His control. (Verses 24-29)



Nothing in all creation can separate the Christiam the love of God because there is
nothing in all creation that can resist His command

Verses 24-26 set the stage for us.
David and his men camp in a placed called MahamaidhAbsalom and his men camp at a
place called Gilead making preparations to go liratle with his father.
Where David chooses to camp is very interesting.
The place got its name from Jacob back in Gerdsis
Jacob had camped there as we was returning to Caiftaa living
twenty years with his uncle.
When Jacob got to this place the bible says tinat éhgels of
God met him. And when Jacob saw them he saids‘iBhizod’s
camp!” So he called the name of that place Mamargaihich
means two-camps).’
There is the camp of God and the camp of humatisein
same place.
It is a place that reminds us that people can camp
with God or they can camp against God.

This place makes us ask the guestion, ‘when thesglhman are against the plans of God who will
prevail?’
Verses 27-2%oint us to the answer.
The end of verse 29 gives us a sense of how viddieeEavid and those with him
were to the proposal that Ahithophel had madeebtginning of the chapter.
The three men responsible for bringing the King sg@movisions do so because
they know that the people with David are “hungrg areary and thirsty”.
They need food, they need rest, and they need wAtkvery important
needs especially if you are about to go into battle
The help these men provide is absolutely cruciaréserving
David’s life and returning him to the throne, buiydo they
help?
Go back to the middle of verse 14 for a moment.
It says there that, “.the LORD ordained to defeat
the good counsel of Ahithophel.”

Why is that relevant to what is said here in ve3229?
In Hebrew writing we often find that literary semwis are structured in such a way as to have
a specific focal point in the text.
Commentator Ronald Youngblood makes a very conngicase that verse 14 is the
focal point of chapters 15-20 in the book of 2Samech cover the events of
Absalom’s rebellion against David.
If that is correct, and | think it is, then we axgposed to see God’s ability to
command what happens in His creation stamped aytbugg that happens in
these verses.




Why do these guys show up with what David and kispte need?
Because God ordained it.
Each of them has a history with David. Each ofrttewuld have
decided to go over to Absalom’s side, but instéay use their
resources to help the king who seems helplesgahtment.
Why because God commanded it in ages past. Heedrea
these men, He gave them their position and weldkh,
convicted them to come and help, and so David lanskt
with him are strengthened.

What we are supposed to see here is that theratisng and no one in all creation that falls
outside the commands of God
Because He has the final authority over everytembwill eventually come to nothing and
the promises of the LORD will stand forever.
Yes there is evil in the world that God permits antth that comes many tears and
many questions, but we need to know that we cast tine LORD even when we
don’t understand.
We also need to know that the LORD has set limtgl. It can only go as
far as He permits.
God is not leaving things to chance He is presedtad work in the
world through what may seem ordinary to us, ohweatvould have
eyes to see it.
Perhaps if we could see that then we could leatrugd in His
will and ways that cannot fail because He commatnals
Let's pray towards that end.




