Trusting Through Trials
2Samuel 15:1-37

How many of you brought a bible with you this mog¥
That is amazing! It is such a gift for us to lideato own a copy of the Scriptures.
Here is something equally amazing! I'm guessingtionot all of those who
brought a bible to church today brought an Endbiie.
One of the people God used to make that a reafisyavman by the name of
William Tyndale.
He was born in England in the lateé"éentury and when he was born
there were no English bibles available to people.
In his early years he discovered his gift for laages and
became fluent in eight of them including Greek &etbrew the
original languages of the Scriptures.
In those days a person had to obtain special psioniso
study the Bible and that was rarely granted satundied
in secret.
As he learned the Bible he came to understand that
it was no ordinary book, he realized that it is God
word through which he came to know and love
Jesus as his saviour.

Soon after he began to share the gospel with otetlsone day he happened to be talking to a
priest and the priest remarked, “I believe it wolld better to be without God'’s law than to be
without the pope’s law.”
The comment upset Tyndale and he replied to tlespril defy the pope and all his laws.
If God spares my life, | will make it so in Englatiee ploughboys will know more of the
Bible than many of the priest do now.”
He then made it his mission to translate the Biftie@ English.
His work angered many and it quickly became toayeaous for him to stay
in England.
Having fled his home he found places to contingework and was
able get the NT translated into English and thaakke recent
invention of the printing press the NT began tocwate in English.
Shortly after that he was condemned as a heretibdy
Catholic Church which wanted him arrested and binotmy
trial.

After some close calls he settled in Antwerp angdegned fairly safe, but sadly he believed
himself safer than he truly was.
Tyndale’s enemies hired a man by the name of HEBhiljips who pretended to be a
friend and gained his confidence.
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A short time later Phillips betrayed Tyndale andizes arrested and condemned to
die.
On October 8, 1536 William Tyndale was put to death for tratisipthe
Bible into English.
Thankfully the LORD had enabled him by that pomtarry to work
of translation to a point where is could not beoptd.
He had translated over 70% of the entire Bible laisdvork
was enormously influential on future English traisins.

[As | considered the text that is before us thisnmimg | thought of Tyndale. A man who dearly
loved the LORD who was betrayed by someone closintaand faced great trials as a result.
That is where we meet King David this mornin@Bamuel 15:1-37 Called by the LORD to
lead His people and betrayed by his own son. dtt@ugh situation, but like Tyndale we find
the king trusting in the LORD through his trialin&e trials are a part of life in this fallen world
we would be wise to pay attention to the lessoas®@od has for us in this text. The first lesson
shows us where trials can come from. We see ifir§tesix verses that...]

Point #1 — Selfish ambition produces trying timesmong God'’s people. (Verses 1-6)
When people are bound and determined to have thinegway they want, they will think
very little of stirring up trouble among believers.

After being in exile for three years and kept duhe king's court for two, Absalom had been
restored by his father David as we read at the @nchapter fourteen.
Instead of setting his mind on serving his fathet the LORD, the opening verse of
chapter fifteen show us that his mind was set ovirsg himself.
Look with me awerse 1.
Chariots in the ancient world represent power aegtge. Having ‘fifty
men run before his chariot removes all doubt dsgaenotivation.’
He is trying to show the people his greatness.
On top of that verse 2 tells us that his wouldge early and
stand beside the way of the gate.’
His rising early tells us something of the ambitienhas
for this task. He wants to make sure he gets tioere
interact with as many people as possible.

Absalom would look for people coming to the kintlgrievances.
Verses 3-Gell us what he would say to those with a dispute.
What is his goal here? Is it true justice?
It can’t be. If he is saying to everyone “youricla are good and right” can
that possibly be true?
What is he doing? He is telling people what theyt to hear.
Why is he doing that?




He is doing that to undermine the king of God’s
choosing.
His basic point is that the king won’t help yout bu
if | were in charge you would get what you
deserve!
In doing this with everyone who came to the
king for judgement verse 6 tells us
“Absalom stole the hearts of the men of
Israel!”
That sets the stage for one of David’s
greatest trials.

[This reminded me of Jonathan Edwards getting fireth his church for only allowing
believers to participate in communion. People waied little for the word of God, but had
become influential in the church rallied againgtitipastor and showed him the door so that
they could have things the way they wanted.]

The same thing is still true today.
| know people who had things like this happerhigirt families.
Husbands, wives, kids, siblings, sometimes graratyaror cousins say and
do things that put their family through the ringpecause they are primarily
concerned with themselves.
It happens at work. People who lie and gossigetagead and put
your job at risk in the process.
Sadly, it happens in the church as well. Peopseridg power
and influence create factions and feed grievancedsrathe
process create sleepless nights and in some casdwes.

[When pride and ambition gain traction you can lre shat some kind of trial is on the
horizon. That is the case for King David on acaafrthe ambition of his son. If we think
back to chapter thirteen we will remember Absalera man who plays the long game. After
meeting people at the gate for four years he dyréa put his plan to take the throne into
action. He does that by going to the king andragskim for something. What he says shows
us something important. It show us that...]

Point #2 — Those who bring trials to God’s peopleften sound religious. (Verses 7-12)
While those outside the church can inflict painmpelievers, the greatest damage is
often done by those who pass themselves off asikigatve LORD but in reality are
motivated by sinful desires.

We hear the religious words from Absalonvénses 7-8.
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He knows his father is devoted to the worship eflt®RD both in his personal life and

for the people of Israel and he exploits it.
If he just walks into the throne room and says,yldad that is my chair” his plan

would fail right away.
He has to get out of the city to put his plan iattion and he uses the cover

story of a vow to do it.
It is interesting that David raises no questionsualvhy Absalom has
delayed so long in keeping his vow, it is likelg fvillful ignorance as

a father and so instead of questions he simply tealys son in verse
9, “Go in peace.”

Having used worship as an excuse he puts his ptamaction. Verses 10-12

Hebron is a very significant choice.
It is where Absalom was born.
It is the place where David reigned as king oveadkfor seven years before
coming to Jerusalem.
It was just far enough away from Jerusalem to giwetime to
assemble his forces and close enough that he toumdround and
attack fairly quickly.
Veiling his rebellion in religion allows him to dseaway 200
men from Jerusalem who were unaware of what waly rea

happening.

He does more religious things by offering sacr#ice
These sacrifices are either to continue the stbtigeovow, or they are offered as part of

an enthronement ceremony.
Either way it seems that he is using the Name®L{RD in vain because he is
using religion to overthrow the one who God hadsemoto sit on the throne.
Absalom convinces one of David’s counselors, a nmaned Ahithophel, to
betray the king and join him and it says in ver8elthat ‘the conspiracy grew

strong’ which spells trouble to David.
A veneer of religion is a big part of what allowbgalom to bring this

trial into David'’s life.

Little has changed brothers and sisters.
Many churches and many individual believers hawkthandure a great deal on account

of people who sound religious.
It has been my experience that people who wishitm lbiberalism and false
teaching into the church often use religious wadikdsgospel, missions, love,
justice, and alike but they mean something faed#ht than what has historically

been meant by those words.
One of the phrases that is often used today isd“®ld me...”
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Some of the most destructive movements of our Enedaunched by
people who say such things.

[What do the Scriptures teach us to do? Thewtetb “test the spirits to see if they are from
God.” How do we do that? Be evaluating everythmthe light of the written word of God.
Idolatrous people who can speak a little Christsanegan bring tremendous turmoil to the
church. When that happens there is somethingledgeften happens at the same time. We
can see it here as David gets word of his sonésititentions. This is something to be
tremendously thankful for. Itis that...]

Point #3 — Trials often reveal faithful friends. (Merses 13-23)
When people stick by us for the sake of doing whaght in moments where the world
Is providing them will powerful reasons to walk amtaey show their love to be genuine.

In verse 13 the news of the betrayal comes to Davibwe read this imerses 14-15.
This is a serious as it gets.
David understands that the lives of everyonellty&im are on the line here.
He does not have the resources in the city to dedgiainst an assembled
force so the only thing he can do is run away.
If we think about the situation purely from a persiive of worldly
benefit, what is the course of action that makestbst sense for
David’s servants?
It would be to stay in the city and promise toveeAbsalom.
Many of David’s servants, however, choose to do the
right thing instead of the easy thing.

Verse 18 tells us that all those loyal to the kimuding a small fighting force that has been
with him a long time stick by his side.
Of particular note is a man named lIttai. Let'saisin on the conversation David has
with him inverses 19-22.
A foreigner whose heart had been changed fromtgaola love for the living God
chooses to remain faithful to the true king. Amagzi
Things were bad for sure and that revealed theigenaoyalty of those close
to the king.

[Stress often reveals the quality of things. A feanths ago | was making a project and
needed some wheels to carry a load of about 200Igst wheels that said they could handle
700lbs, but when | put the load on them they foldids one thing to say a product can handle
the load it is another to actually do it.]



No doubt David had many people express their lgyalhim over the years, but |
wonder how many went over to the good looking yoprigce when he proclaimed
himself king.

[No trial is ever fun that is for sure, but onetlmhgs they can show us is the faithfulness of
genuine friends. As Christians we have the mostgpful foundation for faithfulness possible.
Being bound together in faith, being indwelt by thaly Spirit, and resolving together to seek
first the kingdom of heaven. These things mustipce in us a love for one another that all the
forces of evil cannot break. Trials often revehkther or not that is the case. As some of
those faithful to David come out of the city theg aarrying something of great importance, the
Ark of the Covenant. David’s reaction to theirmging the ark shows us another important
lesson. It shows us that...

Point #4 — Through trials we need to trust the Lordnot created things. (Verses 24-29)
The hope of a true believer rests with our uns@ennipotent, Omnipresent creator of all
things who unchangingly acts according to His owadypurposes, and not in weapons,
human strength, wealth, rituals, or sacred objects.

Look with me averse 24.
The Ark was normally kept in a place called theyHafl Holies in a tent the bible calls
the Tabernacle.
It was above the Ark is where the LORD caused isibhe glory to appear.
Because the people of Israel made a connectioreleetihe Ark and the
presence/favour of the LORD.
That is surely in the mind of the two priests hefée Ark should go
with the true King because God is with the truegkin
It is a reasonable thought, but let’s look at hoawid responds
to the ideaVerses 25-29

David no doubt knows enough history to know thaspming the favour of the LORD based on
the presence of the Ark is foolishness.
If we go back to the early part of 1Samuel we fimel Israelites at war with the
Philistines and in the initial battle Israel lost.
They thought, let’s bring the Ark here and thenwikwin.
They brought out the Ark putting their trust is@sject instead of seeking
the LORD and turning from their sin and when theyogt to battle they are
again defeated and the Ark gets captured by tHestnes.
David doesn’t make that mistake here.
Instead, he puts himself at the mercy of the LORD sends
the Ark back into the city along with Abiathar axddok and
their sons.
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Is the Ark sacred? Yes! It was made at the comdméiod for His worship and glory. Isita
lucky charm that guarantees God'’s favour? No,aidll.
It is easier than you might think to fall into ttrap of trusting in created things.
People enslaved to false religion have prayedatimes, rocks, and trees having
spells and rituals through which they endlesslytdrgppease some god or demon.
You might hear that and think that is very fooliblf people who claim to
be Christian have acted in very similar ways.
Wearing a cross as a symbol of faith can be a ¢juad, but how
many have turn such things into good luck charms?
I've seen charlatans on TV selling prayer clothalsvof water,
gold dust, and alike.
Buy this and God will bless you or watch over yowo
whatever for you.
That stuff is not Christian!
How many people trust in money and
medicine as the end all and be all of life?
Being wise with money and going to
the doctor are good things just like the
Ark is a good thing, but it is an easy
thing to turn them into idols.

[The Christian view of God is that He is sovereag acts according to His will alone. He is
present everywhere, knows all things, and possdissgsower to do all that He pleases. No
matter where we are or what the circumstancedjyas are in His hands and we can trust Him.
David is applying that good theology to his liferdae He is trusting in the LORD. That brings
us to one more lesson from this text. David isnghg us the need to trust the LORD and in
these last few verses he also shows us that...]

Point #5 — Through trials we need to trust God andct wisely. (Verses 30-37)
While the Christian is to rest in the power of tH@RD and the truth of His word, we are
also to do what we can to see that God’s will iselon “earth as it is in heaven.”

In the steps the David has already taken in flediom the city and in sending Abiathar and
Zadok back into the city we can see that whileshieusting the LORD he is also taking action.
The sovereignty of God and human responsibilityrerteopposite ideas as some may
think, but rather they are two sides of the sanie. co
The scene as the king ascends the Mount of Olsrese of grief and humility.
(Verse 30)
This is a scene of humility and sorrow.
More bad news comes werse 31.




As we will see in chapter 16 the counsel of Ahithelpvas
second to none in his day and David no doubt s&natha
huge problem to have to contend with a man of sutefiectual
skill.
What does he do? He turns to the LORD. If thig'sha
wisdom is to be defeated God is going to have tthbe
One to do it.

Shortly after his prayer his friend meets with hilmsten toverses 32-37.
While the king is trusting the LORD he also avdigsng passive.
He puts his own plan into motion against the glahhis son.
It seems likely here that Hushai has been Daviiend for many years.
He is clearly distraught over the situation and tswdaa go with the
king to serve him, but David sees that as a baal ide
Chances are Hushai is getting up there in age arstcoount of
his limitations will be a hindrance rather thanedphf he comes
along.
On the other hand he could go back risk his life by
attempting to get into Absalom’s inner circle, ctarrto
advice of Ahithophel, and feed intelligence bactvid
through the priests Zadok and Abiathar.
Yes David is trusting the LORD but in faith He is
taking action.

While trusting the LORD at times is simply a mattewaiting on Him, but more often than not
trusting the LORD means acting in faith.
Nowhere is this more evident than in the life & ttORD Jesus.

As | have said many times in our journey throughliboks of 2 Samuel David is

the King of God’s choosing but we need a betteigkand David’s life points us to

that truth time and again.

This situation is no exception.
Think of the parallels that we can draw here.

David is the rightful king of the Jews and He isnigedriven out
of the city.

Think of the path that he takes.
Through the Kidron Valley and up to the Mount ofv@s.
Jesus talks that same walk the night before He dies
David is walking that way because he has beenyetray his son and
many others including a close advisor.
Jesus is also betrayed by someone close to Him.




David entrusts himself to God, Jesus much morensoss
Himself to God the Father.
David attempts to act wisely and Jesus acts ireperf
wisdom.

It is a great mistake to look at Jesus’ betrayak time in the garden, His trials, His
condemnation, and His death as something He wasv@aabout.
He is taking action every step of the way, Haisomplete control the whole time.
He could have called legions of angels, He coulchaalked through the crowd,
He could have spoken a word and defeated His eseiecould have come
down off the cross and healed His own wounds, ietead He acts according to
the plans and purposes of the Triune God to daimplace.
If not for that there would be no way for us tofoegiven for all ways in
which we have broken God's law. There would bevag for us to be made
right with God.
Jesus trusted God, acted in faith, and won themptien of all who
believe in Him.
Just as He always does, God proved faithful byrmaiklim
from the dead and that brothers and sisters iswghgan have
hope through every trial.
That is why Christ is worth trusting in no mattenat
may happen.
Trials will come we can be sure of that because
that is what the bible tells us, but God will deliv
His people from every trial.
If we trust Him He will see us through.




