Concern for Believers
1Thessalonians 2:17-3:5

Has anyone here this morning ever received a tlereag telephone call?
Many years ago | got a call one evening from gectibn agency.
This was just before the time cells phones becaaiastieam and | am pretty sure
the regular phone we had at the time did not hadis@ay that showed the
number of the person calling.
Do you remember those days?
Today | can look at the number and have a pretbgdguess that it's
some kind of telemarketing scheme, but back them a total shot
in the dark.
So the phone rings and | answer, “Hello.” The persn the
other end replies, “Yes, may | speak to Michael\ya¥a
“Speaking”, | said.

“Yes Mr. Sealy I'm calling from such and such ohdiléof Visa because we see here that you
have a balanced of $7000 and we are wanting to Kmow you are going to pay for that.”
This statement was both surprising and deeplyammtg to me.
| responded, “I'm not planning to pay for that beésa | don’t even have a visa card
let alone a $7000 balance on a visa card.”
That’s when the questions started. | can’t remerakactly all that they
asked me but I'm pretty sure it was along the liolesame, birthday,
address, etc.
| fully admit | foolishly gave them too much infoation because that
very easily could have been a scam, but by thd thifourth question
it became clear that they had the wrong MichaelySea
Can you believe that? There is more than one MicBaaly
living in the province of Ontario.
Once we figured that out | hung up the phone anvéme
heard from them again.
I’'m glad it all came to nothing and I'm glad | did
not fall victim to a scam, but | will tell you imat
moment | was deeply concerned.

[Most of us can likely relate to that. A momentaosituation that cause us deep concern. That
Is a situation the Apostle Paul finds himself insmveral occasions and our text this morning
1Thessalonians 2:17-3:%ells us about one of those occasions. He brisdsagk to a time

when he was forced to leave these believers astidres with us the great concern that had in
that circumstance. While there may have been retasbe concerned about himself and his
own situation, the concern that he shares in thss@ge in the concern he had for these
believers. That is something the bible talks gaitet about and it is something we should be
cultivating in our hearts as followers of Jesu$fiege verses show us three very important



lessons. They show us what creates concern ihearts for believers, what that concern
produces, and why the action produced by concemrasssary. First, let's look at what creates
this good and godly concern in our hearts. Vet§e20 show us that]..

Point #1 — Valuing believers creates concern for bevers. (2:17-20)
When we begin to wrap our hearts and minds arourat wmeans to be in Christ we
will have an interest in those that belong to Him.

Verses 17-18 express the Apostle Paul's deep desire to sebdievers in Thessalonica.
The words ‘we were torn away from you’ is a poweréminder to the church that when
Paul and his gospel coworkers left town it waswioat they wanted to do.
They left because enemies of the gospel had ‘satithhin an uproar’ according to
Acts 17:5 and because of that turmoil the beliegerg Paul and his companions
on to Berea.
The bible is silent on the details of how and wihgttdecision was arrived
at, but from what we know of Paul it is safe to Hagt they decided to leave
because they felt it served the highest good otliech and the cause of
the gospel.
Though it was the right decision it was neverthekesery difficult
decision.
Gene Green in his commentary on this verse sugtiests
picture of the original language is that of childiend parents
being separated from one another.

Just try to imagine for a moment being on a vaceiomewhere with your family and when
you get to the airport to fly home the police cand take you away from your kids and lock
everybody up in separate rooms.
I’m guessing if that happened the top priority ioe parents would be to see their kids
and | can only imagine that the kids are goingdsperately want to see mom and dad.
That is the level of concern Paul has for thesebeds and because they are so
imprinted upon his heart he has had an eager désseys here, to see them ‘face
to face’
He has wanted to come to them it says, “again gathd Commentators
think that phrase indicates he had made plansstbtkiem on more than one
occasion, but he says “Satan hindered us”.
How the devil does that he does not say, we sirkipbyv that our
great enemy wanted to keep him from these believers
Two question arise here.
Why is Paul so concerned for these people and whbyg d
the Devil what to throw a wrench into his plansée
them?
The answer is the same for both questici3-40)




This is so much more than saying something likeydht to see you because | miss you.”
| would suggest this is even much more than sayingant to see you because | care
deeply about you.”
This is, “I am deeply concerned about you becaosebging in Christ is an eternal
treasure.
He is looking ahead, as he often does in his kettethe Thessalonians, to
the coming of Jesus.
His reference to Jesus as ‘Lord’ here is significdhmeans that
Jesus is the ruler over all creation and everyomees under His
judgement and authority.
That is what Christ’'s coming is about! It is alicag to account
of everyone under His rule.

As the apostle looks ahead to that day his ‘hopetHfat day in wrapped up in these believers,
they will be his ‘joy’, they will be his ‘crown bbasting’ meaning his reward.
This kind of boasting is the only good kind of biag that is possible it is a boasting of
praise and worship to God for what He has doneutfitrahe ministry of the apostle to
bring these folks to faith.
What he is looking forward to the most about etgns that these people will be
with the LORD forever calling attention to His mialess grace and mercy because
they have believed the gospel that he had thelggieito preach.
The devil knows that and that is why he wantedinoér Paul, to
keep him from joy in the glory of Christ.
To say that he valued these people hardly doesgust what is
written here.

[Do you know what most people do with the thingsytiralue? They show concern for them.
Earlier this summer | was in a sailboat race arattaar boat crashed into my boat. I'm happy
to report there was no real damage but at the mbrneappened, | was very concerned
because even though my little boat isn’t worth mudtappen to like it very much.]

Can you relate to that?
It is interesting how we can become concerned aleoaporary things that one day will
come to nothing while at the same time be quitéfereént towards people purchased by
the blood of Christ.
Without a doubt we are called to be good stewafdaseated things.
Without a doubt we have the liberty to enjoy godts from the LORD.
But nothing in this present creation is headirig eternity.
There will be no hope, joy, or crown for us in niakthings.
It is people rather than things that we should @alu
particularly those who belong to Jesus, because in
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eternity we will be worshipping God for redeeming a
people to Himself through His One and only Son.

[Just take a moment and look around the room. \Wbabu see? If we only see a bunch of
strangers for which we feel little or no concehrert let us plead with God to have the Holy
Spirit open our hearts to the reality that thos€lmist are sons and daughters of the King.
These are people for whom Jesus died to the giarysograce. If we value one another like
that then we will be concerned for one anothertaatis going to do something else in us. We
see that in these next few verses, we see that...]

Point #2 — Concern for believers motivates the enacagement of believers. (3:1-3a)
When we have a desire for the wellbeing of ourhert and sisters in Christ we are
going want to build them up in their faith.

| want to call your attention in these first fewses of chapter three to what Paul does on
account of his great concern for these believeds @so to why he does it.
We see what he doesvarses 1-2a.
Again imagine a mom and dad locked up in airpactisgy in a foreign country
with their kids having been taken to another room.
How easy would it be to get to the place wherentben is saying, “I can'’t
take it anymore?”
If I were in that situation I'm pretty confidentdould get to that place
pretty quick.
No imagine there is a knock at the door and a rathiiendly
looking fellow comes in the door carrying a big qumd he says
to the dad, “If you want you can come with me teadhon
your children!”
Do you think the mom in that scenario is goingé¢o b
excited about being left alone?
Not at all, but most likely out of great concerm fo
her kids she is going to say to her husband, “Go!”

That is the sense of what Paul is talking abouther
He is not able to go personally, but he can senbthy.
Does he want to be left alone? No! Timothy hasen to be a very important
part of Paul’s ministry.
Additionally, it is the rare exception in the biMdere we see the people
serving the LORD all alone.
Just read 1Corithians 12 and Romans 12 and yoiseslithe
necessity of fellow believers in the church.
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Sending Timothy is less than ideal and the senseib¢hat it
Is costly to Paul, but his concern is so greatdys,s‘You go
Timothy.”

Because Timothy is both a ‘brother’ and ‘God’s cokes in the gospel’ he is well suited to the
task of going to these believers.
We ought not to take the word ‘coworker’ here teamsomehow Timothy is equal
partners with God or that God’s work would be ingbke without Timothy.
Commentators will tell you there is evidence in gaely manuscripts of NT that
this could be translated as ‘God’s servant’.
Coworker here is to be understood as the LORD rkwg through
Timothy as a chosen servant.
For the apostle Paul the mystery of divine sovertgignd human
responsibility is something to be delighted.
God has commanded us to serve, He empowers us/& aed
our service completely depends on Him. Could Hé& do
another way, absolutely, but He has chosen thisamaywe
should be putting our hands to the plow not sitbnghem.
The point is Timothy is the guy for the job. Wisathe
job? {erses 2a-3a)

He is going there to ‘establish’ these believers.
That word has the sense of strengthening something

[The image that comes to mind is a new plant. Haamy kids have grown a lima bean in a
cup? If you want that lima bean to grow into altmgawell established plant what do you need
to do? You need to take care of it, water it, feéeditrients, make sure it get sunlight, and
eventually transplant it into soil where its rogs®m can spread out to support the plant.]

Timothy’s task is to go and give these believeeswiater and light of the gospel so
that the roots of their faith will grow and sustémem.
He is also to ‘exhort’ them in their faith.
That is a great word in the original language, thra is often
connected to the work of the Holy Spirit.
It can mean to urge, encourage, or comfort.
Think of it like giving people convincing and joyfu
reasons to press on.
Pay careful attention to the fact that it says,
“establish and exhort you in your faith”.

The world’s idea these days of encouragementtlitgou about you!
That is a terribly idea and always leads to teerfiibces.
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Timothy was sent to these believers to encouragya thith the truth of who God
Is and what He has promised in His Son.
If our faith rests with us, that is a foundatiornsahd that will be swept away
by the wind and waves of life, but if our faith t&sn Christ then we can be
sure our feet are planted on immovable ground.

[As Paul is thinking of how precious these folks,if filled with concern. He has so much
concern that he is willing to endure the absendasobeloved co-worker Timothy so that he

can go and encourage them by telling them abougristness of Jesus. Are we doing that?
Can we do that? It is so important that we doatT®what we strive for week in and week out
from this pulpit. | hope that is happening in dlemes, and small groups, and bibles studies as
well. Why is that so important? Why must our cammcfor one another motivate us to
encourage one another? That is what is explamed tn the second part of verse three through
to verse five. Here Paul shows us that...]

Point #3 — Believers need encouragement becausdiefion is certain. (3:3b-5)
In one form or another things will come into theek of God’s people that present
challenges to faith. Because that it true we riiedalled to persevere in our trusting of

Christ.

Half way through verse 3 we see the importanelitbrd ‘For’.
This is why Paul out of great concern for the Thémsans sent Timothy to encourage
these believergVerses 3b-4)
A good theology of suffering has been somewhatingsis the theology of North
American Christianity for some time, but it wasyenuch present in the early
church.
Preachers who talk about the Christian faith addofavour and gain
simply ignore how Jesus Himself talked about follagvHim.
Jesus told people to ‘count the cost’, He told pedp ‘take up your
cross’, and He said that the world would hate thvaise decide to
follow Him.
Paul experienced that early on in his discipleghipney and it
seems clear from this passage that he was redlgnipvith
new believers about facing affliction on accountrdir faith.
The message of the cross is “Come and die to yiburse
come and endure all things for the sake of Chestahse
He is worth it.”
It is one thing to hear that and agree, it is quite
another to experience it.

[Just think of Jesus’ closest followers for a motmddow many times did Jesus tell them that
trials were on the horizon? They didn't get it they. At the last supper Jesus says to them,



“You are all going to fall away!” (Mark 14) Do ydinow what they said? They said, “No
way, even if we have to die we won't disown yolfow did that go?]

That is precisely what Paul is concerned with hém@ok with me averse 5.
In my early years as a believer | looked down andisciples for abandoning
Jesus.
| thought of them as cowards and | always imagimgdelf as standing
strong with the LORD.
Now, | think myself an utter fool for ever thinkjrsuch things.
| know that if left to my own devices, if left toymown strength
| would fail just like they did and most likely somuch greater
degree.
The temptation to quite on Jesus because thingsagé
or because things are not the way we want themnaala
temptation.
Notice also, the power behind that temptation is
‘the tempter’ almost certainly another reference to
Satan and the forces under his control.

It is always important to remind ourselves that de®il and his demons are finite creatures
whose power cannot compare with that of the liviay.
It is equally important to remind ourselves tha power far exceeds our own and the
only shield that can protect us from his fiery arsas ‘the shield of faith’.
If we give that up all is lost.
That is Paul’s fear for these believers, that theyld stop believing and
prove his labour among them to be vanity/emptyfewtive.
Of course when people hear verses like this thky“B®es that mean
| can lose my salvation?”
The answer to that question is no, but that ismieng question
to ask of this text.
The write question to ask is, “Can a person bedaaet
from faith in Christ?”
The emphatic answer of the New Testament is,
“No!”

Listen to this very carefully, “Saving faith is gewering faith!”
How do we persevere in faith? | like the way oneggher puts it, he says, “God causes
us to persevere but enabling us to do persevdringd.”
One of the persevering things we need is encoaragefrom fellow believers.
When Satan is tempting us to quite in the middtiaF, we don’t need to tell
one another about how good and wonderful we are.n®eéd to tell each
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other that our Saviour has paid our debt, He hagwered the grave, He has
sent the Holy Spirit, and He is holding on to us!
That is true for believers in places like ChinanlrSomalia, North
Korea, and alike.
It is true is the school yard, it is true in thespbal room, it is
true in the court room, the house of commons, gwaere else
where the tempter would have us believe it is nmtthvit.
In all of those places we need to be encouragétkin
strength, wisdom, and glory of our great God.

What are we concerned about this morning brothexs sisters?
There are lots of worldly things to be anxious gwert none of those things will last and
Jesus very clearly tells us to not worry about ghafgs.
Instead the bible tells us to direct our concdsewhere.
It tells us to be concerned for one anothere e?
If we can see the value of what it means to be bowigth the
precious blood of Christ, then we will be concerned
If we are concerned for one another we will seeértoourage
one another.
We will encourage one another because we will know
how desperately we need to be reminded of thegsiohe
faith in Christ in the face of things that seekltaw us
away from Him.

Do you know the hymn, “I love to tell the story?”
It says, “I love to tell the story! Twill be myéme in glory—to tell the old, old story of
Jesus and His love.”
That is what we need to hear in the face of tmal gemptation.
May we treasure one another enough to encouragarmiker in the
Saviour’s love.




