Jesus Is Coming
1Thessalonians 4:13-18

If you leaf through a hymn book one of the namasyibu will find more often than others is

Isaac Watts.

He wrote hundreds of hymns many of which are stifig today even though they were

written nearly three hundred years ago.

How many of you know “When | survey the Wondroue$a”, or how about “Our

God, our help in ages past”.

Those are great hymns but likely his most famous) g all time is a
Christmas song that in not a Christmas song.
What | mean by that is we sing it at Christmas tbueit is not about
Jesus being born in Bethlehem nearly 2000 yearst agabout Jesus
coming back to earth in the future.
Who knows the Hymn I'm talking about?
It is Joy to the World.

Listen to the lyrics of Joy To the World,

Verse 1

Joy to the world the Lord is come

Let earth receive her King

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room

And heav'n and nature sing

And heav'n and nature sing

And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing

Verse 2

Joy to the earth the Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods

Rocks hills and plains

Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat repeat the sounding joy

Verse 3

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found

Far as the curse is found

Far as far as the curse is found

Verse 4

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness

And wonders of His love

And wonders of His love

And wonders wonders of His love

[Itis a great song. Itis a song that remindsfushy we can hope as we live in this broken
world. We can have hope because Jesus is comvifigle it is not technically a Christmas

song it is very good to sing it at Christmas beeahsg only reason the coming of Christ that we
are looking forward to can be a joyful occasionusris because Jesus was born in Bethlehem
to be our Saviour. Because He came His cominghagaur hope. That is the subject of our
text this mornindL Thessalonians 4:13-18Turn there in your bibles if you would and let’s
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look together at what the LORD has for us in the=mses. | want to call our attention to two
glorious truths God has for us in this text. Fysive see here that...]

Point #1 — Trusting in Jesus provides real hope. @fses 13-14)
The Christian faith is built on the historical néabf the person and work of Christ and

therefore is an absolute certainty.

The apostle Paul shares something of his hearthi®Thessalonian believersvarse 13.
We are reminded here that Paul thinks of felloVielers like they are family.
These people and all believers on account of faitbhrist are sons and daughters
of God.
We are bound to one another by the Holy Spirit mglaur hearts alive and
giving us a love for the LORD and for one another.
That is the kind of affection that Paul feels fes tellow brothers and
sisters in Christ and it is out of that affectibiathe has this desire for
them to know what God wants them to know.
In this passage he wants believers to know abbasé who are
asleep’.
It quickly becomes clear in this passage that Wkeat
means by sleep is death.

It is almost certain that when Paul had first trlied to Thessalonica he taught them about the
hope of Jesus’ resurrection and His return.
They likely knew the big picture of the hope of thespel, but as this new church was
living life in this broken world some questions wdreing raised.
It is highly likely that between the time Paul wam away from this church and
the time he is writing this letter some peopleha thurch had died.
As these new Christians began to deal with thathars and sisters in
Christ passing away the question confféghat happens to them since they
have died before Jesus has returned?”
That is the question that is answered in this text.
Paul wants to show them and us that the Chrisadh bffers
something that no other worldview, religion, orlpeophy can
give, and that is genuine hope in the face of death

Notice here that Christians will still experienceed as we deal with death.
Jesus’ shed tears at the death of His friend beadesth is a terrible thing.
When a person dies his soul is separated fromddyg and he is no longer present
on the earth and that happens because of humahaelagainst God (what we
call sin).
Because that is true, death is always bad angdneething to be grieved,
but for the Christian the sorrow of death is falthe light of hope.




Why do we have hopeVYerse 14

We can look to a future beyond the grave with ashakable expectation because we are
trusting in the death of Christ.
Why is that important? Because Jesus died in lagep He took the punishment that our
sins deserve.
His sacrifice does not automatically get applieéveryone. In order for Jesus’
work to mean something for you and me we need taitatiat we have broken
God’s laws and put our faith in Christ’s work or ttross on our behalf.
When we do that His work gets applied to us. Gns are dealt with at the
cross and His perfect God pleasing life gets ceeldid us and we are
declared right with God.
That can happen because Jesus died.

Now, if all Jesus did was die following Him woulkeljbst as hopeless as any other religion.
It also says here that He ‘rose again’.
That brothers and sisters changed everything.
If Jesus really did conquer the grave then our hebailt on an
unchangeable historical reality concerning a pevgoo can actually did
something about the problem of death.
That is real hope.

There are two parts to this hope.
The first part is what happens to brothers anersisn Christ the moment the die?
Notice it says here in the second part of versthay “God will bring with Him
[that is Jesus] those who have fallen asleep”.
If God is going to bring them with Jesus the imation is that they are with
Jesus now.
Philippians 1:21-23learly shows that when the body of a believer
ceases to live, the soul of the believer is presaht Christ.
That is good news. It is certainly an important paour hope
as Christians but the hope of the church is somegtimore than
that.

The hope that he is pointing them to concerningotio¢hers and sisters who have fallen asleep
IS something greater than their souls being witbudein heaven.
The hope here is that those brothers and sistergaang to be brought with Jesus when
He comes.
How do we know Jesus is coming back? We know Hemsing back because He
rose from the dead.
There are many arguments that can be made forutieaf Christianity and
they are all helpful and good, but we don’t neeldrtow anything else
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beyond the fact that Jesus really died and rea#lg from the dead to know
that He is the way the truth and the life and tlmbne comes to the Father
except through Him.

[How many of you are familiar with the ‘Water Gasgandal under president Richard Nixon?
One of Nixon’s advisors was a man named Chuck @olgw was convicted and served a short
time in prison for his role in the attempted coupr That whole experience led to his
conversion to Christianity. Here is what he sdidud the resurrection of Jesus, he sdid, “
know the resurrection is a fact, and Watergate ptbit to me. How? Because 12 men testified
they had seen Jesus raised from the dead, therptbelaimed that truth for 40 years, never
once denying it. Every one was beaten, torturemhest and put in prison. They would not have
endured that if it weren't true. Watergate embrile of the most powerful men in the world-
and they couldn't keep a lie for three weeks. eaelling me 12 apostles could keep a lie for
40 years? Absolutely impossiblg.”
He is exactly right the way he frames the questibhe witness of the New Testament
leaves us only two possibilities, either the agss#re liars or Jesus really did conquer
death and ascend into heaven.
Would the apostle Paul really trade all the wealthwer, and privilege to suffer
and die for Jesus’ sake if he was lying about lipmet the Risen Christ?
To my mind there is only one reasonable concluaimhthat is Jesus really
died and he really conquered the grave which miros® in Christ have
real hope in the face of death.

[Part of that hope is being with Jesus when degplmstes our souls from our bodies, but this
passage takes us further than that. We mustdiggunst the temptation of thinking that escape
from this world is our hope as Christians. Thantabty, | believe, focuses our attention on us
and will therefore lead us to think wrongly aboutat/the bible teaches us on this subject. The
hope that Paul is focused on here is focused oistGd His coming back to earth to visibly
reign over a renewed creation forever. What the fesv verses of the passage show us is
that...]

Point #2 — Jesus’ return in glory and power is théope of the church. (Verses 15-18)
Christ will come for all to see and will put evesgemy under His feet to the eternal
glory of God in which all His people will delighbrfever.

When we come to the Bible it is really importamit thve come as hearers.
What | mean by that is we must come trying to lveaait the Bible has to say rather than
trying to get the Bible to fit what we already tkin
Let’s just try to set aside what we think we kndvoat these verses a do our best
to listen to them.
As Paul continues to talk about what will happebabevers who die before
Jesus returns, he says thiverse 15.
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“A word from the LORD” probably means somethingeditly spoken
by the Jesus.
Some scholars think this is a reference to Matt2éwand
others think this is something Jesus spoke to omaooe of the
apostles about that is not recorded in the gospels.
Whatever the case this is what Jesus wants thelthor
know about His coming.
He wants the church to know that those living at
the time of His return will not (that is emphatic i
the Greek) go before those who have died.

That strongly suggests that one of their concesnshfose who have died is that they would
miss out on Jesus’ return is some way.
The Word from Jesus is that those who are stith¢jwvill not be placed ahead of those
who have died.
Verses 16-17%&xplain why.
That Jesus descends is no surprise to anyone damvith Jesus’ ascending
into heaven.
Luke records that scene for us in Acts chapter 1.
When Jesus had finished speaking to His discigleays, “He
was lifted up, and a cloud took Him out of theglgi”
The disciples are left their staring up at the akg two
men in white robes (presumably angels) said to them
“Mean of Galilee why do you stand looking into hea?
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heawiéin,
come in the same way as you saw Him go into heaven.

He will return as He left and when He comes, itss&ie will come with a “cry of command”.
Does that sound like something quiet or sometlung?
How many kids have been playing outside with a burfdriends and a parent or
teacher wants to get your attention?
Do they whisper or shout? They shout right?
That is what this word ‘cry’ means. It means towtreally loudly so
everyone can hear.
This shout happens, it says, “with the voice oaethangel”
An archangel is an angel that is in charge oéioéimgels.
There is only one angel named in the bible who is
called an ‘archangel’ anybody know who that is?
He is named in Jude 1:9, his name is
Michael.
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Think of an angel giving commands to thousands tipamsands of angels, do you think he
would have a quiet voice or a loud booming voice?
Lastly there is the sound of the trumpet of God.
Trumpets have been used for thousands of ye@et joeople’s attention.
You can read about the trumpet of God in Exodus/ti€re the LORD
descends upon Mount Sinai to speak to the peopkranl.
Guess what? Itis a very loud trumpet.

[When | was a teenager in youth group we usedayp algame called capture the flag. Have
any kids here ever played that game? It is exdik#yit sounds. Each team had a flag and the
idea was to capture the other team'’s flag andmetuo your own home base without getting
caught. The best way to win that game was to sapaln the other team and grab the flag
without them noticing. There was no shouting, leottes, or trumpets in that game. Now
how many kids have been to a parade? At a panade is all kinds of shouting and music and
noise because the people in the parade want evetgdmow that the parade is happening.]

Now kids, when you hear about Jesus coming wittryaof command, with the
voice of an archangel, and with the sound of thmfret of God does it sound
more like capture the flag or a parade?

This is the coming of the King of kings for allhear and see.

Commentator Gene Green lays out the historicalextrfor these verses which clearly shows
that is exactly how the Thessalonians or anyonelelsrg in the Roman world at the time
would have heard this.
The word used in verse 16 which we translate amiicQ’ was used to describe a high
ranking official or even the emperor himself comtoa city.
His arrival would be marked by a loud announcenehe city, a trumpet blast,
and a delegation going out from the city to megt Bnd he proceeds into the city.
In fact the word translated ‘too meet’ in versed @lways associated with
this kind of delegation joining the official entegi the city.
They would not have heard this as a secret cormdgaamysterious
disappearance of a whole bunch of people from dinin e
They would have heard this as Jesus calling theebad those
who have died in Him to Himself so that their soutsch are
coming with Him would be joined with their resurred and
restored bodies and then living believers would joie LORD
in the air having their bodies transformed as desdrin 1
Corinthians 15 so that all of God’s people couid ja the
triumphant arrival of King Jesus to visibly ruleamall of
creation forever.
That brothers and sisters is the hope of the churte
face of death.
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Not that the church is taken out of the world, but
that every believer will join in the coming of
Christ to earth where He will conquer every enemy
even death itself.

Verse 18.

This is the encouragement believers need as wel@droken world and have to deal with the
grief of death.
This is the encouragement that is needed for ket a hospital room and a funeral
home.
This is the encouragement that is needed in Nigkaa, North Korea, China, and
many other places around the world where Chrisaadeing severely
persecuted.
We need to know that God by His grace and powdrkeep every believer
in Christ through every trial.
We need to know that all that die in Christ hawartBouls brought to
be with Jesus in heaven until He comes.
And when He comes He will bring those souls, résedead,
transform the living and reign victoriously foreeerd all of
His people with enjoy living in the light of Hisaty body and
soul for all eternity.
This is a glorious hope.
Be encouraged brothers and sisters, Jesus is
coming.




