Truly In Christ
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4

Every now and again | imagine what it would haverbkke to live hundreds of years ago.
Whenever | do that | usually think about two giees.
| ask myself, “How would everyday life be diffet@”
| think about indoor plumbing and hot water tank
Honestly, how amazing is it that we can walk owea faucet turn
it on and get hot water out of it?
In think about my natural gas stove, my microwaare]
my toaster oven.
| think about my furnace and how it comes on
automatically to maintain a comfortable temperature
in my house.
When [ start to think about things like that |
think, “Man if you dropped me three hundred
years in the past | would have a tough time
making it.”

Then I think, “If | was born in that time periodMould be accustomed to those things and
would probably get along about as good as evergge in that time period” which leads
me to ask another question, “What would | do fgola?”
Electrician is obviously not an option. Doubtfukbuld have had the opportunity to
get enough education for pastoral ministry.
Since | struggle to grow grass, | think | woukkly fail as a farmer.
After thinking about a number of different variablesettled on
blacksmith as a realistic job that | would probadhyjoy.
I've never had the opportunity to try it for mysblit | have
watched it both in person and on TV and | findxiremely
fascinating.
Of course it is far more complex than this, butshmeple
picture of blacksmithing is taking a chunk of metedating
up to a very high temperature and reshaping thédlme
through a process of hammering and heating.
After the desired shape is arrived at, the metal is
cooled in something called ‘the quench’ which
makes the steel strong for the task it has beeremad
for.

When that is finished and the metal is polished slratpened and ready to use.
After that the skill of the blacksmith is the lgjgestion that remains.
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How do you know that the sword or axe or whatetvBappens to be is any
good?
That is a question we ask of many things in life
How do | know something is real or of good dfy&l
It is a good question and it is a question theeoddks all
the time about belonging to Jesus.

[How do we know whether or not we are truly in Gk?i As we continue our journey
through the letters to a church in the city Themsah we have come to the second half of
that journey, the book of 2 Thessalonians. Infitisé letter Paul had expressed concern for
how these believers were holding up in a difficiitation and as he writes to them a
second time the situation remains challenging yalsa least. In these opening four verses
of 2 Thessalonians, Paul expresses a great deahfiience that these believers truly
belong to the LORD and so what he writes here ti,emely helpful for us in examining

our own experience of faith. He tells them thmapartant truths about being in Christ. He
tells them first of all that...]

Point #1 — A believer is united with Christ by recerzing what only God can give. (1-2)
It is possible to be blind to our spiritual needsd & is also possible to try and meet
those needs with things that don’t really work.nf@one who really knows the
LORD both knows his/her need and knows that oréylt&RD can provide for our
deepest needs.

Listen to how this letter opensvarse 1.
This introduction is very similar to that of thesti letter the apostle wrote to these
believers.
The authors are the same, the recipients are the, sad God the Father and
Jesus are mentioned in the opening of both letters.
In 1 Thessalonians 1:1 he says of those that betotige church that
they are “..in God the Father and the LORD Jesus Christ.”
What does it mean to be ‘in God and Christ'?
Based on how Jesus describes it to His discipléshm 14,
we should think of it as belonging to God and hguimat
belonging define everything about us.
Here in 2 Thessalonians we are given a bit more of
what that means.

Instead of saying believers are ‘in God the Fathke writes that Christians are ‘in God
our Father.’
As commentator Gene Green suggests, this is sagimgthing more than God is our

creator and sustainer.
This is pointing to the closeness of relationghgt believers have with God.
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Just as there is a Father & Son relationship betWas the Father and
the LORD Jesus, so too there is a Father & chltiomship between
God the Father and those that are in Christ.
While we can never be a part of the being and raitiGod like
Christ is in His Divinity, but we can share in taection and
devotion that the Father has for Jesus in His hitsnan
This is the basis of our unity with one anothewad. God
Is more than my father or your father he is oundatand
that makes us brothers and sisters.

How does that happenVerse 2 tells us.
We also find the words ‘Grace and peace’ in thenopeof 1 Thessalonians, but
here the apostle adds the words ‘from God our Fathé the LORD Jesus Christ'.
That says something very important about how weive grace and peace.
It comes from God through Jesus.
| will admit that it is possible for people to beagious towards
one another and possible for us to make peaceodnal t
peaceable towards one another, but whatever cgpaeimay
have for grace and peace in and of ourselvesféllshort of our
greatest need.
If we extend grace towards one another it is surely
wonderful, but we have no power or authority torfanence
judgement or absolve one another in an ultimateesen
God alone can extend that kind of grace.

If people stop fighting with each other it may héwe appearance of something good, but
apart from peace with God it will be both temporand hollow.
Peace biblically speaking means wholeness of bdingeans knowing satisfaction,
contentment, and fullness of meaning and purposigeinleepest parts of our souls.
We can’t get that from one another or any credtedyf that only comes from
the LORD.
The grace and peace that this verse is talkingtaiauonly come from
God through Jesus because only Jesus has madefarwayto be justly
forgiven for all the things that make us God’s ergam

[A while back we bought a used Honda Odyssey. Wéihfor maybe a week and many of
the electronics started going haywire. We toddaitk to the Ford dealership we got it from
and they said it was a battery. They put in a hattery and a few days later the same
thing happened. | brought it back again and tlaey ¥ was the battery. | said, “you just
put in a new battery.” They said, “Yes the probiernt wasn't a Honda battery!” Put the
Honda battery in and it's been fine ever sinceer€éhwas no other option.]
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That is the idea here! The only difference beimmpéth doesn’t have to make their
cars to work with only a Honda battery.
There are no other options with genuine gracepaade.
God is the only Being that exists in and of Himself
It is impossible to change our need of God for megaand
purpose in life.
Creating a world where creatures have no neeccdator
is logically impossible.
Creating a world without moral law is impossible fo
a God whose very nature is just and right.
If or when that moral law is violated like it has
been in this present world the need of
sovereign grace for restoration is unavoidable.

[We our united with Christ on the basis of what ®ad done. When we say that Jesus is
the only way, we are saying something a bit moaa tBod has only provided one way to
be united with Him. We are saying only one wagusn possible. Being in Christ is a gift
from God that can only come from God. Here is@gd lesson...]

Point #2 —A believer is united with Christ by expeiencing what only God can do. (3)
When we see the fruit of being born again in ougdiwe are seeing the work of the

LORD first hand.

Verse 3a reminds us of a theme in the life and ministri7afdl.
We find similar statements in a number of New Testiat books written by the
apostle Paul.
It was his constant and common habit to give thdoktose who believed
the gospel through his preaching ministry and th@stmny of others.
This verse | think offers us a valuable insighbinthy he so often is
giving thanks for believers like this.
The word ‘ought’ is important. It is a word thatremunicates an
obligation.
It has the sense of something that is owed.
That is emphasized in the phrase ‘as is’right

The word translated ‘right’ there means worthy @sdrving or fitting.
Putting those two ideas together the picture treget here is that there is a moral
obligation to thank God for His work among theskdwers because that’s what His
work deserves.
It is important to say that obligation and willmgss go together here.
If you are like me you may think of things that yioave to do as things
that you most often would rather not do.
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How many kids here are excited when your parertyas to do
chores around the house? You think to yourselfrtMhank
you asking me to do the dishes, it is my sincetigole’

We would be reading this totally wrong if we sas W#erse like that.
This is much more like seeing a glorious sunséamascape.
When we look out on the Rocky Mountains or seeautill sunset on the
ocean it is our obligation to say, “Wow, God is amg!”
That is the only right thing to say, but sayingampletes our delight
rather than diminishing it.
That’s what is going on here. Let’s look at thasen for
fulfilling this joyful obligation of thanksgiving(Verse 3)

Wait a minute here. He is thanking God for themwing faith and their increasing love
they have for on another.
God is not believing for them and they are the daebng and acting on the
affection for one another so why is he thanking %od
It is true they are doing the believing and lovibgt the question we have to
ask here is why?
This is what theologians call the work of regetiera
It is what Jesus called being ‘born again’ ind@h
It is what Paul describes in Ephesians two as tbegss of
going from being dead in our sins to alive in Chris
Their faith and love are clear and powerful pieaes
evidence that the LORD is at work in them.

[Paul in 1 Corinthians 3 uses the picture of a seatescribe the work of the gospel. He
says one preacher of the gospel is like someonepldmbs a seed and another preacher is
like someone who waters the seed, but he says, {fivesd the growth.” | admit there is a
bit of a mystery there between the Work of God tredwork of people but the lesson is
crystal clear and that is it all ultimately depewnasGod.]

You can have the best preaching ever, you can &atlee books, and arguments for
faith there are and each one is important but tihe r@ason any of it works to bring
people to faith is because God makes it work.
No one else can open our eyes to the truth anche@lse can stir our hearts to
believe.
If we are in Christ this morning it is because Gad done something in
our lives that only He can do!
If we are growing in faith it is because God is @& working in
His people and when we are growing in faith ‘aletgraces
grow proportionally’ as Matthew Henry has said.



[If we ask ourselves this morning, “Are we growingour faith?” What would the answer
be? “If we ask ourselves this morning, “Are wewirg in our affection for one another?"
What would the answer be? If the answer is yes W have a really powerful piece of
evidence that we are in Christ because we are iexjparg God'’s gracious work in our
hearts and minds. Here is one more truth abougheiChrist. This is one the Bible talks
about regularly and in incredibly important fortasconsider. The lesson is that...]

Point #3 — A believer’s union with Christ is proventrue over time. (4)
When we truly belong to the LORD and feel in ouatte that there is no one better
than Jesus and nothing can compare with Him, wemevgo of trusting in Him.

Look with me at the beginning of vers¢\erse 4a stop a ‘God)
Usually when we hear the word ‘boasting’ we thatdout it negatively.
Quick show of hands, how many people like it whéreopeople a bragging
about how great they are?
Nobody likes that, especially people who do afdtragging.
That is because when people do that they are makiexything
all about them and even though in our sin naturéowe to do
that, we know it is wrong.
Besides being wrong it is also hollow and disapiogn It
has been my consistent experience that people veho a
always talking about their own greatness are uguall
miserable.
The kind of ‘boasting’ the apostle and his co-waoske
are doing is very different than that.

The word ‘therefore’ at the beginning of the vetiedés us that the ground for this
‘boasting’ is what was said in verse 3.
That means that what they are making much of irckthueches is God’s work in the
lives of the Thessalonian believers.
Why would they do that? He tells us in the rdsterse 4.
From the earliest days of this church being esthbll they had trouble.
Paul’s preaching of the gospel caused a rittercity.
Believers were attacked in their homes and drapgéate
the city officials and charged with treason agaihst
Roman Empire.
On account of all the trouble the Church made the
decision to send Paul and Silas on to the next city

He did not want to leave and being torn away frbese new believers caused him great
concern for how they would make out after he hd le
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If we were to evaluate the odds of these beliegensinuing on in the faith based on
worldly wisdom I'm sure the outlook would be ratheak.
Instead of falling away, the opposite has happgethey have grown.
They have remained steadfast in persecution arydatteeenduring in
their affliction.
Why? Because the work of salvation by faith ini€trailone is a
work of God and God does not falil.
Paul's boasting here has nothing to do with hovagaa
evangelist he is.
Even though he is boasting about what is happening
with these believers, they are not the ground ef th
boasting in and of themselves.
If that were the case it would make no sense to
be thanking God for what is happening.
His boasting is that God has truly united
these people with Christ, they really
belong to Him and as they continue to
endure that becomes more and more
evident.

[Let’s return for a moment to the picture of blackhing. Has anyone ever heard of a
Viking sword called the Ulfberht? It was a spestabrd known for being lighter, more
flexible, and stronger than comparable swordssdfimhe. It was unique because the
process used to make the steel was far superiecaude of its reputation people made
knock offs that they tried to pass off and the geathing. When the imitation was first
made it looked almost identical to the genuine slwbut on the battlefield it would fail.
Time and use would show weather or not you ownedehl deal.]

It is very much the same thing with being unitathvChrist.
Why is Paul boasting about the Thessalonians? tsying to make the other
churches feel guilty?
“Why can’t you guys be more like the Thessalontdns
Not at all. He is sharing the news of what Goddsg to
encourage believers.
The same God who is growing the faith of these <Tilans
in the midst of trial, is the same God Who is atknio

you.
Just as He is keeping them through hardship so too

He will keep you.

Every Christian should have a desire to examinenedves to see if we are in the faith
according to 2 Corinthians 13:5.




In fact | am convinced that concern for the cowditof one’s soul is one of the
means the Holy Spirit uses to produce assurangerifives.
In order for us to have that kind of assurance a&drto make sure that we are
looking to the LORD for what only He can give.
As Robert Thomas says concerning this text, “Gadtisately the only
source of grace and peace” and so we must lookno H
If we can look at our lives and see that we arevgrg in our
faith and understanding. If we can look at seéweare
growing in our love for one another then we carcdrafident in
our salvation because only God can make that hagpbe
hearts of sinners like us.
If we can look at our lives and see a steady olbediever
a long period of time and especially through tien we
can be confident that we are in Christ and we @an b
confident that He will keep us to the end.
That is what it looks like to be truly in Christdan
brothers and sisters there is no better place.to be



