
Esther 1:19-3:15 - The Foolishness of Sin  

Exegetical Big Idea: God displays his sovereignty for his glory amidst sinful desires and actions.  

Homiletical Big Idea: Sin isn’t something to flirt with, it’s something to flee from.  

Fallen Condition Focus: We underestimate the destructive nature of sin when we are too complacent 

with it. We too often allow it to dwell in our hearts instead of working to rid ourselves of it.  

 

Background: 

 Like any good story, there is foreshadowing and set up. We can clearly see the hand of God in 

these chapters to bring about his glory in the salvation of his people. But we can also see that although 

humanity works against God constantly, God’s plans are not thwarted by sin. And if we look at these 

verses today, we see that sin is alive and well in the characters.  

These chapter offer us a bit of a study on the sinful nature of human beings. Every step along the way, 

the characters are either flirting with win or outright giving into sinful desires.  

We can learn from the characters here. We don’t want to emulate them, but we can learn from them. I 

think we see today that: 

Sin isn’t something to flirt with, it’s something to flee from. 

Pray: 

Intro: I remember seeing Jurassic Park for the first time when I was a kid. It was in a drive in movie 

theatre with my family. Of course since then I’ve watched it so many times, and all the sequels to it. If 

you haven’t seen it by now, I’m about to spoil it but really it’s been out for decades so it’s not my fault. 

So there’s this scientist who has found some dinosaur DNA and he’s made a whole lot of clones of 

dinosaurs on this Island. And he invites some scientists and other people to the Island to have a look. 

Well when you first see the dinosaurs it’s really magnificent, they’re these calm and tame creatures that 

can be pet and held. There’s a scene of one hatching from an egg and all cute looking. Well, all seems to 

be going according to plan until a storm hits the Island and they lose power. All of a sudden, the 

dinosaurs aren’t cute and tame and under control any more. They break out and do what dinosaurs do 

best, eat people.   

Point: That movie is a decent picture of how we too often approach sin. We think of it as no big deal, or 

kind of cool, or controllable. It’s only when things get out of control do we realize that sin has come to 

do what it does best, destroy people.  

We need a healthy dose of reality when it comes to sin. We need to understand it, biblically, in order to 

see our need for Christ, and the joy of obedience.  

We see a bit of a study of sin in these verses in Esther.  

Sin isn’t something to flirt with, it’s something to flee from. 

 



Sin seems like an easy and quick fix often, but it’s never innocent. (VV. 19-23) 

 Mordecai in a position to judge cases. Likely that Esther promoted him to this position. Haman 

get upset in chapter 5, angered that Mordecai hold this position. It is significant that he has this position, 

even if we’re not exactly sure how he got there or what it is.  

 These 2 (Bigthana and Teresh) are said to guard the doorway. This likely would have been the 

doorway to the royal apartment, a very good opportunity to assassinate the king.  

 Mordecai uncovers the plot, reveals it to Esther, who in turn tells the king. When it is 

investigated and turned out to be true, justice is served, the incident recorded, and Mordecai never 

even gets a thank-you from the king.  

So here’s the tricky part in this. If you really think about these two guys who are trying to assassinate 

their king, can you sympathize with them a bit? Now to be clear, I am in no way saying I can sympathize 

with assassination, absolutely not. But think of their situation. They are not a democracy, they are a 

brutal dictatorship without any way forward for change. This king has acted rashly and immorally. You 

never know if it will be a good day or bad day for the king. They are in a tricky situation looking for a way 

out. And on top of it all, they are in a perfect spot to do something about it because they guard the door 

to his personal apartment.  

Let’s be honest, how many times have we been in situations that seem like they could be solved just by 

a little bit of sin. Just a little lie or something like that. If you’re anything like me, those come up from 

time to time. 

We tend not to think of those situations as a big deal. We tend to think that those sins aren’t as bad as 

others. Now the consequence may not be felt as hard as the sin of murder let’s say, but they are 

nonetheless utter rebellion against God. In the case of these men, their judgement happened right 

away, but in many other cases, they would come to light until we stand before Christ.  

[how easy would it have been for Jesus to turn a stone into a loaf of bread? Nobody is around. Nobody 

would know. Nobody would get hurt. But Jesus demonstrates the foolishness of this type of thinking. But 

think of the consequences of what would have happened if Jesus would have done that. If he had done 

that, then we wouldn’t have a perfect saviour. In fact since he’s not perfect, we wouldn’t have a saviour 

at all. And if we don’t have a saviour, we have no hope and are all damned to hell for eternity.] 

Thank God that Jesus fleed from sin rather than flirt with it. Now in his divinity it was sure that he would 

not sin, but he was nonetheless tempted in his humanity.  

Sin seems like a good idea at the time doesn’t it? But how foolish it really is.  

Sin isn’t something to flirt with, it’s something to flee from. 

God’s people ,sadly, are not immune to the temptation to sin. (VV. 1-4) 

The house of Saul and the house of Agag have a bit of a history here. Read 1 Samuel 15. Saul is sent to 

totally destroy the Amalekites, but Saul spares Agag their king, and it comes back to bite him. Samuel 

shows up and chastises Saul for disobeying the LORD. Samuel rights this wrong and put Agag to death, 

but it’s this chapter that we read that the kingship of Saul will not continue, and that he’ll be replaced 

with David and his line.  



 Could this be why Mordecai refuses to honour him? Because he’s bitter still about history? Very 

well could be. Mordecai’s ancestor gave in and failed to be victorious over Agag, but Mordecai would 

not make that same mistake. Mordecai would right the wrongs of history.  

 Could be too that the command of Xerxes to pay Haman honours points to the possibility that 

Haman as a person was not well respected. I mean, I could see why. His response to not being honoured 

is nothing short of genocide. That doesn’t sound like the lifestyle of a person worthy of being honoured.  

 Either way, Mordecai refuses to give him honour. Now, it could also be argued that the 

command was something along the lines of bowing down to Haman in a way that should only be done 

to God, but as tempting as that is to draw that conclusion, it really doesn’t look like that’s what’s going 

on here.  

It honestly just looks like Mordecai is being stubborn and prideful, and it’s going to get him into trouble. 

Looked at like this, and I think this is likely the case, isn’t Mordecai kind of responsible for the possibility 

of the Jews being annihilated?  

How important it is for God’s people to be both shrewd and innocent.   

How easy it is to get sucked into the sin of the culture around us.  

[Remember those Where’s Waldo books? I used to really like them when I was younger. You could spend 

a long time on each page searching for Waldo hidden among the busyness of each page. Ever notice that 

once you find him, you can’t “unfind” him? He’s always wearing a distinct white and red striped shirt 

with a hat and can. Once you know where he is, no matter how long it took you to find him, you can 

always flip back to the page later and instantly find him again. Now imagine if you had a Where’s Waldo 

book and the first page told you that Waldo in this book just looked like everyone else. Well, that would 

be impossible to find!] 

We need to be reminded over and over again that we live in this world, but we are not to be a part of it. 

Waldo is so good at living in the environment of each page in a shrewd way, but he never looks like 

those around him.  

We need to navigate the maze of ministry to a broken world without become stained by its sin. 

Galatians 6:1 says that we are to help out those caught in sin, but be careful or we’ll be tempted as well. 

Well this isn’t easy is it, but here’s the key to it.  

The key isn’t just avoiding sin, it’s tasting the goodness of joyful obedience. It’s about replacing the 

desire for sin with the desire for Jesus. It’s a life-long process, but it’s necessary for every believer.  

Sin isn’t something to flirt with, it’s something to flee from. 

 

Sin leads people down a dark path (VV. 5-9)  

Verse 5 tells us that when Haman was made aware that Mordecai wouldn’t give him honour he was 

enraged.  

Look at the progression: He’s enraged with Mordecai. He wants to kill Mordecai. He then moves to 

wanted to kill all of Mordecai’s people. He then puts evil desires into evil plans. He then puts evil plans 



into evil actions by going to the king to make it official. And finally he’s willing to give up a fortune to 

satisfy his evil motives. I did the math on all that silver. It’s just under 200 million dollars’ worth of silver. 

That’s literally a fortune. And what drives him to give up that much money? Sin. His sinful anger at one 

person that has lead him to put into motion the extinction of an entire people group! 

I mean, look at these steps! He’s in no way satisfied with a little bit of revenge, he wants ultimate 

revenge. Haman could have easily just gone to the king privately and said “hey king, there is a man who 

refuses to obey you, are you going to let that happen?” And you know what, Mordecai probably would 

have deserved it, but he doesn’t do that does he. He lets his evil anger drive him to more sin, because 

sin clouds good judgement and just makes us plan fools.  

I’m often shocked to hear when pastors or churches or denominations announce big things like they no 

longer believe in the Scriptures, or they have fallen in line with the changing morality of the day. But you 

know, if you take a look at all of these situations, It’s never a case of waking up in the morning and 

deciding you are going to reject biblical Christianity. It doesn’t happen overnight.  

[Let’s just take a second and look at king Solomon. At the start of his reign, he administered justice and 

built God’s temple, received wisdom from God and ruled well. And then, sin creeped in. He married a 

few women, probably to form alliances with other nations. After all, that’s what kings did. How could 

that hurt? Surely it would only help the kingdom. And really, he’s still the king right? He gets to make all 

the decisions, it’s not like his wives could start to tell him what to do. But wife after wife, he started to 

slip. Soon he had over 700 wives and concubines. How did he get there? one sinful decision at a time.] 

Churches who start down that path unless corrected, desire for more rebellion against God. Masked as 

righteousness of course, but we will call it what it is, a desire to rebel against the Creator who has 

ordered all things and to whom we belong and must give an account.  

Allowing little sins to fester, leads to growing desire of bigger sins.  

You know where ultimately this path of sin leads? Hell. There isn’t a single soul in hell who is repentant 

of their sin. Hell is filled with souls so enraged and angry at God because of who he is. And all this is to 

their own destruction. 

It’s a dark path indeed. And that’s not the worst part. The worse part, is that every single one of us is 

either on that path, or has been on it.  

I know this because the Scriptures are clear that every human bears the guilt of sin. We call this total 

depravity. It means that every part of us, every single part, has been stained with sin. Every thought we 

have, every deed, every desire has the mark of sin on it. That’s not to say that everything we do is 100% 

sinful, if that were the case then there would be no peace at all on earth. No, but God in his mercy has 

restrained us from acting on every sinful desire, but we are still nonetheless guilty of sin and captives to 

it. Ultimately this leads to eternal separation from God under his righteous wrath and judgement.  

We have to understand this church. It is absolutely vital to understand the nature of sin, because if we 

don’t see how deep our sin is, we cannot possibly fathom how much greater still the grace of God.  

If our vision of sin is so small in our lives that we flirt with it, allow it to fester in our hearts, and be at 

home in us, then we don’t have a very big picture of God’s grace. And if you don’t have a very big 

picture of God’s grace, your affection for God will be equally as small.  



Sin isn’t something to flirt with, it’s something to flee from. 

 

Sin clouds our judgement and wisdom (VV. 10-15) 

Once again, the king is a fool and is swayed by the lies and pride of Haman. Xerxes wastes no time in 

putting this plan into motion. He writes the decree himself, signs it with his ring, and sends it out to the 

entire kingdom.  

He doesn’t stop to think about how this will affect others. He doesn’t stop to think about how this will 

affect his reign (think of the people who are already willing to assassinate him). He doesn’t stop to think 

about how last time he made such a rash decision he regretted it. He doesn’t stop to think critically 

about this at all. He acts without wisdom or sound judgement.  

The decree goes out in every language to all part of the kingdom to destroy, kill, and annihilate every 

Jew and to plunder their goods. Here’s the problem, besides the obvious of planning to kill an entire 

people group, look at verse 15: The King and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was 

bewildered. In the King’s mind, all is good! This is an obviously good decision, just another day in the 

office. But the people in the city are confused! And rightly so! No doubt, though they have no way of 

voicing this to the king of course, they are thinking “is he crazy?” 

“Follow your heart” is the message of this culture. Do what feels right to you. Forget logic and reasoning 

and common sense, just “feel” it.  

The problem is that the heart is deceitful above all things as Jeremiah tells us. And sin is the reason why. 

Our hearts are broken and cannot be trusted to always point us to righteousness.  

[My kids love those Curious George books. In case you’ve never read any of them, they follow a 

predictable pattern. George is a monkey and he’s always very curious, and he’s friends with the man 

with the yellow hat. Well the book will start with some kind of adventure for that day, and the man with 

the yellow hat will usually say something like “I’m going to go get such and such, don’t get into any 

trouble while I’m gone” Well George looks around and always lets his curiosity get the better of him and 

goes off and creates mayhem, only of course to fix it. But of course George’s big issue is that he has let 

his curiosity cloud his better judgement. If he would just stop and think “Obedience in this situation is 

best, I know I really feel like I should go check this out, but if my past is any indication it’s not going to 

end well”] 

Xerxes is a little like Curious George here isn’t he. He lets his feelings and sinful desires cloud his 

judgement, and it gets him into trouble.  

You know I’m tired of hearing churches and so called Christians say “we’re seeing where the Holy Spirit 

leads in this situation” when the answer to the situation is clearly outlined in Scripture! 

You know how many churches or pastors I have heard say this while walking away from God’s clear 

design for marriage or gender? This is one example among many, although it just keeps coming up.  

When I hear this, I’m like the city of Susa in verse 15. Bewildered. How can it be that God’s Holy Spirit 

led you to disobey and contradict what he has clearly written in his Word? That’s impossible. Such 

people are led to those conclusions, but it’s not the Lord who is leading them there.  



Sin clouds good judgement and wisdom.  

The antidote? Ground ourselves in God’s Word. That’s the only source of unchanging truth in our world 

today.  

Scripture is clear about the effects of sin. Scripture is clear that it’s not something to be flirted with, but 

instead it’s something to flee from. And of course, Scripture has the answer of what we are to flee 

towards. That’s Christ.  

Christ is our haven from sin because he has dealt with it, taken the guilt of it for us, and instead 

promises us eternal life without sin.  

I want to end with that thought today. The thought that being with Christ is by definition being without 

sin. If the Christian’s journey is one towards the absence of sin, then does it not make sense to work to 

cut ties with it here on earth with every fiber of our being? If Paul tells us that we are no longer slaves to 

sin, but slaves of righteousness, then does it not make sense to wage war again the nature that tries to 

go back to slavery under sin? The famous saying from John Owen is so true today “kill sin or it will be 

killing you”. If you, Christian are in this struggle to kill sin, take heart, for you’re not alone. It’s not an 

easy battle, as some days we lose, but we can say with the apostle Paul “what a wretched man I am! 

Who will rescue me from this body of death?  

Thanks be to God – through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

 

 

 

 


