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Christian Hope:   
What is It?  Part 2 
Revelation 21:1-22:6 

 
Hope indicates a future expectation of things becoming better. 

It is based on the belief that the way things are today will end and a new day will dawn 
which holds in store a brighter future. 

All people want that!  Just ask them.  Ask them, “Would you like things to be better?” 
 I doubt you will find very many who say, “No!” 

If you do find someone who claims that they are completely happy with 
the way things are, you will discover a sad soul indeed for their hope is 
completely useless and is leading them to eternal destruction. 
 Everyone needs hope whether they know it or not. 

Praise God this morning if you are a Christian because if 
you are a Christian you have the only genuine hope 
available to humanity. 

Our hope is that Jesus Who died and was raised to 
life is coming back to earth and will raised to life all 
that belong to Him by faith. 

 
When someone asks, “What is the hope of the Christian?”  The answer is that Christ is coming 
soon. 

We read in 1Thessalonians 4:16-17 that, “For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of 
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still alive and are left will 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be 
with the Lord forever.” 
 That is the hope of the Christian.   

 
[The morning as we turn our attention to God’s word we want to look a little deeper into what our 
hope is as believers.  We want to think about what eternal life with Jesus is going to look like.  
Turn with me in your bibles to the Book of Revelation 21:1-22:6.  God gives us here a picture of 
the life that we are looking forward to in eternity.  As we look at these verses we need to begin with 
a warning.  We must be careful to avoid getting wrapped up in idle speculation over what is written 
here because that will lead us to miss the point of the text and rob us its blessing.  So this morning 
we will seek to keep the main things the main things in this glorious picture of our eternal hope.  
There are at least three realities of our eternal hope in this text.  Here is the first…] 
 
Point #1 – Christians will inherit a new creation that is free from the curse of sin. 

Our hope in Christ is more than simply being alive forever, it is being alive forever in a place 
that is completely free of the corruption of this present world. 

 
That is what is plainly says here in verse 1. 



2 
 

Heaven and earth here are likely used in the same way that they are used in Genesis 1 
referring to the whole universe. 

The idea is that every last ounce of the current creation is going to be replaced by the 
new creation. 

Seeing this in his vision, the apostle John hears God speak about this new 
creation. 
 Listen to what the LORD says in verses 3-4. 

The two great consequences of Adam’s disobedience to God in 
the Garden of Eden are spiritual and physical death. 

He and Eve are kicked out of the garden and a barrier 
between them and God is put in place. 

That is followed many years later by their bodies 
wearing out and dying. 

 
Both of these consequences are undone in the New Creation. 

There will be no more barrier between God and people.  It says here that God will be present 
with His people and He Himself will wipe away every tear shed in the old creation. 

On this new earth there is “no more death, or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away.” 

That may be hard for us to even imagine because the scars of this present world 
can run deep, but it is nevertheless true. 

This new heavens and this new earth will be entirely different from the 
one we know now. 

 
[Have you ever driven past an old run down house?  Smashed windows, run down exterior, holes in 
the roof, and all the utilities disconnected and broken.  Does that sound like a house you would 
want to live in?  What if someone gave it to you as a gift?  What if someone came in tore the old 
house down and built and brand new house with an updated design and then gave it to you?] 
 
That is essentially what God is going to do for His people.  He is going to make everything new and 
it will be completely free from the curse of the old creation. 

In addition to that there will never be another curse that will come upon the new earth. 
Look down at verses 7-8 where it tells us who is in this new creation and who is not. 

“He who overcomes” here is the one who holds on to their faith in Christ no 
matter what may come. 

Why is that so important?  Because it is only by faith in Christ’s death 
and resurrection that our rebellion against God can be made right. 

The Bible says that if we want to be right with God we need to 
first of all repent (acknowledge that we are disobedient to God 
and desire to turn from that), then we must believe (we must trust 
that Jesus died for our mistakes, that He has paid our debt, and 
that He has conquered death through His bodily resurrection), and 
this faith is to be expressed in baptism. 
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Those who hold on to these things no matter what the cost 
will live forever in this new creation. 

 
The unrepentant who are spoken of in verse 8, however, will not be there, instead it says, “their 
place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur.” 

You cannot remain in your sins and have the hope of being with Christ in the new creation, 
because God will not let this renewed heaven and earth fall into corruption ever again. 

Every ounce of sin and every temptation to sin will be forever removed from His 
people. 

 
[Our hope as Christians is more than being physically alive forever.  To my mind that sounds more 
like despair than hope.  Our hope is that we will live forever in a new creation entirely free from the 
curse of sin.  That is fantastic, but there is more for us to see here.  Verses 1-8 have already touched 
on the reality of God’s presence in the new creation, but verses 9-27 magnify that point for us 
showing us another important aspect of our eternal hope which is that…] 
 
 
Point #2 – Christians will enjoy the radiance and beauty of God’s glory forever. 

Psalm 19:1 says that the “heavens declare the glory of God.”  That is when we peer out into 
the universe it is pointing us to the God Who made it.  What a great tragedy that so many can 
look through a telescope and see a cosmic accident instead of the handy work of Almighty 
God.  No one will do that in the new creation because God’s presence will be constantly and 
brilliantly visible forever.  

 
Something critically important to appreciate about the book of Revelation is the style in which it is 
written. 

It is a style that we are somewhat unfamiliar with these days in that it is filled with symbols 
and images which are used to communicate its lessons to us. 

That does not mean that there is never any reality to the symbolism, it simply means 
that we must appreciate the symbolism to get the correct meaning. 
 So it is with the New Jerusalem described here. 

I agree with commentators who say this city is a symbolic representation 
of the church. 

In verse 1 and in verse 9 the city is referred to as the “bride” or 
“wife” of the Lamb. 
 That is how the bible refers to the church. 

Now just because the city symbolizes the church 
does not remove the possibility of it also being a 
literal city.  I take this to be a literal city which is a 
reflection of church. 

 
Notice, for example, the use of the number 12 in these verses. 

There are 12 gates into the city.  Upon those gates is written the names of the 12 tribes of 
Israel. 
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Also, we see in verse 14 that the wall to the city has 12 foundations and on them are 
the names of the twelve apostles of the lamb. 

So you see the people of God from the OT and well and from the NT are 
represented here. 

Any notion of there being a separation between Jewish and Gentile 
members of the church is done away with here.  There is one people of 
God and every last individual who belongs to Christ will have a place in 
the New Jerusalem. 

 
We learn the size and shape of the city in verses 16-17. 

This city is enormous.  12000 stadia is roughly 2200 Km.  To put that into perspective from 
Windsor to Miami Florida is about the same distance. 

This measurement is to communicate to us both the immensity and perfection of the 
LORD’s work. 

It is a great multitude of redeemed men and women who make up the church in 
eternity and the LORD will not stop building His church until it is complete. 

The wall is 144 cubits thick.  That is about 216feet thick and is a picture 
of perfect safety and security. 
 The shape of the city is also very important.  It is cube shaped. 

Scholar Robert Mounce points out that this is the same 
shape and the Holy of Holies in both the tabernacle and the 
temple in the Old Testament. 

That is the place where God caused His glory to 
dwell which in the New Testament happens through 
the indwelling of believers, which is the whole 
purpose of the New Jerusalem. 

 
In addition to the importance of the numbers as it relates to the size and shape of the city, we also 
see a great deal of attention paid to the splendor of the city. 

It says in verse 18 that the wall is made of “jasper” and the city is made of “pure gold, pure 
as glass”, verses 19-20 tell us that the foundations are adorned with all sorts of “precious 
stones”, verse 21 says that the gates are each made of a “single pearl” and the street is of 
pure gold.” 

[Take a moment and imagine yourself standing in that city.  Now imagine that everything is 
completely dark.  How would everything described here appear? What beauty could we behold?  
How could we be amazed or delight in anything described if it were there was no light?  We could 
not.] 
 
  This city though is saturated with light. 

 Look at the source of light described in verse 23. 
It is the glory of God the Father and God the Son that gives light to the 
city. 
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The brilliance of the pure gold, of all the gems, pearls, and 
everything else in the city is all a reflection of the glory of the 
LORD. 
 To be in awe of that forever is our hope as Christians. 

 
[That brings us to one more lesson about our eternal hope in Christ.  Christians will inherit a new 
creation free from the curse of sin, in that creation we will enjoy the radiance and beauty of God’s 
glory forever, and thirdly…] 
 
Point #3 – Christians will belong to God in joyful dependence forever. 

Believers will be satisfied with the LORD’s provision never seeking to live independently 
from Him ever again. 

 
When John sees what God shows him in the first six verses of chapter 22, his mind no doubt went 
back to the very beginning of the Bible. 
 That is where our minds should go as we listen to verses 1-5 here. 
  Just as we see here, there is also a river that flows out of Eden in the beginning. 
   Like Eden here we find the “tree of life”. 

Noticeably there is no tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the New 
City which reinforces the idea that this new creation will never come 
under a curse like the first one did. 

It seems clear that the “tree of life” being planted right beside the 
“river of life” means that the tree is sustained by the river. 

Look again at verse 1.  Where does the “river of life” flow 
from? 

It flows from the throne of God.  That shows us that 
both the “river of life” and the “tree of life” are 
being constantly sustained by God. 

 
Now, look at what the tree does in verse 2.    
 Do you see it there?  It yields 12 crops of fruit, a crop every month. 

Remember the number 12 is a number of completion or perfection.  This means that 
the tree will constantly supply enough fruit to sustain all the people of God. 
 It also says that the leaves of the tree are “for the healing of the nations.” 

Now some people hear that and say, “Healing?  What is the need of 
healing in eternity where there is no more sickness or pain?” 

There is no need to think of injury here, but rather we should see 
it as a picture of maintaining constant perfect health. 

The real lesson is this, “We need the river, we need the tree 
to go on living in eternity.” 

 
Do not think that our new bodies in eternity are inherently eternal in and of themselves. 

It is true they will last forever, but the reason they last forever is because we will be joyfully 
dependent upon God’s provision. 
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 That is the glorious truth of verse 4. 
Christ’s name written upon our foreheads means that we belong to Him 
forever. 

We will never seek another master, we will never seek to be our own 
God, and we will never be dissatisfied with Him, but we will continually 
delight ourselves in His perfect rule over creation and His provision for 
our lives. 

 
[Have you ever complained about a meal wishing you were eating something else?  The Israelites 
did that in the desert remember?  They grew tired of the manna and longed to go back to slavery in 
Egypt.  Their problem wasn’t really with the food, it was their dissatisfaction with God.  Adam and 
Eve are the same.  God gave them an abundance of wonderful provision and they wanted what the 
LORD had forbidden.  That will never be true of God’s people in eternity.] 
 

We will never trade the bountiful goodness of God for pitiful scraps of things that lead us 
away from Him. 

Instead “we will see His face”, drink His pure life giving water, and eat His perfect 
completely satisfying food in joyful dependence forever. 

That is the hope of the Christian and I love what the angel says to John in verse 
6. 

These things a true and so the only question that remains is, will you be 
there? 

What will you choose after hearing about the hope of the 
Christian? 

Will you choose the way of the wicked?  Will you choose 
immorality and idolatry? 
 Or will you choose repentance and faith? 

I exhort you with the words of the apostle 
Peter, if you have not done so already, 
“Repent, believe, and be baptized” and find 
hope. 

Eternity is before us. 
Let us long for the new creation which is free from the curse of sin, let us long to behold the 
beauty and radiance of God glorious, and let us delight in belonging to and depending upon 
Christ forever to the eternal praise of His name. 

  
 
 
 
 
  


