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How Will Jesus Come? 
Revelation 19:11-20:6 

 
Over the last couple of weeks we have been considering what our hope is as believers in Jesus 
Christ. 
 It is worth repeating it again this morning before we look at our text. 
  The hope of everyone who trusts in Jesus is not to die and go to heaven. 

It is certainly true that when a believer dies they go to be with the LORD in 
heaven. 

That ought to be a great joy and comfort to us, but that is not our final 
hope as believers. 

In the book of Revelation chapter 6 and verse 10 we actually 
hear from faithful saints who were killed on account of their 
testimony. 

They are in heaven and listen to what they say, “How 
long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge 
the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?" 

They are asking for more here than just the end of 
personal suffering (that has already happened), 
they are asking for God to put an end to 
godlessness upon the earth. 

In other words it is not enough to just escape 
the earth, we must desire the supremacy of 
God’s rule upon the earth. 

 
It is very easy to make ourselves the center of the gospel instead of Jesus and when we do that 
we blind ourselves to the greater glories and joys of the gospel. 

For this reason it is good to remind ourselves of what our hope is as believers. 
 The hope of the Christian is that Jesus is coming! 

Over the last couple of weeks as we have examined the question of what of 
our hope is.  We looked at Jesus’ coming and the resurrection of the dead in 
1Thessalonians 4:13-18 and last week we looked at what eternity with the 
LORD will be like, and this morning we are going to turn our attention to 
another question about our hope. 

 
[This morning we want to consider the question of “How will Jesus come?”  For many centuries 
there have been those who have caused a great deal of confusion about the LORD’s return.  As 
Jesus predicted many have come in His name claiming to be Him and have led people astray.  
By looking at what the Bible says about how Jesus will come we can keep ourselves from such 
deceptions and remain constant in our hope of Jesus’ coming.  With that as our goal turn in your 
Bibles to Revelation 19:11-20:6.  This text tells us at least four important lessons about Jesus’ 
coming.  The first is this… 
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Point #1 – Christ will come from heaven (19:11-14). 

When our LORD ascended into heaven following His resurrection from the dead His 
disciples stared intently into the sky as He went.  After a while a couple of angels 
appeared to them and said, “…why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same 
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 
have seen him go into heaven.”  And so it shall be…] 

 
In the first words of verse 11 we are told about the glorious and unmistakable coming of the 
LORD. 
 John writes, “I saw heaven standing open.” 

That is looking up he sees the sky as we know it open like a door or a tear in a 
piece of fabric. 

With heaven standing open this happens (verses 11-14). 
 
It is impossible to confuse the One described here with anyone else. 
 He is called “faithful and true.”  Tell me who is more faithful and true than Jesus? 

It says here that His “eyes are like blazing fire”.  A picture of His piercing gaze 
with which He sees all things. 
 He has many “crowns”, a picture of supreme worth and sovereign rule. 
  It says He has a name written that no one knows but Himself. 

That means that there are things about this One that no creature 
can comprehend which is what we would expect the One who is 
truly God and truly Man.  Only God can fully know God. 

He is dressed in a robe “dipped in blood”. 
His blood is the means overcome sin and death as 
so He is saviour as well as conquering King. 
 It says His name is the “Word of God.” 

That is He is the greatest means of 
making God known. 

 
The only One who can possibly fit this description is Jesus. 

Also notice He doesn’t come alone, but according to verse 14 “The armies of heaven are 
following him”. 

The “armies of heaven” are either angels or believers or a combination of the two, 
but either way the picture is one of thousands upon thousands upon thousands of 
heavenly warriors coming behind King Jesus. 
 Because of how Jesus comes we know it is not something people can miss. 
 

[How many of you have been to the fireworks over the Detroit River?  Typically a large group 
of people gather on either side of the river and several people are out in boats as well.  If by 
chance before the show starts someone were set off a couple of store bought fireworks and light 
a few sparklers will anyone confuse that with the main event?  Of course not, because the main 
event is so spectacular that a cheap imitation can’t even compare.] 
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 How much more is that true of the LORD’s coming? 
  Do not concern yourself with missing it? 
   When Christ comes it will be for all to see. 

That is what Jesus means when He says in Luke 21:27, “they will see 
the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” 

What should concern us is not missing His coming, what should 
concern us is belonging to Him at His coming. 

 
[That leads us to a second important lesson about the how of the Lord’s return.  What we are 
told in the next verses of Revelation 19 shows us that this will not be a joyful occasion for 
many.  How will Jesus come?  Secondly we see that…] 
 
Point #2 – Christ will come with irresistible power to kill people who oppose Him (19:15-
21). 

The apostle Paul says in Philippians 3:18 that he weeps on account of many living as 
‘enemies of the cross.’  That is an understandable reaction when we consider the coming 
wrath of God which Jesus will pour out upon them. 

 
Look with me at verse 15 here. 

It may seem strange to us to picture the LORD with a sword coming out of His mouth, 
but we must keep in mind what this word picture is trying to tell us. 

The sword is a weapon of warfare common to the ancient world and so it makes 
sense that it is used in this picture of Jesus making war against the nations. 

Why does it come out of His mouth?  I agree with scholars who say this is a 
picture of the power of God speaking. 
  

[In Ephesians 6 we are told that “The Sword of the Spirit” is the word of God.  In John’s gospel 
when the soldiers come to arrest Jesus we read that He speaks and they draw back and fall 
down.  By the power of His word He calms the wind and waves.  According to the Word of 
Jesus everything in the universe has come into existence.  All of this points us to the truth that 
God is called Almighty because He possesses ultimate power over everything.  He speaks and 
what has been spoken comes to be.]  
 

There is no question about the outcome of this battle. 
The armies of heaven are following Jesus, but they do not fight at all.  Instead it is 
Christ who “treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty (verse 
15) and it is Christ who puts to death those in the vast army that is gathered to 
oppose Him (verse 21). 

 
Besides the kings, generals, riders, and everyone great and small in the earthly army opposed 
to the LORD two other figures are mentioned in verse 19-20. 
 They are the beast and the false prophet. 
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The beast in revelation is the one referred to elsewhere in the scriptures as the 
antichrist. 

According to Revelation 13 he is a man who will rise to power over the 
entire world and demand that everyone in the world worship him and take a 
mark that shows they belong to him. 

The false prophet that is mentioned here will perform signs and 
wonders on behalf of the antichrist so as to deceive the people of the 
world into that idolatrous worship. 

When these two come upon the earth we must oppose them, but 
we will not have to power to stop them and they will put most 
Christians to death. 

During that period the power of these two will seem great 
in the eyes of all who see them, but here in the end they 
will seem as nothing before the Word of Christ and their 
end will be the lake of fire according to 20:20 (Don’t 
waste time guessing and don’t get all twisted up over 
those that speculate.  It will be obvious). 

 
[How will Jesus come?  He will come from heaven and He will come with irresistible power 
and the people that fight against Him will perish.  That leads us to a third lesson.  Jesus’ power 
extends beyond human beings who oppose Him, it extends to His greatest enemy of all.  How 
will Jesus come?...] 
 
Point #3 – Christ will come with the power to remove the devil from the earth (20:1-3). 

While Satan’s power to deceive is substantial in the present, it will be conquered at the 
coming of King Jesus. 

 
At the beginning of Revelation 20 it says this…(20:1-3). 

It is true that an angel is exercising power over the devil here, but keep in mind that an 
angel is a mere servant of God. 

He has power over the devil because Jesus enables him, so it is right to see this as 
the power of Christ over the Satan. 

John leaves nothing to chance in the description here, he makes Satan’s 
identity extremely clear. 

Ever since the Garden of Eden the devil has made it his aim to deceive 
people. 

He tries to convince people that God is unjust, that He is 
unloving, and uncaring. 

He tries to convince people that they don’t need God, that 
they would be better off making up their own rules, their 
own truth, and that they would be better off without 
Lord. 
 I’d say he is as active as ever in the world today. 
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        But that will stop at the coming of Christ. 
 
John’s language here is emphatic. 

The angel binds the devil with a ‘great chain’, he throws him into the abyss, which is then 
‘locked’, and ‘sealed.’ 

The picture is very clear that Satan is rendered powerless upon the earth and it says 
it will be like this for 1000 years. 

That time period is the cause of much debate among bible believing 
Christians concerning how to understand what the bible says about the 
coming of Jesus. 

Some see this 1000 year period as the age we are living in now, some 
see it as a future period of gospel success where the people of the 
world are converted before Jesus’ coming, and some see it as a period 
that follows Jesus’ coming. 

It is hard for me to see how Satan is restricted like this 
describes at the present time, so I am inclined to see this as 
something that takes place at the second coming of Christ. 

The earth will enjoy a time without the influence of 
Satan. 

 
[The devil is a master at deception.  Did you know the best lies are things that sound true?  The 
most destructive lie is like a table that is set with a glorious feast.  Imagine being hungry and 
someone sitting you down at a table with all your favourite foods and they say go ahead eat all 
you want.  When you take a few bites it all tastes delicious and so you keep eating.  What you 
don’t realize is that everything on the table contains enough poison to kill you.] 
 
 That is what Satan does to people. 
  He’s quite happy to deceive you by making you happy. 

He’s quite content to deceive you by making you fearful and anxious (there 
is tonnes of that right now). 

He is fine with deceiving you by getting you to focus your attention 
on anything but a concern for your soul and glory of God. 

We live in a time when morals are upside down, where holding 
fast to scripture is thought of as evil and hateful, and all of it is 
a deception. 

 
[Things will change when Jesus comes because He is coming with the power to remove Satan 
from the world.  That leads us to a final lesson about Jesus’ coming and it concerns those who 
do not follow the lies of the devil but instead have put their trust in the LORD.  How will Jesus 
come?...] 
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Point #4 – Christ’s will come with the power to vindicate His faithful followers (20:4-6). 

Standing firm in Christ, no matter what the cost, will prove to be the right course of 
action in the end. 

 
Look with me at verses 4-6. 

The picture of thrones and reigning with Christ are clearly intended to say to us that those 
who get to participate in Jesus’ kingdom in this way are under the blessing and reward of 
the KING. 

In this 1000 year period which I take to follow Jesus’ coming, the world will be 
ruled by the LORD Himself and every official under Him will rule with 
righteousness according to His will. 

The question that we need to try and answer from this text is, “who are these 
ones who “come to life” and reign with Christ for 1000 years?” 

My NIV translation focuses upon those who die for the faith. 
 “Those that had been beheaded because of their testimony.” 

I believe that encompasses every kind of death people 
have endured for Jesus’ sake. 

 
In the second half of verse 4 the NIV simply says “they had not worshipped the beast or his 
image and had not received his mark.” 

That translation makes is sound like those who died as those who did not receive the 
mark are one group of people. 

Indeed there are scholars who hold that view.  That it is only the martyrs who come 
to life here and that the rest of believers are raised at the second resurrection. 

There is another possibility, however.  The Greek here has the strong 
possibility of meaning two separate groups of people (ESV/NASB). 

The first group being the martyrs and the second group being all those 
who do not worship the antichrist. 

When read like this it includes everyone one who remains 
faithful to Jesus throughout the history of the church including 
through the terrible reign of the antichrist. 

I believe that is the correct interpretation.  Not only does 
it fit with the understanding of this text, but it also fits 
much better with the description of the Christ’s coming 
that we find in 1Thessalonians 4 and 1Corinthians 15. 

What this means is that at the coming of Jesus 
everyone who has trusted in Him by faith alone for 
the forgiveness of their sins will be proved right. 

 
[It’s like someone who puts their life savings into an unknown stock.  For example when Apple 
went public in 1980 their stock was $22 per share.  Imagine taking every last penny of your life 
savings and buying that stock.  I have to imagine if you did that back then some people would 
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question your sanity.  But if you bought just $10000 of that stock and held onto it you would 
have made 5000000 dollars.] 
 

I think the apostle Paul would say that is not even worth comparing to the glories and 
riches that will come from holding on to your faith in Christ. 

Christians throughout the centuries have often been considered fools on account of 
their faith, and that will certainly be the case under the rule of the antichrist. 

Your friends and family will say “take the mark”.  It will be a conscious 
decision because as it says here is it connected to the worship of the 
antichrist. 

They will say, “You don’t have to mean it in your heart you just need 
to do it to buy some food. 
 They will say, “Why die for nothing.” 

They will say, “You’re the only one hanging on, just give 
it up already your Jesus can’t save you.” 

People will think we are fools.  Many already do, 
but the Christian is no fool. 

 
The Bible believing Christian has knowledge of the future. 

The Bible believing Christian can say along with the Scripture, “I know whom I have 
believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that 
day.” (2Timothy 1:12) 

Listen, King Jesus will not disappoint!  He will come in power and vindicate 
everyone who remains faithful to Him. 
 This is how Jesus will come! 
  You won’t miss it, heaven will open and he will come. 
   He will come with the power to kill people who oppose Him. 
    He will come in power to rob the devil of his. 

And He will come in power to reward those who 
are faithful to Him. 

Oh what a glorious day will be the coming 
of Jesus. 

  
 

  
  
   

  
 
 
 
 


