Confident in God’s Saving Work
2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

A few years ago my family and | did some indookmanbing together.
I've been a few times in my life and when we wdmgre was what | considered to be a
significant change.
When | went in my teen years you had to be in gsaaf two to climb.
One person would climb and the other person woalteBponsible to hold the
rope that was attached to the safety harness alithber.
In order for that to work well you needed to lehow to tie the
appropriate knot, you needed to have the propéniqae for holding
the rope, and you needed your partner to be ahelgame weight as
you.
You also needed your partner to pay attention ake tip all the
slack in the rope as you climbed.
If you completed the climb or fell the person halglthe
rope would keep you safe and let you down gentiéo
ground.

When we went as a family | was expecting the samefssetup, but it was different.
At the place we went to there was no need for mpabecause they had a device that
would hold the rope automatically.
Now if | had been smart | would have climbed a feet and tested the device to see
how it felt, but instead | climbed all the way teettop of the wall.
With a person is holding the rope you feel thendimg) you the whole time so
as soon as you start to let yourself down you mikt&now they are holding
you.
With the machine it takes a split second for thekimg to engage so
when | started to let myself down if felt like | svgoing to fall.
| instantly pulled myself back up and found mysaifvilling to
let go.
| was also too tired to climb back down safely aras left
with a choice to either trust the machine or asieo
rescued.

Looking around the room | saw the other machinesking as they should and | could not bear
the thought of having to be rescued so | forcedethis let go.
In less than a second the machine engaged arsté¢nided safely to the floor.
After a few more climbs | adjusted to the feelimglavas fine for the rest of the day,

but that first moment was scary.

[l think that is a pretty good picture of what tGhristian life can feel like at times. We face
things on occasion that make us wonder whetheotwe can trust the gospel. Thankfully the
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LORD knows our weakness and gives us a great deslcmuragement in His Word. Our text

this morning2 Thessalonians 2:13-1i& an example of that. In the second half of tdapne

and in the first part of chapter two the ApostlelHes been teaching these believers about God'’s
judgement on unbelievers, the trials that we cgeeiin the last days before Jesus’ return, and
the deception of the antichrist that will lead pedpto destruction. Now in these verses Paul
reminds them and us of why we can trust in Godvéngawork through all of that. The first thing
he reminds us about our being rescued from desiruist that.. . ]

Point #1 — Salvation depends on God’s work. (Versel3-14)
From beginning to end believers are delivered ftoenconsequences of human rebellion
against the LORD on account of what He has dedioleld for us.

Once again in this letter the apostle turns to ghvanks to the LORD for these believékéerse
la stop at ‘LORD)).
Based on the way Paul uses the word LORD in trettsrs he is certainly referring to
Jesus here.
Loved here is in the past tense which raises teston, ‘When did Jesus start
loving His people?’
Our memory verse for the month tells us that Hveltor us compelled Him
to die for us “while we were still sinners.”
If you are in Christ today Jesus loved you when weuve unlovable,
amazing!
How far back does that go? Into all eternity pabtink about
that. If Jesus has loved you in all eternity paitHe not also
love you in all eternity future? That is incredilib think about!

We see the outworking of that affection in the oésérse 13-14.
Some translations say ‘God has chosen you frorbelgening’ instead of ‘first fruits’.
If from the beginning is correct it may refer tovitag made a choice from before the
beginning of creation and it may refer to the tifaul first preached the gospel to
these believers.
If “first fruits’ is right then it means that Godhose to save these believers first
and that they would be followed by many more comm@hrist.
Here is the thing, every one of those possibditeebiblically true.
Regardless of the moment in time being discussesl Faul is
clearly saying that God makes a choice to bringjeeto
Himself that they might be saved.

That happens he says ‘through sanctification bySheit'.
The heart of the word ‘sanctification’ means toskeapart to belong to God.
Another way we might describe it is to be madiy.ho
It is the work of the Spirit upon the one belovguaie LORD and chosen by
God that enables ‘belief in the truth’.
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You know you are loved by Jesus and chosen by Gmhwou come
to believe you are a sinner who needs a Saviouren/jyou know and
believe that Jesus died for you to make you rigth ®od and that He
rose from the dead to give you eternal life.
When you start loving God’s Word and seek to ligecading to
its commands.
This is what God ‘calls’ people to ‘through thesgel'.

When Paul was preaching to these people God wésgéahem to Himself through that
proclamation.
Paul was doing the preaching, but it is God dolregdalling and He does it so that His
people will ‘obtain the glory of Jesus’.
Christ in His humanity has conquered the gravelasdbeen exalted to the highest
place to the glory of God and those that belongito be faith will enjoy His glory
forever.
All of this is God’s work in salvation, in fact af salvation depends
completely on God’s work.

[I'm a big fan of first responders like police,dirambulance etc. They show up to places and
situations where they are literally the only hopmeone has of being rescued. A person trapped
in a car is surely happy to see the fire departrekatv up with the Jaws of Life because they
know their hope depends on the work of the firétigs to cut them out of the car.]

That is the picture the bible paints for us imterof salvation.
In fact, the gospel is the only message thatlarmoe this truth.
Every other religion in the world is about what pleohave to do in order to
make their so called god happy.
Every other religion in the world depends on hureHart.
The gospel of Jesus Christ is all about what Gaddoae for us.
It depends completely upon Him from before timedreg
and into all eternity future.

[I know full well that is a hard truth to wrap ominds around. | would go so far as to say that it
Is impossible for our finite minds to fully graspch a wondrous mystery. That is unsurprising
when we are talking about an eternal, infinite kalbwing, all powerful, unchangeable, and
present everywhere being and that is just foretamhen we are considering the nature of God.
So why tell us this? Because it forms the bagishie command that is given to us in the next
verse. The command that is given shows us that...]

Point #2 — God’s work is a firm foundation upon whch to stand. (Verse 15)
Because salvation depends on the LORD we have exaspn we need to hold on to the
gospel of Christ.



Verse 15 begins with the word ‘So then, brothers’.
Because God chose you, sanctified you, and catladq be saved, he says thiverse
15.

Again Paul calls these believers ‘brothers’ remmigdiis that he rightly sees himself
as being an object of God’s saving work and it retaius of his deep affection for
these fellow believers.
He is writing these things out of love desiring wisabest for these brothers
and sisters who are facing trial in persecutiowel as false teaching that is
intended to shake their hope in the coming of Jesus
That is why he reminds them and us that the wodabfation is God’s
work, because if our salvation depends on Godnihoabe shaken.
That is a wonderful truth that can be easily twistethe wrong
direction.

Many in the history of the church have done juat.th
They take the truth that our salvation dependdfiemiork of God and use it to minimize or
even eliminate human responsibility.
They take God'’s act of choosing as a reason fzabsive.
If it is all up to God then we can just sit baakd do nothing.
That is as far away as you can possibly get frorat\itie Bible actually
teaches.
Is the command here, “God has chosen you so ditdoat
relax?”
Far from it. Instead itis, “God has chosen yanctified
you, and called you.So then stand firm.”
God work is a call to action brothers and sisters.
In the face of the spiritual war that is raging
on in this present age you stand your ground
because your God is in control.

The second command is similar, it is “hold to treitions that you were taught by us.”
We need to be very careful here with the worditrans’.
Leon Morris very helpfully points out that the wasdbeing used to point to “...an
authority external to the teacher himself.’
These are NOT the mere traditions of men but tegcbased on the full
authority of Christ Himself through the power oétHoly Spirit according to
the will of God the Father.
This came to the church in two forms, the spokerovamd the written
word.
Since all of the apostles have all gone to be @fnst in glory
we are left with the written word.
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Every essential gospel truth spoken by the apoistlesw
included in the written word that God has gracipasid
powerfully preserved for us down through the ages.
We have everything we need in the Bible and
knowing our salvation depends of God’s power and
work gives us every reason to stand firm in this
truth.

[Think of it like throwing an anchor into the waterkeep a boat in the same place. Did you
know there are different types and sizes of anctlepending on the size of boat and situation?
When the anchor is in the water you don’t seeut,ifoyou know what size and type of anchor is
down there you know whether or not you can trupt it

Do we know what kind of anchor we have in Christ?
The affection of Jesus from all eternity past wheompelled Him to enter into the
world to offer His glorious perfection for us?
The Father Who sends the Son whom He loves thraligiernity with
infinite perfection, how then will He not also gitethose in Christ ‘all
things’ Paul asks in Romans 8:32.
It is unthinkable that God would send Christ fouyand fail you.
The Spirit who makes us alive though we were deaulir sins
will indeed continue His good work to completion.
That is the anchor of our faith brothers and sssteo stand
firm and hold on to the truth of God’s word.

[l love what Matthew Henry says on this verse, égss“God’s grace in our election and

vocation (gospel obedience) is so far from supéngeour diligent care and endeavor that it
should quicken and engage us to the greatest tesoand diligence.” Instead of making of
passive or fatalistic, God’s work, power, and kneage should fuel our resolve to live for Him to
the maximum possible degree. If that is goingdadrbe, then we need something more than facts
in our heads which is why the apostle turns to @ray verses 16-17 and what he prays show us
this third lesson about God'’s saving work, that...]

Point #3 — Believers need God'’s work in their heast (Verses 16-17)
Being confident in the salvation of the LORD regsimore than information in our heads
it requires real trust and delight in the core wf being.

Let us first of all notice who this prayer or pgtit is made to at the beginningverse 16.
Calling Jesus Lord is very common in the New Tiegtat.
There is a good bit to consider in that word.s laiclear attack on the Roman idea of
the emperor being LORD.
No human authority no matter how great has thd §ag over you that
belongs to Christ.




This is also the word that translates God's praoene in the Greek
translation of the Old Testament.
It is clear that Paul intends to ascribe equality\Wisod the
Father to Jesus here simply by the fact that Jesusntioned
first and that both the Father and the Son aregbamidressed in
this prayer.

There is not one prayer in the whole of the Bihbg is considered right and good that is
addressed to someone other than God Himself.
The fact that Paul, a man who thoroughly knew b¢etand knew the seriousness of
idolatry, addresses a prayer to Jesus clearly stteBivine nature of Christ.
His prayer is also mindful of what God the Fathas done for His people.
Just as Jesus has set His affection upon betiesertoo has the Father.
Out of that affection He ‘gave us’ past tengderigal comfort’.
Because of what God has accomplished in His Sae ties
never been and there shall never be a time wheareveithout a
reason to be comforted.
And closely connected to that is the ‘good hopat the
Father gives us ‘through grace’.

Our hope is good or certain because Jesus diedase again and the fact that it is by grace, as
Gene Green puts it, means “it can never be disappdi”

Jesus lived, died, and rose again to save yowbedaod is gracious towards His people.
| can't tell you the number of times | have sathwpeople facing death who are
asking the question, “Have | been good enough?”

There is only fear and hopelessness there betaeisamswer is always no.
Our hope is in the goodness of Christ crediteduoaccount solely
based on the kindness of God.

That is a ‘good hope’ that is always true.
That is Who is being prayed to and here is whheiag
prayed for inverse 17.

He is praying that the God who ‘loves us and gaveternal comfort’ will comfort the hearts of
these believers.
Why is he praying for something God has alreaggmgus?
Because even though God has given us in the gespgl reason to be comforted
we still need to feel it in our hearts.
What God has done in the past is impossible togddout what can change is
the way in which we experience it.
We struggle at times don’t we? When things doo’bgr way it can be
hard.




When our enemy raises doubts or when the world s¢elne
against us we can struggle to feel the comfortreope of the
gospel.
| know very well what it feels like to have a whddench
of good theology in my mind and feel very littleibin my
heart.
Paul knows this is a real struggle and so he pleads
with God the Son and God the Father in this leter
‘comfort’ the hearts of these believers.

We need that too.
This is something we should be regularly praymgdne another!
That God would cause the comfort and hope of tlspgjao be something we know
and feel in the depth of our being.
In addition to that he prays that the hearts ofeheelievers would be
establishedih every good work and wotd.
If the grace of God is truly experienced in therhatgets worked out
in the things we do and the things we say.

[Have you ever eaten something you didn't like ¢égoolite? Many years ago Michelle and |
were at a wedding rehearsal dinner and they sestveohp. Personally not a big fan, but | ate it
and tried my best to keep a straight face for #ie ©f being polite. I'm fairly certain | haven’t
had any in the twenty years since. | ate it bdidtnot change my taste buds and therefore did
not change my eating habits.]

Doctrine that is merely information may make it gibte to sit in church or put a Jesus fish
on our bumper, but it will make very little differee in our lives.
On the other hand when the love of Christ and Gaask of salvation is both
known and felt in the depths of our hearts it clesngur whole lives.
This is God’s work.
The eternal, all-knowing, unchanging, all-powe@ueator and
sustainer of all things has done everything necg$saedeem us
because He has loved those in Christ from befare began.
That is a sure and steady anchor, a firm foundatpmn which
we can stand immovably held by His saving grace.
If we truly believe that and feel that in our heathen
everything changes for our good and His glory.
What an amazing thing to be confident in God’s
saving work.
Let’s follow the example of this passage and
pray together towards that end.



