Live a Productive Life
2 Thessalonians 3:6-18

Work has been a part of my life for as long asd camember.
| learned how to swing a hammer from my dad aratedage of five or six.
| shoveled dirt, sand, and gravel. | learned howrive a wheel barrel, which in
the beginning meant having it fall over severaktsm
| mixed mortar, cut wood with a handsaw, and hatgrass.
When | was about 13 | got my first job where | ggiaycheck,
it was corn detasseling.
The summer after that | got a job as a caddy ated tiat
| got a more full-time summer job cleaning golflaztu
and picking up range balls.

When | started college | got a job cleaning indiaggtmachines, | worked as a janitor, and then
as a librarian.
In the summer | worked at a gaolie equipment martufar, and in my last year of
school | worked in the US for a fireworks companyrking in a warehouse and driving a
delivery truck.
When | graduated Bible College, | started my joyritebecome an electrician.
For two years | pastored a small church outsideoofdon while working
full time as an apprentice electrician.
Soon after getting my license | started teachinidpénelectrical
apprenticeship program at Fanshawe College.
After about four years of that through a variety of
circumstances | arrived here in 2010 and have heenever
since.
| have worked at many different jobs over the yeard
over that time my relationship to work has changed.

When | was very young, | had a strong dislike afkwor the most part.
That changed a bit when | started getting paidl di&tin’t love work, but I liked the
money.
After a while | started to like certain kinds obuk.
Work where | got to build and fix things.
Work were | could look and see the obvious resaflishat | had
done.
I've gone through seasons of seeing work as a sngaan end.
I've worked at jobs that | felt could not end sarough
and others that | would happily do for the restmyflife.

[l imagine if we were to go around the room antkhsto people we would get a variety of
different perspectives on work, but have you et@ped to ask, “How should we think about
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work as Christians?” Did you know that the Bibkesha fair bit to say to us about work, about
being productive as human beings? As the apoatield?ings his letter to the Thessalonians to
a close i2Thessalonians 3:6-18e has some important things to say to these leeieand to

us about living a productive life. In these vergesfind some important biblical perspective on
the whole area of work. These lessons apply régggaf the place you clock in and out of on
a regular basis. These lessons apply whetherngoa ehild doing chores for mom and dad, in
the middle of your working years, or retired. Td@grses are an exhortation to us to think
biblically about work for the purpose of living aggluctive life. The initial focus here is on

those in the church who are refusing to work anal Responds by teaching this very important
lesson, that...]

Point #1 — Choosing to be unproductive is choosirtg disobey the LORD. (Verses 6-8)
God made human beings to do stuff, that is amsitr part of our bearing His image. |If
we ignore that we are living in rebellion againstdG

Look with me aterse 6.
The tone of this verse is non-negotiable.
He says, “We command you!”
This is more than something we would like you totthes is something you
must do.
This command is coming to them in the ‘name ofICORD Jesus'.

This is coming from the very top. The One Who mypole and
He has the absolute right to determine the purpofkss
creatures.

The command is to ‘keep away from any brother [tha@nyone who claims to know Jesus as
their saviour] who is walking in idleness.’
That is someone who had made ‘idleness’ a comsisteongoing pattern in their
life.
Typically, when we think of the word ‘idle’ lazinegomes to mind.
While that is certainly a factor here, comment&ene Green points out
that the original language suggests a deeper issue.
The word most literally means ‘disorderly’. In ethwords people are
making a willful choice to live in a way that isrdoary to God’s
designs and it is hurting the wellbeing of the clur
In this case the willful choice is refusing to wakd that is the
exact opposite of what they were taught and thenplaPaul
and his companions set for thee(ses 7-8)

We know from Acts 18:3 that Paul was a tentmakdeather worker by trade.
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On more than one occasion he used that skill to @&wving when preaching the gospel
in a new place so that no one would have any gréagdiestion his motives for telling
people about Jesus.
This example of tireless effort out of love for etk should make the idea of doing
nothing at all unthinkable.
Paul’s thought here is rooted in God’s commandagail the way back to
the beginning of creation.
In Genesis 1 we are told that God created humanititold Adam
and Eve to fill the earth and have dominion over it
The LORD placed Adam in the garden and told hin'mtork it
and keep it.’
Work became much harder after Adam disobeyed God,
but that doesn’t change the fact that people weréento
work at things to the glory of God which makes wark
good gift from the LORD to humanity.

That is contrary to how we are conditioned to thafdout work in our society.
| think it is pretty safe to say that most peoplefer Friday to Monday.
Generally speaking most people don’t jump for joth@ sound of their alarm
going off to make it to work on time.
| get that. I've been there many times, but wedrteebe careful as believers
to avoid having our thinking dominated by the iefhees of a godless
society.
You don’t have to love your job to work at itdikyou love God.
You don’t have to have your dream career to se& asia gift
that has been given to us for the purpose of sgviners.
You don’t have to work at the same job until yoe.di
But we should see work as a good gift that enables
us to contribute to the good of the world out of
love for Christ.
That is what some believers in Thessalonica
were rejecting.

[Though they had the opportunity to work, they s&ftl to do so and instead made the conscious
choice to be unproductive. That is contrary to G@dmmands and ought to have no place in
the church. That being the case the apostle thkestep further in the next few verses. If we
can see the seriousness of choosing idlenessatteanpof life, if we can see that it is actually a
bad thing for people to live in disobedience toltkiRD, then we will also see that...]



Point #2 — God’s people must refuse to enable an productive life. (Verses 9-11)
The Bible is incredibly clear about being generand kind to people in need, but if that
turns into unhealthy dependency it is no longedkess but a participation is rebellion
against the LORD, and we should have no part in tha

Paul explains the decision to ‘toil day and nigatbit further inverse 9.
Working essentially two full-time jobs one as atlhesa worker and one as a preacher was
a temporary deal.
This was not the Apostle’s continual practice andeochurches were established
he counselled that qualified men be set apartddabk of preaching and teaching
the Word to build up the church.
He knew full well working day and night was not tsuisable, but he pushed
the limits of his physical ability for a short timethe early days of the
church for the sake of setting a strong examplearking hard for the
benefit of others.
He wanted these believers to know that his motve® good and
came from a place of seeking their highest good.
He wanted them to see that believers should bergpakbe
contributors rather than consumers.
That becomes crystal cleaniarse 10.

| imagine that likely sounds a little harsh anddblearted to us.
How do we square this with the numerous commants/e®people and care for those in
need?
Well we have to remember the biblical definition@fe. To truly love someone
Is to desire their highest good.
How can we say we care about someone’s highest\ghie at the same
time enabling them to live in disobedience to Gainmands?
The person who is to be refused food here is tleend1o is ‘not
willing to work’.
They have the ability, they have the opportunity, they are
making a deliberated choice to do nothing and atstae trying
to take advantage of the kindness of their fell@idvers.
If the church gives them food they are helping thiem
live in disobedience to God’'s commands and Hisgitesi
Additionally they are diminishing the church’s
ability to help those truly in need.

The problem goes even deeper than physical resslikeefood according toerse 11.
The word translated ‘busybodies’ here means to teaddffairs not your own or to be
preoccupied with unimportant things.
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These are the unhelpful complainers and critidsos€ who are wise in their own
eyes but are in reality fools.
They are self-entitled, demanding, and often thes
You see when people refuse to live in obedientbad ORD in a
basic area of life like work, it often leads toabgdience in other
areas of the life as well.
Enabling that is not good for them and it is cettanot good
for the church or for society in general.

[Imagine being on a boat with a bunch of other peapd one guy is drilling holes in the
bottom of the boat. What is the loving thing totdere? Take away the drill and tie him up or
give him a couple of fully charged batteries fag drill? Enabling someone who calls
themselves a Christian to live an unproductivedifiel taking advantage of others is like
helping them drill holes in the bottom of a bodthe LORD wants something better for His
people. That is what we are pointed to in the pextion of this passage. Instead of enabling
and unproductive life we can see here that...]

Point #3 — God’s people must encourage one anotherdoing what is right. (Verses 12-15)
If we care about each other at all, and we shoaitd about each other deeply, then we
need to be pointing each other towards obedienadn&d the LORD commands.

Verse 12 directly addresses those who are ‘walking in ié&’
This is what we might call a spiritual kick in tpants.
To everyone kicking up their feet with the expdotabf other people meeting
your needs, get off the couch turn off the videmga and go do something useful
in order to earn a living.
It may mean doing something you would rather avuinhg.
It may mean humbling yourself to do something yad previously
felt was beneath you, but if we are thinking bialig about it then we
would see that the type of job that we work at $2eondary issue.
There is no morally good job that is beneath angber and
every morally good job can be worked at in a waat ttonours
Christ.
That can certainly be hard at times which is whyirik
he writes this irverse 13.

He turns his attention to those believers who &ekmg to be productive in their lives and he
says ‘don’t grow weary.’
How easy would it be to see those indulging inndks and say, “This working hard
business is silly I'm going to start doing whatytaee doing”?




[That is pretty basic to our human nature. | usgete it all the time back when | worked in
construction. One guy got away with slacking offlathers followed that example, but it
usually ended poorly because when things got siditer those guys were the first out the
door. We see it in society, the more people beadependent on government the less
sustainable things become until the whole thingluea and everyone suffers.]

Believers must be different, we must resist theptiasion towards idleness and
instead do thiserses 14-15.
Again this probably strikes us as fairly harsh. ltible commentators think
this is something a bit less than full church gBoe.
Robert Thomas, for example, believes this meanmgeicluded
from communion, potlucks, and any kind of mateaisdistance.
Notice the goal here is to ‘warn as a brother’ eathan treat
them as an enemy.
The idea being that those walking in idleness wdesdd
the weight of their shameful choices and insteadrane
the gift of labouring at something out of love f@sus
and others.
The goal here is restoration and encouragement
because that is what is needed.

[That is true in every area of our lives. Somesme need someone to give us a spiritual kick
in the pants so that we will be motivated to do whaight. | ask you brothers and sisters, do
we love each other enough to tell one anotherrtib? Do we love Jesus enough to listen to
those who confront us in our sin? | hope so bexduse want to live productive lives we need
to encourage each other towards what is right.t bhags us to our last lesson of this passage.
Having clearly spoken to us about the importanoseark and the sin of idleness, the book
comes to a close with some important perspectWerk by itself in not enough, we are
reminded here that...]

Point #4 — People need Christ to live a truly prodctive life. (Verses 16-18)
Working for the sake of work misses the mark byidewmargin in terms of fulfilling
what we were designed to be and do. Working frgetaee of eternal redemption in
Jesus, however, makes everything we do worthwhile.

Once again Paul turns to prayer for these believers
He offers a prayer in verse 16, another in versat8 he puts a brief but important
remark in between.
Let’'s look at the prayer portion of these verses.f(Verses 16&18)
In verse 16 he prays that Jesus would grant peaed times in every way'.
Matthew Henry describes this as ‘...all manner ofpayity...peace
with God, peace with people, and peace of mind.’




Brothers and sisters you can't get that from a job
Just as it is possible to live in idleness it sogbossible
to make work into an idol.

If I work hard enough then | will be secure. Theh is no matter how much we have it can all
be taken away in the blink of an eye.
The pursuit of wealth has made a dumpster firmarfy homes.
For some people, their job becomes their idenfltigey primarily think of
themselves in terms of what they do for a living.
That is a road filled with despair and discourageinhecause no matter how
successful you may be at a particular job it wélar be enough to satisfy
your soul.
If you doubt that take some time to read the bafdkcclesiastes.
If work is an end in itself it is meaningless, yoeed the peace
and presence of Christ to be truly productive.

In verse 18 he prays again for the grace of Chiadte with these believers.
No matter how much we work and do good things, wienever be in less need of the
grace of God in Christ.
Living a productive life is a life full of work it is proceeding from grace.
It is impossible otherwise.

[l bet we have a whole bunch of strong kids hei®iorning. How many kids here could

carry around a rock in their backpack that weigblpg4? What about 20lbs? How about 501bs?
How many of you would carry around a rock that viaeig 0000lbs? Nobody can and you will
only get frustrated and hurt if you try. Whatnktead you had a giant tractor that could lift it?
Not only could the rock be moved you might evenehfun driving the tractor.]

God’s grace in Christ is like the giant tractomiakes obeying God possible and even
joyful.
Whatever we do brothers and sisters we need Girgsthat is why Paul prays the
way he does at the end of this letter.
In between the prayers he writes thisénse 17.
At first this might seem out of place, but if wedenstand the reason
why he is doing this it makes sense.
By this time in Paul ministry there were alreadpple trying
to steer this church and others in the wrong dwadby writing
letters in his name.
What he is doing here is like putting an officiedap on
the letter so that they will know it is genuine.

It is one of the reasons among many we can trushiles.
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The early church went to great lengths to protadt@eserve the teaching of the apostles
who were specifically set apart directly by Jesysthe theological foundation for the
church.
You see the commands that are given to us herd biog a productive life,
what is written to us about the end times and tpehof the church in this letter all
come with the authority of Jesus Himself.
Brothers and sisters what we have here is morettigawords of Paul what
we have here is the word of Christ to the churcaughout every age.
As we await His return, He wants us to see the gessl of living a
productive life.
If we choose otherwise we are choosing to disaébey. ORD.
If we have any love for God we must resist thatun
own life and we also must refuse to enable it enlthes
of others.
Instead of enabling idleness we need to encourage
each other in doing what is right and do this | th
peace and grace of Christ.
If we do that, we will live a productive life
and that could change the world.



