Determined by God
Proverbs 16:1-9

The first time | ever got towed behind a boat was éeen.
My friend invited me out on his dad’s boat forafternoon of knee boarding.
It's a small board and you start out on your stdmaed as the boat is moving you
pull yourself up to your knees and get pulled along
It took me many tries and a couple of injuries loaanaged to make it up
and steer the board.
A number of years later | tried wakeboarding.
In wakeboarding the board is strapped to yourdeedtwhen
the boat starts pulling you try to get to a staggmsition and
ride it much like a skateboard behind the boat.
It took me many tries and a lot of water up my niogel
managed to make it up and steer the board.
Many years after that | tried water skiing.
Again after several tries | managed to make
it to a standing position and steer the skis
enough to move along with the boat.

Along the way | have also tried tubing behind atboa
The upside to tubing is that there isn’t much trhe Essentially all you have to do is
hang on.
The downside to tubing is that you almost no abtlit steer the tube at all, you are
pretty much at the mercy of the person drivinglibat and if the driver knows
what they are doing they can really whip you aroandhat thing.
| remember the first time | tried it | was detena to hold on.
Well the driver knew what he was doing and he sanskipping
along the water at what felt like an incredibleeshe
It wasn't long before | was off the tube and in tinter.
No matter how much | wanted to hold on | was at the
mercy of the driver of the boat.

[Have you ever felt like that in life? Have youeevelt like you have almost no control and you
are at the mercy of someone or something elséihl it is safe to say that most of us have felt
like that at one time or another and the bibledtase important things to say to us about who
Is really in control of things. Our passage thmning Proverbs 16:1-9reminds us of one of
the most foundational truths of a biblical worldwviel reminds us that the LORD is in charge
and that things are ultimately determined by Hidow | know full well that some of this is

very difficult to accept and | would suggest thatng of it is even beyond our understanding,
but | am equally convinced that it is true and Biige tells us about these things for our good.
With that in mind | want to encourage us to daladit we can to listen well to what this text has
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to say, because there is wondrous blessing ane ppeaie for us if we will have ears to listen
and hearts to trust what God’s word says. Thedingl most basic thing that this passage
invites us to realize is that...]

Point #1 — Independence from God is impossible. @évses 1-3)
Human beings unlike any other creature have a dggaacwillfully ignore our need of
the LORD, but denying His power over everythingglnet change the reality of it.

The proverb, that is a short saying that pointsule right direction, irverse 1starts us off
with this...
When the bible speaks about ‘the heart’ it hasimdnsomething more than a muscle that
circulates blood in our bodies.
The heart, biblically speaking, in the centre of will and our desires.
Everything that turns into some kind of action Imsgn the inner workings
of our hearts.
According to this proverb, those things belonggo u

That means God is not, as some might think, cdimgobeople like robots.
At the same time, He has ultimate control over whatdesires produce in this case the
words that come out of our mouths.
That can happen in two ways. One way that hapienien God enables us to
speak with clarity and power beyond ourselves.
The other is when the LORD simply permits or fosbigs to say what we
want.
It is an easy thing for God to rob a person ofah#ity to speak either
for a moment or permanently.
So in that sense the only reason anyone is allaavedy
anything is on account of God.
Verse 2adds this...

Human beings have an amazing ability to think aelves as being in the right.
We can very easily develop our own ideas of goatllead and evaluate ourselves as
being good based on our own rules.
But, it says here, “the LORD weighs the spirit.”
The idea of weighing here is one of testing, prgvor examining.
In other words people can think of themselves h@avéwvey want but
they are going to be measured by the LORD’s stahddher than
their own.
That being the case the only reasonable thing is tiolisten
to the proverb iverse 3.
Your heart may be opposed to God, but He stillthas
final say over your life.
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You may think you can live however you want and
see it as good, but you are still accountable t®@ ho
God sees things.
Because that is true the best thing that
anyone can do is be committed to the LORD
rather than trying to live independently of
Him.

[How silly would it be for a water skier to thinkdt the little bit of steering they can do with
their skis means they can go somewhere other thanenthe boat is going? The only reason
they can ski is the first place is because the isgatlling the rope. In the same way
independence from God is a delusion. | know fudllvinany people are living that delusion,
but they can only do that because the LORD hasvatldhem the ability to live, think, and

feel. Itis impossible to actually take the LOROt of the equation of your life. That said,
there is a big cost to living like you can live mout God. We see that is the next two proverbs
given to us in verses 4-5. These verses showats.jh

Point #2 — Seeking independence from God is desttixe. (Verses 4-5)
The heart of denying our need of the LORD is pwdhéch produces idolatry (worship of
false gods) which is a rejection of the very pugotour creation and therefore puts us
at war with the King of the Universe.

Admittedlyerse 4 is a hard verse to hear, but we must hear it ardwust strive to think
rightly about it.
| can see how a person might read this and thi@kd‘made wicked people for the
purpose of punishing them.”
We need to keep at least two things in mind. Wther_LORD first made human
beings He made them good not evil.
It was Adam’s willful choice that corrupted his neg which is passed to all
of his children and in that corrupted nature weod®oto follow Adam’s
example of doing evil things.
The LORD never forces anyone to do evil againghbrswill. He
does however create people knowing they will chasleand
knowing exactly what particular evil they will che®and He permits
and restricts those choices according to His pdaaspurposes.
The second thing that we must keep in mind isttiabible
tells us that the LORDEdoes not delight in the death of the
wicked, but that the wicked would turn from his \aay live”
(Ezekiel 33:11)
That said, He does deal with the wicked justly had
permits what He does for a reason.




The phrase ‘day of trouble’ at the end of verse grbbably not a reference to the final
judgement of the wicked, but rather the LORD’safsevil actions to accomplish His purposes
in the world.

We see this worked out in the Scriptures. Thinka@i/ God uses the Assyrians and the
Babylonians to bring judgment on the idolatry of.
Time and again we see in the Bible that the foofeil, though they desire to
throw off the rule of God, they end up bringing abblis will in the world.
The fact that God allows such actions for a purpzses not make the evil
of the wicked good which is why it says thisverse 5.
What does it mean to be ‘arrogant in heart'?
It means to think of yourself as far more thano woe.
To be full of yourself.
People who are ‘arrogant in heart’ are people who
think they don’t need to listen to God, they are
people who think they don’t need God at all.

This verse says that ‘is an abomination to the LORD

That is a word we don’t use all the time. It meanBnd something extremely offensive
or disgusting.
The LORD finds ‘arrogance of heart’, that is pedpi@king/feeling that they have
no need of God, offensive in the greatest degreause it is the exact opposite of
the purpose for which we have been made.
God made us in His image for His glory and to thamkl act as though He is
unnecessary is to both deny and hate the reasaneldted us.
It is to ask God to accept the idea that the gosglnéWho He is
should be denied.
It is impossible for the LORD to cease being asangpas He
Is and it is impossible for Him to deny His greaséecause
He always does what is right.
Because He always does what is right the only mrespo
He can have to those ‘arrogant in heart’ is togptpon
them eternal judgment if they persist in their sin.

[If a branch is cut from a tree it will die, if &h is removed from water it will perish, and if a
person denies the very reason for which he has ime€le it will lead to eternal destruction.
There is another choice that can be made andds leethe opposite direction. We can see that

in the three proverbs that are given to us in \eesse seven, and eight. These proverbs show
us that...]



Point #3 — Embracing dependence on God brings resttion. (Verses 6-8)
When we realize our need of the LORD we will dissothat He has done everything
necessary to make us right with Him and we find if@ actually makes sense when we

seek to live under His rule.

Verse 6 gives us an immovable foundation upon which talthope in the LORD.
The words ‘steadfast love’ and ‘faithfulness’ triats the Hebrew words ‘hesed’ and
‘emeth’.
Hesed has the idea of faithful or unwavering commaiit rooted in love.
Emeth means to be dependably true to a promise.
Now here is the big question that we need to answiis proverb,
“By whose hesed and emeth is iniquity atoned for?”
It can’t be ours, because our love is far too waadk we fall
way short of the standard of dependability thaeguired.
It is the steadfast love and faithfulness of theRIDDthat

atones for iniquity.

It was God who decided before the foundation ofstbdd to send His Son Jesus Christ into the
Word.
He bound Himself to a promise to redeem peoplelasds faithfully succeeded where
we all have failed.
Jesus loved God and loved people in perfect obeditnever single command of
the LORD.
He used that perfection as an offering and tookuionself the full
punishment that our disobedience to God’s lawsrdese
The bible says that whoever believes and trusisariPerson and
Work of Christ is forgiven. Their sins are atorfedand they are
declared right in God’s sight on account of Jepesfection and His
sacrifice for us.

Receiving that gift requires complete dependenc@ash It comes from realizing that we
desperately need God for anything and everythiatjihgood.
Another way to say that is that we have what prosealls the ‘fear of the LORD’ which
as it says here turns us from evil and if we areitig away from evil it means we are
turning towards what is good.
It is the love and faithfulness of God that forgiwes and makes us into new

creatures in Christ.
We see some of the fruit of that transformationarses 7-8.

When we live a life depending on God’s grace andtad doing things that are pleasing in
His sight, it means the LORD will act on our beHatfour good.
One of the things that God will do is he will death our enemies.




We can sure make a mess of relationships witkasi't we?
If we humble ourselves and go to people and sawifi you and what | did
was wrong, will you please forgive me?” God carknia the hearts of
those people and our relationship can change frognod conflict to one of
peace.
But what about enemies who are enemies becausédbeysod and
therefore hate His people?
God will deal with them as well and there will comeéay
when they will no longer be able to do us any harm.
We can rest in that to the point where we can ok
those enemies with compassion and a peace in aushe
that surpasses understanding.

When we are embracing dependence on the LORD Wewéland delight in righteousness
more than worldly things.
I'll tell you the gift of contentment is a powelfuift.
Seeing God as a greater treasure that stuff thabllect for a short time will
dramatically change your life for the better.
Where greed and envy will eat at you like a canfoeadjng satisfaction in
God will bring healing and wholeness to your saeydnd measure.

[It is like going from a dried out dead tree bramyghg on the ground, to being grafted into the
tree of life and being renewed and restored. Ehamazing. Now you might be asking, “How
can we know that all of this is true and will happPeWhy is dependence of the LORD
necessary and life giving? The proverb of verpeifits us in the direction of the Bible’s
answer, it shows us that...]

Point #4 — God prevails over everything. (Verse 9)
Nothing in the whole of creation can act apart fitwe knowledge and power of the

Almighty.

The proverb oferse 9 is similar to that of verse 1 which focuses oueation back upon this
foundational issue of the LORD'’s control over creat
As human beings our hearts want stuff and thoseesgsroduce all kinds of plans about
what we are going to do.
This again reminds us that the LORD is not forgiegple to do things that they
don’t want to do.
On a regular basis | hear people objecting ag&nst determining all things
arguing that such an idea would mean that the L@dR&es people to do
things they don’t want to do.
They have the idea, for example, that people wadbtgood and God
takes control and forces them to do evil.




That is taught nowhere in the Bible and | beliesra very

unfair representation of what | am teaching thismmg.
What a man, woman, boy, or girl wills in the heart
theirs and both verse 1 and verse 9 clearly tesath t

The second half of verse 9 is also true, “The L GiREblishes his steps”, the NAS and the KJV
says, “...directs his steps”, and the NIV says, “..edetines his steps”.
How can both of those things be true? How doaswlork?
| will be the first to admit there is a certain é&wf mystery here, but | think the
bible does give us at least a surface level unaiedstg of it.
One way in which the LORD ‘establishes’ (determjrtbe where we go and
what we do is simply by either allowing us to predevith the plans of our
hearts or stopping us in our tracks.

[Parents do this all the time with their childrefd.child wants to wander into the street and the
parent take them by the hand and points them ithandirection. In another case a child
doesn’'t want to study for a test and the paresttlegm fail and receive the consequences for
the choice that was made.]

Another way in which God can ‘establish steps’ysabting towards
us in a way that produces a desire in our heaatdelads to doing
something.

[l don’t know too many kids that volunteer to daoobs around the house because they woke up
in the morning with a deep desire to do laundrgudrthe grass. But | have noticed that when
money is offered all of the sudden there is a danitheir heart to do the work.]

Now, if we can act in ways that create desirefialtearts of

other people, how much more is God able to do d@nse®
Because God is all-knowing, all-powerful, and prese
everywhere He makes a choice about how He is going
act towards everything in all creation every secohd
everyday throughout all eternity and therefore ks the
final say over everything that happens.

| know that is a lot to take in and | know for manig a hard thing to accept for all kinds of
reasons.
The idea of God determining everything raises ngumstions and | would be happy to
talk with anyone about any question they might hawe time only allows me to
emphasize the importance of what the bible is tegahs on this matter.
Everything and everyone being under the authofidmighty God is the basis
upon which we can trust the Bible.




You see if there was even one atom in the univass&C Sproul puts it,
that was outside of God’s control then that atonulddhave the ability stop
God from doing what He wanted to do and make Galikty to do what
He says an open question.
But the LORD never says, “l will do this or that can.”
No, the LORD says| am God and there is no other; | am
God, and there is none like me, declaring the eowh the
beginning and from ancient times things not yetedl@aying,
‘My counsel shall stand, and | will accomplish iay purpose.”
(Isaiah 46:9-10)

The rule of God is absolute brothers and sisteescannot change that.
The only thing we can do is choose to reject a@rept it.
Rejecting it doesn’t change it and we are the onkys who get hurt by going that
direction.
Accepting it brings restoration, satisfaction, aedain hope of an eternal
future in glory with our wonderful Saviour.
No one can keep us from the enjoying the promiséseo ORD
because nothing can keep Him from doing all thatéies.

May you find rest today in the amazing truth thagrgthing is
determined by God.




