Wisdom and Folly
Proverbs 9:1-18

Life is full of choices.
We make thousands of small decisions every day.
We decide whether or not to get out of bed, whauawe for breakfast, what to
wear, what to read, whether or not answer the phehat to say, and on and on it
goes.
We also make big decisions in life.
Where to go to school, what job to work at, whonarry or not
marry, where to live, and so on.
If you were to ask me twenty five years ago whmore
important the big decisions in life or the smalésnl would
have said the big ones.

| mean they are called big decisions for a reason.
If you get locked into a job for twenty, thirty, torty years that determines a huge part of
your life.
Signing a mortgage, for many people, determinepldee you are going to live
for a long period of time.
Committing your life to someone in the covenantnairriage is a really big
deal that impacts every day for the rest of yder. li
Because these decisions are so life definingaasy to see why we
might say they are more important than all the famals of smaller
decisions we make every day, but the more | reathibyig and the
more | observe in life the more | am convinced thatthousands of
seemingly minor decisions we make are more impotten the few
bigger ones we make in life.

The reason | am convinced of that is because ébelihe little things, the words we speak, the
feelings we have, what we wear, what we eat, amdviv® act are revealing the condition of our
hearts.
Listen to what Jesus says in Luke 6:45, He sdys good person out of the good
treasure of his heart produces good, and the eans@n out of his evil treasure produces
evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his th@peaks.”
Big decisions in life are really important, butyhebon’t reveal the condition of our
hearts nearly as much as everyday life.

[This is what the book of proverbs is so deeplycawned about. It is the proper application of
God’s Word to everyday life. That is what is melaypthe word wisdom. The opposite of
wisdom is what Proverbs calls folly which is théuee to apply God’s word to everyday life.
Our text this mornindProverbs 9:1-18describes wisdom and folly as two women that are
calling out to people going along the pathway faf &nd the question that Solomon is setting
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before us is which invitation will we accept? Wstfhear about lady wisdom and from what is
written in verses 1-6 we learn that...]

Point #1 — Wisdom invites people to abundant life(Verses 1-6)
Everyone who chooses to put themselves under theray of God’s word will find
meaning and satisfaction to the fullest possibtgeke.

Listen to the word picture that is painted for oveérses 1-3.
Notice that all of the things described in theseses are put in the past tense.
These are things that have already happened.
The house of wisdom is a completed building. Tha@mphasized with the
phrase ‘she has hewn her seven pillars’.
It is a picture of wholeness, completeness, paedecand
maghnificence.
The house of wisdom is no little shack on a shakyélation,
but it is an awe inspiring building built to statie test of time.

In such a house there would be a great banquetittil the capacity to seat a large number of
guests and here the table has been set.

The picture of multiple ‘beasts’ being preparedtfee table is one of an enormous meal.
When you come to lady wisdom'’s table you will béeatb eat your fill and there
will still be plenty leftover.

The ‘mixed wine’ according to scholars is wine naxeith water and spices
making it enjoyable but also protecting the one @hoks it from
drunkenness.
The table is set, you can come into lady wisdomisquet hall and
begin feasting right away.
She has sent her servants to the ‘highest pladés itown’, the
place where they are most likely to be seen anddhteanvite
guests to her feast.
Let’s listen to the invitation inerses 4-6.

The invitation is to those who are ‘simple’ andgbavho ‘lack sense'’.
These are people who are easy led in one diregtianother because they cannot tell the
difference between right and wrong.
John MacArthur describes them as, “An open do@ay tton’t know what to keep
in or out of their mind.”
These are people who know little if anything of Godlord and have no
capacity to apply it properly to their lives.
Everyone starts out that way and so this invitatsofor everyone.
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The one who accepts the invitation is welcomed th&ohouse
of wisdom, seated at her table, partakes in th&t féesaves
behind simplicity, and gains life.

[The bible uses the illustration of food for Go#srd a number of times. Just think for a
moment about how our bodies use food. When wewabodies break down the food and use
it for energy, to build tissue, and repair celisbecomes a part of our body, hence the old
saying you are what you eat.]

That is the idea here.
The one who accepts wisdom’s invitation sits dowhex banquet table and
feasts on the word of God.
Over the course of time the scriptures become tagbdne fabric of
who we are.
They get worked into our hearts and minds and vihey
govern our thinking and feeling and that is displhjn what
we say and do.
The more we do that, the more we enjoy the fruthef
bible’s life giving power in the present the motwesour
future hope of eternal life becomes.

[The invitation has been set before us, the quest® have to answer is what will our response
be? Will we come into the house of wisdom andatsiter banquet table, or will we live in
ignorance? If we are going to come and feast tipemeal that wisdom has prepared we need
a very important character trait. That is whatsge here in the next few verses. We see here
that...]

Point #2 — Wise people are teachable. (Verses 7-9)
Experiencing the good results of applying God’'sdvend to make a person’s heart
receptive to hearing more.

Now that Solomon (the king who wrote most of theklmd proverbs) has laid out wisdom’s
invitation for us, he gives us a few proverbs tip s recognize a wise person.
One of the ways we can recognize whether or noesomis wise is by the way they
receive correction.
In verses 7-8ane tells us about the reaction of unwise people.
A scoffer is someone who says mean and untragghabout God.
These are people who think the Bible is silly arakenfun of those
that believe it.
Solomon tells us here that if we try and correct or
reprove/rebuke people like that they are goingespond in
mean and hurtful ways.




For the kids working on this word search, you are
looking for the word ‘rebuke’ for question nine.
It means to correct someone for doing something
wrong. Scoffers don't like that.

Does this mean that we should always keep quieth wheple are doing ungodly things?

| think that would be taking these verses the wnaag.
The point is that there will be times when standipgor what is right will be

costly. Jesus told us to expect that.
There are also times when correcting someone amlesno good purpose

and knowing when to say something and when to resilEnt is a big part

of becoming wise.
Now, look atverses 8a-%&and see how different the response of a wise

person is.

Rather than responding with hate a wise personardp with love.
Rather than getting angry and trying to hurt the bnnging truth, the wise person
receives what is said and grows in his wisdom asdelarning.
One of the most important aspects of being teaehalihe ability to listen well.
The wise person considers carefully what is bead and the source of the
rebuke.
If the content of the rebuke is motivated by shlfisss and sin, the
wise person will listen and disregard it.
If, however, the content is based in God’s wordwige person
will listen and take it to heart and be gratefulttee one

pointing him to what is right.

[We see examples of this in the bible. When Jaabreent God’s word to king Johoiakim, the
king burned it and tried to arrest the prophet. titinother hand when a young king named
Josiah hears God’s word he takes it to heart aed dth he can to lead his people into
godliness. One is teachable the other is not.]

If we have accepted wisdom’s invitation into hendpaet hall and if we are regularly
feasting upon the word of God, then we will be hedude.
Not someone easily influenced and easily led ifeceht directions from one day
to the next, but someone who listens carefulljheoteaching of God’s word and is
willing to change their ways based upon what th&kD3says.
Let’s all ask ourselves an important question.
What is our first reaction to correction?
When someone tells us we are doing something wnomgdo
we respond?



Anger? Is our default to say something like, “Ware
you to tell me what to do? Get out of my face!”

That's the way of the scoffer brothers and sisters
What we need are open ears and humble
hearts that are willing to listen to correction
from God'’s word.

[If we want to sit at the banquet table of wisddhgn we need to be teachable. That brings us
to a very important aspect in the discussion oépting wisdom'’s invitation to her life giving
banquet. From what we have heard so far it is ¢tlet some choose to enter the house of
wisdom and some choose ignore her invitation. Bsedhat is true Solomon wants us to know
this very important lesson, that...]

Point #3 — People are responsible for choosing be¥en wisdom and folly. (Verses 10-12)
No one else can be wise for us and no one elskesmus from wisdom. Everyone must
decide for themselves which course to pursue im kife

Having invited us to the house and banquet tablgiedlom and having shown us the
iImportance of being teachable, we are reminded bémhat causes someone to accept the
invitation and what inclines us to be teachablérée 10)
| like how Franz Delitzsch defines the fear of t@RD, he writes;The fear of the
LORD is reverential subordination to the all-direg, One God, Creator, and governor
of the world who has given His law to humanity.”
It is a trembling at the holiness of God and anragigtion for His unequalled
goodness that results in the desire to listen tatude says.
Here is the thing, no one can fear God for youhtlif something you have
to feel for yourself.
If you have that you will want to come into thengaet hall.
When you have that you will seek and grow in ‘tinewkledge
of the Holy One.”
That means how you think about God will be cotrect
No one can think right thoughts about the LORD
for you.

To that he adds this werses 11-12.
Listening to God leads to abundant life which igezsally true if we think in terms of
eternity.
No one else can receive the gift of eternal lfeyiou.
If we govern our lives by God'’s word it will surelhe good for those around
us.

If we act justly, if we treat people fairly, if vare honest, generous,
patient, kind, and alike it is good for all thoskaninteract with us,
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but the fruit of living a wise life in Christ canhby itself make other
people wise.
Everyone must choose for themselves whether athegtwill
accept the invitation to wisdom and sit at her hextgable.

Something similar is true for the scoffer.
If someone lives a life disregarding God’s wordt thdl surely have a negative impact
upon those around him.
Anger, jealousy, bitterness, gossip, adultery, deselfishness, coarse language,
and alike are all bad for people, but none of thibseys can keep someone else
from becoming wise.
No one will stand before the LORD and be declanedcent by blaming
their foolishness on someone else.
Everyone is responsible for his/her own choice.

[We see that time and again in the Bible. How miamgs does Israel have a judge, prophet, or
king who is genuinely seeking after the LORD anthimia generation the people are chasing
after false gods? The opposite also happens abyglg have a corrupt leader or king and his
son chooses to follow the LORD instead of the qatram of his father.]

The same thing is true for us.
| want to do all | can to teach people the wordofl correctly, but | cannot force
anyone to believe or make better life choices.
| want you to know that there is hope despite #wt that you, like me, have
broken God’s laws.
| want you to know that Jesus died for you to myde right with
God and that He conquered the grave to give yauatéfe to the
praise of God'’s glory forever.
| want you to turn from your disobedience and trasthrist,
but you have to make that decision yourself.

[I know full well that is an uphill battle in ouragt. That has always been the case as we are
reminded in these last few verses of Proverbs ehayme. Having told us about lady wisdom
and her invitation to life, Solomon turns our atten to Folly and her invitation. He wants to
show us this very important lesson, that...]

Point #4 — Folly is tempting but destructive. (Veses 13-18)
The invitation to disobey God’s Word promises gletj but it always leads to death.

Listen to how folly is described warse 13.
Folly is loud, she goes out of her way to get ditben
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Imagine walking down the street and someone pullsanegaphone to announce
something are you going to look over and listewhat is being said? Probably,
because loudness is an attention getter.
Folly is seductive, that is she makes herself aitactive or inviting, but
notice ‘she knows nothing’.
That is the exact opposite of wisdom. Another wagay that would
be folly has no connection at all to wisdom, iailsabout breaking
God’s law rather than keeping it.
Verses 14-17%ell us where she is and what she is doing.

Like wisdom folly also has a house, like wisdorty isl‘calling’ from ‘the highest places of the
town.’
There is a competition happening for the peo@éantion.
Folly does not want you to go into wisdom’s housdee wants you to come into her
house instead.
Just like wisdom she is calling to ‘the simple’.
| take that to mean that those who have enteredargdom’s house
and feasted at her table are not easily taken thdwappeals of folly.
She is also inviting people to a meal, one of stelater and
secret bread.

Matthew Henry points out the difference betweerivitoemeals.
Wisdom has meat, mixed wine, and bread in abundavivereas folly only offers bread
and water.
The meal itself is meager and unsatisfying, big lteing sold as something that
will bring delight.
That is so often the case when it comes to disolge$iod’s word. The lie
promises something better and you end up with dungetar worse.
That is the so called sweet water that follgis.
The ‘secret bread’ is the lie that you won’t berfdwout.
Go ahead, give into temptation disobey God you getl
away with it and no one will know.
Is it any wonder verse 13 says folly ‘know
nothing’.
God sees what we do, and more often than
not He makes sure other people find out
what we are doing.

Folly does all she can to make breaking God'’s [lek attractive and sadly the temptations
are often successful.
People often enter into her house and sit aredde, tbut here is what they don't realize
verse 18.
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Instead of the satisfaction and delight that wasnsed there is only death and
despair.

[This is like when scam artists call people and Saydistant relative has passed away and left
you $100,000.” That sounds pretty good right. yTge on, “All you have to do is send us a
small administration fee and we will send you theney.” If you agree they take you through
a process that gives them access to your bank aiscand they clean you out.]

Promising something good that causes a great figaimand ultimately leads to eternal
destruction is how the way of folly works.
It is a terrible end, but praise the LORD thera way to avoid falling for the
spiritual scam of folly and that is to listen wisdig invitation.
That begins with the fear of the LORD.
If you begin to have a sense of Who God truly is, ibliness, and
His justice it won't be long before you end uphag tross of Christ
turning from your foolishness and finding forgivesen His death
and resurrection.
It won’t be long until you end up at the banquéleaof
wisdom feasting on the Word of God and growing isdem.

So the choice is before us.
Will we choose folly and make one bad decisionradtether until we are destroyed or

will we choose wisdom and seek to shape our limeseasingly according to God’s

commands?
Lady Wisdom has built her house, prepared her tallé says “Come eat of my

bread and drink of the wine | have mixed. Leaveryomple ways and live.”




