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The Value of Good Priorities
Proverbs 22:1-4


Every now and again I’ve experienced moments that have made me think to myself, “Where are my priorities at in my life.”
I had a moment like that after I had taught an evening lesson at the church Michelle and I attended while we were living in London.
I had be working for a few years teaching part time in an electrical apprenticeship program at the local college and was working towards getting a full time position there.
A full time position meant a substantial annual income compared to anything I have ever made in my life and having three months off every summer.
I was getting fairly close to getting a full time job, but at the same time, it seemed the closer I got to that job the more things kept popping up that forced me to consider other possibilities.
	One of them happened that night.

After I had finished teaching and chatting with a few people a man came up to me to talk for a few minutes.
	He was not one for beating around the bush and got straight to his point.
Looking me right in the eye and with a very serious tone he said, “You are wasting your life with all this electrician stuff.  You need to be a pastor!”
The comment took me a little aback.  I certainly appreciated the heart behind what he was saying, but mostly I just wanted to brush it off and keep on the course that I was on.
In the days and weeks after that though, that statement kept coming back to my mind and as I thought about all the other things happening in my life I found myself really thinking about my priorities.
That journey lasted several months and it led to us moving to this area and becoming a part of the life of this church for the last sixteen years.

[Life is full of those moments both big and small if we are paying attention.  Moments that call us to examine the priorities of our lives.  While often those moments can be difficult ones, we ought to see them a gifts from the LORD.  The Bible calls us to examine our lives and it also points us to what good priorities look like.  That is the case in our passage this morning Proverbs 22:1-4.  These verses encourage us to see the value of good character, good judgement, and putting the LORD first in our lives.  In the first two verses character is compared to worldly wealth and we find there that…]



Point #1 – Character and contentment are worth more than money. (Verse 1-2)
Being someone of integrity and someone who is satisfied with what the LORD provides is far more valuable than having lots of stuff and a big bank account.

Look with me at the verse 1.
A name in the ancient world was more than a way to distinguish one person from another.
	A person’s name had a strong connection to the identity and character of a person.
		I think that is still true to a certain extent today.
When we hear the name of a person we know we hear more than a label, we think about what they do, who they are, and how we feel about them.
					
The idea of a good name here is integrity and trustworthiness.
When people hear this kind of name they think, “That’s an honest person who means what he/she says and deals rightly with people.”
Look again at what it says here, it says this kind of name is “to be chosen rather than great riches.”
Honesty and integrity are the results of making decisions big and small over the course of a long period of time.
This verse in encouraging us to choose that kind of reputation over ‘great riches’.

Of course it is possible to have a ‘good name’ and also have ‘great riches’ but the point here is that when we are forced to choose between the two we see truthfulness and principle as more valuable than all the money in the world.
	To that he adds ‘favour’ is better than silver or gold.
This is a word used many times in the Hebrew bible with the sense of being well-regarded and loved. 
Having the love of family and friends is better than a bunch of money, and having the love of God is greater than both by far.
Do we see it that way?  

Money can be a terrible temptation and it is one we are forced to face on a daily basis.
It takes money to keep a roof over our heads, to buy food and clothes, to drive a car, go to school, and the list goes on and on.
	Who hasn’t thought about what you could do with more cash on hand?
It is a very easy thing to get caught up in what wealth can do and seek it at the expense of doing what is right.
	Verse 2 gives us some important perspective on the matter.

While we may see a vast difference between the rich and poor, what they share in common is far more important.
God has given life to both, the LORD is the One Who gives wealth and He is the One Who withholds it.
The rich man who looks down on the poor man is an incredible fool for the poor man is made in God’s image, He belongs to the LORD and therefore is worthy of respect.
The poor man who looks with jealousy and contempt on the rich man is equally a fool because he values money over the condition of his soul.
Rich and poor meet together in the grave and what will the size of a bank account matter then?
Both will stand before God to give an account of their lives and both will be treated with perfect justice.

The ground is also level at the foot of the cross.
The rich man does not get special treatment because of his wealth and the poor man is not cast out because of his poverty.
	It is the condition of a person’s heart that makes all the different there.
Men, women, young, old, rich, or poor who come with hearts grieved over their sin, hearts that acknowledge the holiness and greatness of our glorious God, hearts that see our only hope in Jesus suffering and dying for us so that we might be forgiven and restored, those people are welcomed into the Kingdom of Heaven because they have gained God’s favor.
	What is that worth to you this morning?

[One of the best examples of integrity in the Bible is the prophet Daniel.  Under the rule of king Darius, government officials tried their best to dig up dirt on Daniel, but they came up empty because of his stellar integrity.  The only way they could get him in trouble is by making a law that made his worship of the LORD illegal.  They did that and Daniel still held fast to the LORD.  He saw his relationship with God as more important than everything even his own life.] 

Do we see it that way?
	If someone offered you a million dollars to tell a small lie would you?
		If you only had to cheat and steal a little bit to get ahead would you?
Money can be a big temptation in our lives and many people have broken God’s laws and hurt others in order to gain worldly wealth.
It is a terribly sad exchange because no matter how successful we become at gaining money and things it is very temporary.
	How sad is it to trade eternity for the temporary?

[In Christ we have eternity.  We have someone of such worth that all the money in the world is worthless by comparison.  What great power and freedom there is in seeing that?  If you can see that then you will value character over silver and gold and you will have contentment that cannot be found in earthly things.  In addition to valuing integrity we are told here in verse 3 the value of good judgement.  Solomon shows us that…]

Point #2 – Good judgement provides protection from unnecessary pain. (Verse 3)
	Learning how to recognize harmful situations helps us avoid their consequences.

Like many of the verses we find in the book of proverbs verse 3 makes a comparison between two kinds of people.
	There is ‘the prudent’ and ‘the simple’.
		Here is what God’s word says about each (Verse 3).
The prudent person, that is someone who wisely exercises caution or someone who acts with care, is someone who ‘sees danger’.
	That is someone who can anticipate what is coming.
This is something a bit different from knowing with certainty what the future holds.
Only the LORD can determine with complete assurance what will happen tomorrow.
This verse is talking about a person’s ability to size up a situation and have a reasonably good idea about what is going to take place.

An example would be looking out at the horizon and seeing a storm coming, or paying attention to how a company is being run and having an idea about how long it will last, or knowing people well enough to know how they will react to various situations.
A person of good judgment is able to size up a situation and have a good sense how things are going to go.
	The value of that according to verse 3 is that the prudent person ‘hides himself’.
The idea of being hidden here is more than being somewhere that no one can see you, it is rather the idea of being behind a barrier of protection when danger comes.

[Back when I was a boy I remember one occasion when my brother and I challenged my dad to a snowball fight to which he agreed.  We thought it was great and that we were going to easy prevail and cover my dad in snow.  We made a mountain of snowballs and when the appointed time came to started launching our arsenal only to discover that my dad had taken some time to fashion a shield.  A shield that was able to carry a number of snowballs inside.  He was not hiding but he was hidden from our attack.]

			That is the idea here.


Compare that to the simple.
	Instead of seeing and preparing the simple just press on and they ‘suffer for it.’
Some commentators, like Allen Ross, think that the people in mind here simply cannot see the trouble that is coming.
They have no ability to assess people and situations and therefore do nothing to protect themselves.
	That is surely true, but there is also more to consider.
There are also those who are willfully ignorant, those who see what is coming and choose to ignore it.
There is also indifference.  People who believe that nothing they do matters so why bother.
There is also laziness, an unwillingness to put in effort to paying attention or take action and the first to complain when things go badly.

This verse is about more than protecting physical life and property it is also about being protected spiritually speaking.
	If we lived in Israel, Iran, or Nigeria we would be keenly aware of danger.
Here we can fall into the trap of thinking this is a safe place to live, but the dangers are many if we walk in the way of the simple.
Here is a question every single Christian should be asking themselves, what are my weaknesses?
Do you easily give into the influences of friends?  If so, you had better choose your friends wisely.
	Drug and alcohol addiction are more dangerous than ever.
With fentanyl on the streets trying drugs just one time can cost you your life.
Getting hooked on something can put you in a place that is very hard to get out of.
If that is you, I want you to know that there is hope for you through repentance and faith, but you have to leave behind being simple and begin to make prudent choices in your life, the most important of which is to surrender your life to Jesus Christ.

Is your weakness lust, greed, pride, selfishness?  What are the things that can easily trap you?
You need to know the answer to that question because that is the only way you can see the danger that lies ahead.
I want you to hear something very important on this point.  There is no temptation, sin, or addiction that has ultimate power over you!
You are not a helpless victim!  By God’s grace you can have your eyes open to danger and take steps to hide yourself from it.

[The greatest danger to your soul is the wrath of God!  Apart from Jesus you are heading to a moment where you will face the all knowing and perfectly just creator.  You will either stand alone and be condemned, or Jesus will stand with you and you will be saved.  Be hidden in the cross and empty tomb of Christ.  Why suffer such immeasurable loss, when you can instead be saved.  Amazingly, when we do that we gain much more than being forgiven for breaking God’s laws.  Verse 4 tells us a little bit about what to expect from coming to the LORD.  It shows us that…]
	
Point #3 – The greatest gain comes from a godly life.  (Verse 4)
Loving the LORD and living like it, even if it costs you everything, will lead you into reward beyond measure.

Let’s listen together to the beginning of verse 4.  (Verse 4a stop at LORD)
I believe we are intended to hear this in the context of verses 1 and 2 where we are told to choose ‘a good name’ over great riches and we are told that ‘favor is better than silver and gold.’
If you have to choose between character and money God’s Word is telling us that it is better to choose character.
	The question is, “Why?”
		Why choose these things over worldly wealth?
			Why is it better to go this direction as opposed to that direction?
				That is what verse 4 is putting on the table for us.
It is going to tell us what ‘the reward for humility and fear of the LORD’ is.

Let’s think for a moment about humility and fear of the LORD are.
Marvin Tate describes humility as ‘the absence of pride’.  We might say that humility is the opposite of pride.
What is pride?  It is making ourselves the center of our attention or thinking of ourselves a better than we are.
If pride is making everything about us then humility is when our hearts and minds are directed outside of ourselves.
A truly humble person is not a miserable person who thinks about how bad they are all the time, a truly humble person is someone whose heart and mind are directed towards delighting in the LORD.
	The only remedy for pride is worship!

Because that is true it is no surprise that following humility ‘the fear of the LORD’ is mentioned.
Fear of the LORD is an understanding of the holiness and justice of God, it is an acknowledgment that God has the right to tell us how to live and a deep desire to live according to His ways.
While humility and the fear of the LORD are two distinct things they are a package deal.
As Matthew Henry puts it, “The fear of the LORD brings humility but it is just as conformable to experience that the fear of God is a consequence of humility.”
The more you understand of who God is the more humble you will be and if you are humble the more you will concern yourself with who God is.  Where you have the one you have the other.

Now let’s look at what the reward is.  Verse 4
If we only looked at this verse we might fall into the trap of the prosperity gospel which is really no gospel at all.
False preachers living in fifteen million dollar homes, buying private jets, and taking advantage of desperate people would point to this verse and say, “You see God wants you to be rich!” 
If you are a good Christian you will get have a big house, drive an expensive car, and be the envy of your friends and neighbors.
Even the most basic reading of Jesus’ life will tell you that is a bunch of baloney.
It doesn’t even make sense when we consider verse 1 which is telling us to choose character over money.

I know that God grants wealth to some Christians and I’m thankful for that.
It was through people pouring tonnes of cash into the work of the gospel that the Bible was so faithfully preserved for us down through the ages.
Many missionaries have been sent by people using their wealth to the glory of God.
But to see the reward this proverb to talking about we have to look to eternity.
If we lose everything for Jesus’ sake we will still gain riches when we inherit the new earth.
If gold is used as pavement I think it is safe to say there will be great riches.

In eternity we will reflect the glory of the LORD to our fullest capacity and human beings.
There is no higher honour than that.
When Jesus comes He will give the command and the dead in Christ will rise and all His people will be transformed so that our bodies will no longer age or breakdown, but instead endure forever experiencing never ending joy.
	That is the reward for humility and fear of the LORD.
Listen, whatever is lost for Christ is to our great gain for we are storing up treasure that can never be taken away!

When is the last time we took stock of our priorities?
If someone were to ask us to write down what is important to us, what would that list look like?
	Would character and contentment be on the list?
		The bible says that is worth more than having a huge bank account.
			Would we write down good judgment?
				What are we doing to develop that in our lives?
Where would the pursuit of a godly life land on that piece of paper?
I have no doubt many of you would have a really good list and I hope these verses are encouraging you with the value of choosing good priorities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I also imagine there are those who need to spend some time rethinking what is important in life, I hope you will because your eternity depends on it.
Let’s go to the LORD together in prayer asking Him to graciously give us hearts to value the things that are truly important.  
		
	
